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Edition No. 55

Editorial

Mary Kibble

You will all be aware of the planning applications for new development
housing in and around the village. Many people have raised objections to
these, either on-line or otherwise, and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group has produced a pull-out consultation document which you will find in
the four centre pages of this issue of the Whinstone Times.
Each document is numbered and a matching number will be on the
back of your Whinstone Times. Please pull out the document, complete it
with your views and opinions and return it to one of the places indicated at
the bottom of the first page. Returning it will automatically enter you for
the prize draw – see below.
Please send material for the next edition by Monday 4th June to:
Mary Kibble marykibble@talktalk.net, 01665 576608 (articles, stories etc)
Jan Ainsley jan.ainsley@yahoo.com tel 01665 576019 (advertising)
Shelagh Coxon tel 01665 576791 (‘What’s on’)

Embleton Parish Neighbourhood Plan (2 nd Consultation)

Prize Draw
Please pull out the numbered four-page EPNP insert
(pages 11 – 14), complete the comments pages and return to
any of the places stated on page (11) to enter the draw for
a prize of £50.00.
This WT has a matching number on the back page.
Please present this when you claim your prize. The draw
will take place in early June.
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WHINSTONE TIMES
ANNUAL PLANT SALE

MONDAY MAY 28TH
FROM 10.00 a.m.

ON THE VILLAGE GREEN, EMBLETON
PLANTS, CAKE STALL AND
RAFFLE
DONATIONS OF SEEDLINGS AND
PLANTS PLEASE CONTACT
JAN 576019 OR JENNIFER 576344
OR BRING ALONG ON THE DAY
DONATIONS OF HOME MADE
CAKES OR RAFFLE PRIZES,
PLEASE BRING ON THE DAY
Further information from
Mary Tel. 576608,
OR Jan Tel. 576019
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Community Information
Parish Council Notes

March 2018

The land next to number 8 Quakers Row has been leased to the
residents for use as a garden. This follows a misunderstanding due to a
communication problem.
There was no further news on the Need dial-a ride service for
Christon Bank. The phone box in Christon Bank has been adopted by the
Parish Council (PC) and will be converted to serve as a defibrillator station.
Almost a year after the PC submitted their suggested modifications
to Northumberland County Council’s (NCC) plans for the introduction of a 20
mph speed limit in Christon Bank, nothing has been installed. It has now
been agreed with NCC that the 20mph will be introduced for a trial period
of one year and rumble strips will be fitted permanently. NCC will attend
the next PC meeting to present their final plans, together with a definitive
timescale.
The PC was told that several dog bins have been damaged in the bad
weather and need repair.
Councillors were asked to consider the pros and cons of each having a
dedicated e-mail address for PC business. To be discussed at next meeting.
The PC agreed their annual charitable donations to various
organisations including a one-off to Embleton cricket club of £500. It was
decided that the PC would renew its insurance with the Zurich at a cost of
£484.
The preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan is proceeding quickly and
the settlement boundaries for Embleton and Christon Bank have been
defined (see special centre spread in this edition). It is hoped to have
completed work on the Plan before the end of this year.
The quarry committee has not yet met but the water in the quarry
pond has been analysed. In summary the water will not support fish life.
The Burial Committee has met to consider tenders for the cemetery
maintenance and the contract awarded to Stableyard Landscapes.
A letter opposing additional lighting in Whinstone View has been
received by the PC. It was agreed to defer this matter until the three
street lights nearest the bungalows are working.
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In response to an enquiry from the PC, NCC have responded that the
five month delay in letting the three bedroomed house in Dovecote Close is
the responsibility of Karbon Homes but that a tenant has now been found.
With regard to the two bedroomed house, let to a single person, on
Whinstone View this was due to the lack of interest by other suitable
applicants.
The PC noted the two planning applications for eight and seven
houses in Embleton. It was agreed to vigorously object to both. Councillors
were asked to provide the Clerk with their views so that objections could be
prepared. It was pointed out that Councillors could also object as individuals.
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on April 23rd at 7.30 in
Christon Bank Methodist Church.
Excerpt of a letter to the editors from Mrs A Machen, Vicarage
Cottage, Chathill
….. It has been brought to my notice that an article in the Whinstone
Times gives inaccurate information.
Christon Bank has a regular weekly bus service. The 460 bus goes
through the village every Thursday morning at 09.17 arriving at Alnwick bus
station at 10.01. The return journey leaves the bus station at 12.05, passing
through Christon Bank at approximately 12.40.
The franchise used to be held by Travelsure and is now held by
NEED. It must be emphasised that this is a regular service for all, just like
the Arriva buses. Bus passes are accepted and non-pass holders pay the
normal rate. This is not a Dial-a- Ride service though NEED also operate
such a service for those needing such.
The uptake from Christon Bank used to be good, but has been very
poor of late. It must be pointed out that in rural areas it is vital to ‘use it or
lose it’ for a regular service to continue, and more participation from
Christon Bank would be appreciated……
Yours sincerely
A Machen
.
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County Councillor Wendy Pattison’s
report for March
wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk
Tel. 07779 983072

