Whinstone Times
Community magazine for Embleton and Christon Bank

May/June 2019

Edition No. 61

1

THE VEG HUT
Drythropple Cottage, Charlton Mires, NE66 2TJ
(500 yards from the A1)
Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per
bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Fresh Home Grown Veg, Free Range Eggs
Garden Machinery Service and Repairs
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/LPG gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01670 761921 Mob: 07955 911720
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Editorial
Welcome to the 61st Issue of the Whinstone Times. Back editions are
available on the internet and can be accessed from our community website,
simply visit www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk
The Whinstone Times welcomes both letters and articles from our readers.
Please send articles, letters, advertising or any enquiries to the Editors at our
email address: whinstone.times@gmail.com or tel Jan Ainsley 01665 576019.
Please send any items for ‘What’s On’ to Shelagh Coxon, tel 01665 576791.
The deadline for the next edition is Monday 10th June.
Spring is now well and truly here, although occasionally winter continues to try
and exert its grip with the odd frosty morning. It’s great to see the leaves
coming back to our trees, the birds nest building and the lambs frolicking in
the fields. Crops too are beginning to grow and the rapeseed is well and truly
in flower, bad news if your allergic to it. If you are walking in the local fields,
please remember to stick to the footpaths and keep any dogs on a lead around
livestock.
The front cover shows the recently installed defibrillator in the old BT phone
box at Christon Bank, more on this later. As well as our regular features this
edition includes articles from Coast Care and Embleton Guides and on the new
cupola on the Creighton Hall. There is an update on the second phase of
development at Creighton Place and details of our annual plant sale and a
sunflower competition for those aged 12 and under.
Those of you who have walked down Sea Lane to the beach cannot fail to have
noticed the devastating effect of the fire at the Golf Club. This started in
the early hours of the morning and was caused by an electrical fault in the
charging system for the buggies. Many valuable items of maintenance
equipment were lost and will have to be replaced, but thankfully the propane
gas tank did not go up thanks to the fire brigade. Despite the fire the golfers
were still playing the next morning.
Finally, let’s end on some good news, the chip van is back outside the Creighton
Hall on Thursdays 5-8pm. That’s Thursday’s tea sorted then.
The editors reserve the right to alter or reject material. The views
expressed are those of the contributors
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Christon Bank Defibrillator

Chris German

A new defibrillator has been installed in the old telephone box in Christon
Bank. When BT de-commissioned the phone box, the Parish Council took it over
and planned to install the second defibrillator in the Parish, the first one being
at the Creighton Hall. The defibrillator was provided by the Stephen Carey
trust, who have over 110 of these devices across Northumberland. The trust
was set up in 2013 in memory of Stephen Carey, a local lad from Alnmouth who
died at the age of 21 playing football for his local team. He had an undiagnosed
heart condition. A training course was run by the Stephen Carey trust on the
3rd February and was well attended by local residents.
The unit was installed by
electricians Adam and Oliver on
Friday 5th April and was fully
operational later the same day. Of
course, we all hope it will never be
used, but it’s reassuring to know
it’s there if required. To access
the device, you still need to call
999 and the operators will give you
the code and explain the procedure
for using it. A big thank you to both
Melissa Gilroy who co-ordinated the process from beginning to end and to
David Cooper who cleaned and prepared the phone box prior to the installation.

Sunflower Competition
The Whinstone Times are running a sunflower competition for all children
aged 12 and under in the community. Prizes will be
awarded for the one that grows the tallest and the
one that produces the largest flower. Kits (pot,
compost, seeds and growing instructions) are available
from the school, Moody’s shop or telephone Chris on
01665 571044 from Wednesday 1st May. Judging will
take place in September, dates in our next edition.
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The Creighton Memorial Hall has a new Top Hat
The top hat in question is the cupola that sits astride the ridge of the roof of
the Hall. Have you ever noticed it? More to the point have you noticed that
whereas before it was rather dilapidated it now stands proud, shiny and bright.
The state of the cupola had been of concern for many years, not only as an
eyesore but also because in wet and windy weather it leaked water into the
main hall (often when an event was booked). The cost of repair and
refurbishment was considerable, not least because the span of the roof.
At first the Managers of the Hall
considered having it removed but
this was quickly dismissed as a
solution since everyone felt that
it would destroy the integrity of
a building of great significance in
the village. The Hall was
completed in 1903 and has been a
focal point in Embleton ever
since for meetings, parties,
weddings and concerts as well as
being the meeting place for many regular groups and clubs.
Due to sterling work by Jean Lawrence, one of the Managers, funds were
obtained from various charities including the Sir James Knott Trust, the
Rothley Trust and the Catherine Cookson Foundation plus a generous donation
from the Parish Council. The rest as they say, is history.
Of course, when dealing with a building almost 120 years old, refurbishment is
an ongoing process. Concentrating on the cupola has resulted in identifying
problems with both the main roof and the subsidiary flat roof. The Managers
have commissioned a full surveyor’s report on the roof before considering what
remedial action needs to be taken.
It is important for the survival of the Hall that we attract and increase
lettings, particularly those for weddings and parties. To this end we are intent
on refurbishing the main hall lighting, providing better quality seating and
carrying out further decoration.
Have you considered using the Creighton Hall as a venue for your next ‘big
celebration’- if not, why not? Contact Shelagh Coxon on 01665 576791.
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Useful Telephone Numbers
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline

999
101
0800 1111

Crime stoppers

0800 555 111

NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland C. C. County Hall
NCC Councillor for Longhoughton Ward – Wendy
Pattison
Alnwick Medical Group
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans
Silverline (advice for older people)

111
0345 600 6400
07779 983072

Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland Adviceline

0871 200 2233
03444 111 444

01665 656000
0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090
0800 470 8090

Creighton Hall User Groups - contact details
Carpet bowls: (Tues/Thurs) contact Bill MacDonald 01665 600830
Line Dance: (Wed) contact Elizabeth Henderson 01665 576154
Flower Club:(2nd Monday of the month) contact Shelagh Coxon 01665
576791
Snooker Club: contact Dougie Hogg 01665 575221
Pilates: Tuesday mornings Contact Traci Robertson 07415254647.
Badminton: (3 Mondays per month) contact Bobby Greenley 07834262911
For any other information about the Hall contact Shelagh Coxon 01665
576791

Howick Film Nights:
Held every two weeks on Fridays or Sundays in Howick Community Centre. No
entry charge but small donations would be appreciated to cover our costs
(£4 per head suggested)To be added to our circulation list for details of
future events please contact John at E: johnroper1@btinternet.com or tel
01665-576413.
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Community Information
Parish Council Notes

February/March 2019

Glebe Land Housing Proposal: John Swanson (Countylife) & Ian Beswick
(Newcastle Diocese) attended the March meeting to present the Glebe Land
housing proposal. Countylife outlined their proposals for the site and a sketch
plan was presented which includes two terraces of houses, access from the
corner of Dovecote Close and retention of the existing Glebe field wall.
Countylife recognises the planning issues in that: the Glebe land is allocated in
the draft Neighbourhood Plan as open green space, falls within the
conservation area, and has archaeology beneath the site. Other issues also
include affordable housing provision, the primary residency proposal within the
draft Neighbourhood Plan and sustainability issues.
J Swanson stated that there was little need for affordable homes in North
Northumberland and cited the two empty affordable homes in Dovecote Close
as an example. Questions posed to J Swanson & I Beswick by Councillors and
the public (permitted by the Chairman) included those of sustainable
development, primary residence, lacking benefits for the village, the number
of proposed properties, no bungalows, the possibility of the community buying
the land and ownership of and covenants on the land.
One member of the public added that they felt ‘let down by the church’ and
their proposed use of the Glebe land, requesting that land title deeds &
covenants could be viewed to see what historic provisions may have been made.
They also questioned what the relationship between the Diocese of Newcastle
and the development company was. J Swanson advised that the deeds are
available from the Land Registry and the relationship was a private matter.
Christon Bank Defibrillator: This was installed on 5th April.
Parish Notice boards: A new free-standing Parish notice Board for Embleton
has been ordered and will be sited on the village green.
Christon Bank Well restoration: The parish council intend to register the
land with the land registry so that the well can be restored.
Creighton Place Development: see separate article.
Dunstan Steads Signage: NCC’s plans for new signage to prevent cars using
the road to Dunstan Steads when trying to find the Golf Course or Caravan
Park have not yet been received. It is proposed that a 30mph speed limit be
applied to this road.
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Woodstead-Greyfield Footpath: The PC has been advised that a scheme has
been given the go ahead by Cllr Glen Sanderson. This will provide footpaths
along the full length of Station Road all the way from Woodstead into the
village centre.
Speed restrictions in Christon Bank: NCC presented three options at the
drop-in session on 7th March:1. A central village chicane
2. Road narrowing on each entry/exit point
3. Various forms of village signage
Feedback forms were made available to residents at the meeting. A further
drop-in session is to be arranged once plans are finalised.
Embleton Speed Restrictions: A traffic management scheme for Embleton
has been received from NCC. Councillors agreed that a public consultation is
required for the plan.
Recycling Area Relocation: Clearing trees and shrubs and moving the recycling
site along the wall adjacent to the current site has been discussed but
ownership of the land needs to be established and there may be access issues
for the new development in the quarry.
Neighbourhood Plan: see separate article
Embleton Quarry Working Party: 200 trees provided by the Woodland Trust
have been planted. These are a variety of native species considered suitable
for this site. Gorse clearance has commenced in the northeast corner of the