Note: This is a shortened version of Wendy’s report, with items not
covered in the Parish Council notes

NEED Bus Service is now serving Christon
Bank on their Thursday 460 service. Timetable available on request.
War On Potholes

To report potholes call 0345 600 6400 and ask for Highways or
report them on
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx/form=557.

Roads in the Longhoughton Ward

Resurfacing needs of roads in a poor condition are being addressed
by Northumberland County Council Highways Dept., who has discussed the
situation with the Parish Council.

Northumbria in Bloom

Northumbria in Bloom began in 1964 as one of the founder regions of
the national Britain in Bloom competition. The Northumbria region is the
area from Berwick in the north to Cleveland in the south and Greenhead in
the west.
The purpose of the competition was, and still is, to bring cheer to
the country through community gardening.
All information, including entry details, can be found on the
Northumbria in Bloom website.

Introduction to Making Tax Digital

From April 2019, as part of the Government’s Making Tax Digital
(MTD) programme, VAT registered business with taxable turnover above the
VAT registration threshold (currently £85,000) will have to keep their
records digitally (for VAT purposes only) and submit their VAT return
information to HMRC digitally through ‘MTD functional compatible software’.
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If you are VAT registered and don’t currently use a digital
accounting package to record your VAT information, you need to start
planning for Making Tax Digital now.

A1 Road Closure

At a meeting in February with Highways England, at the Bluebell
Hotel at Belford, residents expressed concerns about the effect on
businesses and the lack of proper consultation. The roadworks (and closure)
were then postponed until later in the year.

Young People’s Coaching Programme

Northumberland County Council coaching programme for young
people is designed to help them plan for a future that they feel they can
cope with and fit into. The programme can help to build confidence; achieve
goals; manage difficult issues, help troubled young people to get back on
track; encourage a better learning or work ethic; discover potential and set
goals; introduce informal learning, visits and taster days; travel planning and
training. The programme is for 16 – 18 year olds who are not in education, or
up to 25 years if you have a special educational need. Coaching sessions are
available across Northumberland. Call Michael on 01670 622112 or 07867
441942 or e-mail Michael.Holliday@northumberland.gov.uk

Clubs & Groups
Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F. Wallis

I am sorry to state that the results for February show much the
same as those we have attained already this season. We lost to both teams
of Glanton and St. James (ladies) and the snow helped us as the match
against St. Michaels was cancelled due to the weather conditions.
March started well with a great win against Bamburgh but it was
soon back to losing ways when Lesbury paid us a visit.
A good night was had by all when we held our internal Triples
competition when the team of Brenda Robson, Ray Coltman & Steve Reeves
beat the team of Grace Yewdale, Stuart Walton, and yours truly in the final.
Three further matches are scheduled before the season ends on 17th April
with our A.G.M.
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Trinity Tots Playgroup

Eleanor Wood

In January we were pleased to celebrate
the 1st birthday of Trinity Tots Playgroup.
We are a friendly, relaxed little
playgroup which runs every Thursday 12:302:30pm in the Parish Rooms and welcome all
children and parents/guardians, locals or
visitors. The cost is £1.50 per family per
session. There is
always tea, cake and
snacks and a friendly
face
to
chat
with. Plus weekly
activities, crafts, musical and pottery sessions
and a wide selection of toys and books to
explore. We had our first Group Outing, to visit
the new-born lambs, which was a success and
great fun was had by all.
We appreciate all the support we have
received from the local community, families and
the Diocese. Please watch out for our next fund-raising events.
It is lovely to watch our children grow and play together. We look
forward to continuing for many more years, for many more children & their
families.

Cover picture
Many thanks to the Trinity Tots group for sending us some photos of
their first birthday celebrations.
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Film Nights @ Howick

John Roper

Howick Community Film Club has shown over 70 films since its
inaugural event in January 2014. Our film nights are held in the beautiful
old village hall in Howick where we have a fabulous audio visual system with 3
metre wide screen. Events are held every 3-4 weeks and alternate between
Friday and Sunday evenings.
There is no need to book in advance, please just turn up. It’s a very
relaxed and informal evening and new visitors are made most welcome. We
have a ‘cabaret style’ table layout so you can sit with your family and friends.
Please bring your own drinks and nibbles. During the winter we have a roaring
log fire on the go. There is no admission charge but we do appreciate small
donations to cover our running costs (suggested £4/head).
We try to cater for all tastes by showing a wide range of film types
including world cinema, old classics and recent releases and films shown to
date have included;- Lion, Bridge of Spies, Citizen Kane, Brooklyn, Cinema
Paradiso, Il Postino, The Theory of Everything, Dead Poets Society, Hidden
Figures, The Eagle Huntress and La Vita E’ Bella. We encourage people to
suggest films they would like to see.
If you would like to be added to our circulation list for details of
forthcoming films please contact John on 01665 576413 or email
johnroper1@btinternet.com. Film dates for your diary:

Sunday 13th May
Friday 1st June
Sunday 1st July
Friday 20th July
Sunday 19th August
Friday 7th September
Sunday 30th September
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 26-28th October - Film Festival Weekend
Sunday 18th November

Friday 7th December

Creighton Hall 100 Club Winners
March :
Ned Bridgeman £40 No. 58
April :
Shelagh Coxon £40 No. 103

Margaret Davison £20 No. 110
Arthur Gofton
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£20 No. 13

FOR SALE

Step Exercise Machine - £20 - hardly used. Jean Lawrence 571356.
Dog Car Ramp and also Car Steps. £10:00 each. Not used.
Good for elderly or small dogs who cannot jump into a car.
Please call: 01665 571326.

Recipe
Baked cod with watercress mash
Serves two
2 chunks of filleted cod
600 gm small new potatoes
1 bag of watercress
3 tbs olive oil
1 clove garlic, crushed
Juice of half a lemon
2 Lemon wedges
Salt and pepper
Preheat the oven to 180C. Sprinkle the fish with a little salt and leave for 10
minutes.
Boil the potatoes until just tender, about ten minutes, and place in a sieve to
drain.
While the potatoes are cooking, blot the fish dry with a piece of kitchen
paper and place on a lightly oiled baking tray. Drizzle with one tablespoon of
the oil and the lemon juice and bake for 15-20 minutes. Chop the watercress,
keeping back two sprigs for garnish.
Warm the remaining oil over medium heat, add the crushed garlic and the
watercress and stir for a few seconds. Add the drained potatoes and crush
lightly. Add the juices from the cooked fish, stir well and season to taste.
Divide the potato mixture between two plates. Place the fish on top with a
wedge of lemon and a sprig of watercress.
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DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ
(500 yards from the A1)

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Free range eggs

Home grown vegetables - ready now

Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/Lpg gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536

NATURE NOTES

Linda Heslop

“Twittering of the sparrows”
Those of you who are familiar with the game of Mah jong will
recognize is the term used when shuffling the tiles at the start of the game.
It is derived from the sound made and Mah jong literally means the game of
sparrows. All this is leading rather haphazardly to the results of the RSPB
birdwatch where the number one bird in Britain is the house sparrow. The
rest of the results are 2. Starling, 3. Blackbird, 4. Blue tit, 5. Woodpigeon,
6. (Surprisingly) Goldfinch, (although Jan Ainsley counted 12 in her garden
birdwatch) 7. Great tit, 8. Robin, (a relation of the thrush, which sadly
doesn’t feature) 9. Magpie and finally 10. Chaffinch. In total people who took
part in the survey saw 1,034,239 house sparrows. It is lovely to know they
are doing well, unlike the curlew which is now the most rapidly declining bird
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in Britain. We are lucky they are fairly common here and 20 were still
feeding in fields west of the Newton overspill pond at the beginning of April.
Thank you both to the lady from Creighton Place, who would like to
remain anonymous, and Peter Brown for your reports, they were much
appreciated. Both “reporters” took part in the national birdwatch, the C.P.
lady didn’t see much as the garden there is still bare and Peter had very
different results from the rest of the country. At Shirewater Peter
counted 10 rooks, the most common bird for him on the day, he could have
recorded 60 plus if the flying members of his rookery had been admissible.
Then he spotted 8 long-tailed tits and 5 blue tits. He actually saw 17
different species including a nuthatch, great spotted woodpecker, 2 mallards
and 2 moorhens. Occasional siskins, a “paddle” of teal and a sparrow hawk
annihilating a dunnock were observed, also 3 roe deer.
The C. P. lady had many sightings in the field north of the new
development, which she says is being returned to pasture, although maybe
not for long as there are plans for another 18 houses there! Many of the
birds are regularly seen although more unusually, a couple of little owls
(these have been reported by others) sitting on fence posts, a brace of grey
partridge and curlews. She is delighted to see some endangered species and,
as she says, very special to Embleton. We hope that she will enjoy living in
the village and see much more wildlife as the new houses become landscaped.
The “Beast from the east” storm has resulted in many finds on the
seashore- it is sad to come across
sea birds lying amongst the
seaweed.
There have been
interesting finds on the beach
including a red mullet, uncommon in
these
waters as
they are mostly Mediterranean fish, several whole
cuttlefish, some quite large, and sea urchins.
Occasionally, after really strong east winds the
urchins do wash ashore. In Cornwall they are
called sea potatoes because of their dried
brownish yellow shells. They are related to the
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starfish, sand dollar and sea biscuit. All have very pretty patterns on their
shells with 5-way symmetry, almost lace-like and flowery. As they bleach in
the sun they turn white. If you are lucky enough to spot them handle them
carefully as they are extremely fragile.
The storms with biting 45 mph winds and copious snow drifts meant
that Embleton and Christon Bank were cut off for several days. Many birds
were crowding around the feeders, gangs of starlings, families of jackdaws
even a kestrel hovering above them looking for a ready meal; how it stayed
still in those winds is quite a puzzle. So much for the start of the nesting
season. The flamingoes seem to have survived all the trials and tribulations
and are still in the pink!
An interesting observation recently was of a pair of seagulls
stomping on the ground, literally left right, left right, until they were
rewarded by whatever wiggly morsel was underneath. Other seagulls spend
hours with oyster catchers in fields west of the golf course, at first sight
nothing unusual in that until it becomes apparent that the gulls are waiting
for the oyster catchers with their extra-long beaks to pierce something,
then a chase ensues as the poor bird tries desperately to elude the
irritating gull.
There are not many geese around, 2 Canada geese on Newton pond
where a pair of swans was seen making merry and are now residing; lapwings
which numbered more than a hundred earlier in the year are now pairing off
and can be heard pee-witting over the fields. Hares are hurtling across the
crops again; apparently they are the fastest land mammal in the UK attaining
speeds of 70kph. The boxing that is sometimes spotted can be males
fighting or a female fending off the advances of an over amorous suitor.
Leverets are born, in a form, which is a flattened nest on the ground, and
unlike a rabbit they are fully furred and with their eyes open.
Finally birds have become more vociferous at dawn, the buds are
beginning to show, aubrietia is flowering, a large bumbler has been buzzing, 7
deer are to be seen to the south of Embleton and swallows will arrive from
14th. April (FIRST SIGHTINGS PLEASE) – Thankfully spring is at last
arriving.
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NATURE NOTES COMPETITION.
Congratulations to Summer-Rose Mcewan, who
has won the competition to identify the
partially hidden bird, see picture.
She
correctly said that it was a Wood Pigeon.
Summer-Rose wins 2 books: The Collins Nature
Guide to the Seashore and the RSPB book,
What’s that Bird? She also wins a trip to the Newton Reserve and a
guided tour with the National Trust warden, Kevin Redgrave. Kevin
will be showing Summer-Rose and her parents around the pool and
dunes sometime in late May when there is more to see and
importantly it will be warmer. Hopefully we will have a report and
some photos of the trip later.

Blink Bonny

The quiz night on 9th April raised £115 for Riding for the Disabled.
The 14th May quiz will be for the Stroke Association.
On 12th June there will be live music with Billy Craig from 7.30 p.m. Entry is
free and all are welcome.

Whinstone Times advertising rates
Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40,
full page £80.
Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six or more
Editors’ Note
Material for the Whinstone Times is provided from external sources. The
editors cannot be held responsible for inaccurate or erroneous information.
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What’s On in May

Tuesday 1
Embleton Women’s Club – “Ladies who Laugh” by Helene
Dolder Parish Room 2.00 p.m. Free entry to all visitors.
Date to be confirmed Craster W.I. - Educational Outing, venue TBC.
Saturday 5th – Monday 7th Craster Art Club - Early Spring Exhibition in
Howick Village Hall. 10.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. each day. Entry is free.
Refreshments available.
Sunday 6th Memorial Service Christon Bank 3.00 p.m.
Tuesday 8th Embleton W.I. - Resolutions & Business 2.00 p.m. Parish Room.
Wednesday 9th Mothers Union - Mrs Cynthia Bishop ‘My visit to Israel’.
2.00 p.m. Parish Room.
Monday 14th Embleton Flower Club - Pearl Anniversary Celebration. Linda
Grey will demonstrate ‘Wedding Table Decorations’. 7.30 p.m. in the
Creighton Hall.
Monday 21st Craster Hist. Soc. Andy Griffin ‘The Jarrow Crusade’. The
walk for work. 7.00 p.m. Craster Memorial Hall.
Monday 28th Whinstone Times Fund Raising Plant Sale on the Village
Green. For plant donations please contact Jennifer Wood 576344 or
Jan Ainsley 576019. For information and donations of cakes or
raffle rizes please contact Jan Ainsley or Mary Kibble on 576608.
Wednesday 30th Alnwick Model Railway Club is holding an Open Day at Rock
Old Village Hall from 2.30 – 8.00 p.m. Admission is free.
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What’s On in June

Sunday 3
Trinity Feast - Creighton Hall from noon. Limited tickets
free from Christine Hunter 576981 or Alison at Embleton Vicarage
571314. Tickets must be ordered between May 13th and 27th.
Tuesday 5th Fistula (Hamlin Fistula Hospital). 2.00 p.m. Parish Room.
Free entry to all visitors.
Thursday 7th Craster W.I. - Speaker from Northumberland Astronomical
Society. 7.15 Craster Memorial Hall.
Monday 11th Embleton Flower Club - Summer outing to Wynyard Hall
Gardens.
Tuesday 12th Embleton W.I. - Summer Outing TBC.
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Tuesday 12th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Summer Concert on Holy Island
at 7.30 p.m. Tickets £8 at door. Accompanied under 12’s free.
Doors open 6.50 p.m.
Wednesday 13th Embleton Mothers Union - ‘Sally Ann fund’. Doug Hill, Blue
Light Co-ordinator from Mind.
Tuesday 19th Watchorn Summer Concert at Craster Memorial Hall at
7.30 p.m. Details as above.
Tuesday 26th Flower Demonstration by Christine Ogle and afternoon tea in
Bamburgh Church. 2.30p.m. Tickets £10 from Yvonne Elliot 01665
721133.
Thursday 28th Watchorn Summer Concert at 7.30 p.m. in Bamburgh Pavilion.
Details as above.
Saturday 30th June – Sunday 1st July Fallodon Open Garden Weekend.
2.00 - 5.00 p.m each day. Limited wheelchair access. Well-behaved
dogs welcome. Excellent teas in the stable yard.

Useful Telephone Numbers
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline

999
101
0800 1111

Crimestoppers

0800 555 111

NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland C. C. County Hall
NCC Councillor for Longhoughton Ward – Wendy
Pattison
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans
Silverline (advice for older people)

111
0345 600 6400
07779 983072

Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland
Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

0871 200 2233
0344 4111 1444
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0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090
0800 470 8090

Local Groups & Activities
Group

Contact

Art Group (Newton)
Community Website
Carpet Bowls
Crafts with Company
Cricket
Film Nights (Howick)
Flower Club
Football
Guides
Hand-bell Ringing
Line Dancing
Mandell’s Coffee Pot
Mothers’ Union
Pilates
Playpark
Snooker Club
Trinity Tots
Whinstone Times

Alexa Nesbitt
Mary Kibble
John Wallis
Jan Applegarth
Raymond Carss
John Roper
Shelagh Coxon
Stuart Imeson
Monica Cornall
Jean Lawrence
Eileen Henderson
Jean Lawrence
Lynne Harris
Carole Dent
Georgina Armstrong
Dougie Hogg
Eleanor Wood
Jan Ainsley &
Mary Kibble
Norma Young
Doris Clark
Mary Kibble
Joan Little

Whist – Christon Bank
- Craster
Women’s Club
Women’s Institute

576677
576608
576797
576603
576589
576413
576791
576358
576890
576356
576154
576356
576489
572166
576917
575221
07900 928048
576019
576608
576680
576479
576608
576788

Please let us know if any of the above information is incorrect or if we
have omitted any group
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coffee, cake and gorgeous things……..
Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW
Tel: 01665 571371
www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk
¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster

A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.
We take the strain and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or
phone 01665 571 275
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you!
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny
Tel:

At Christon Bank, Alnwick
01665 576595

(dog friendly)

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01670 761921 Mob 07955 911720
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton

At the heart of the community

Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace
Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Thursday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2018.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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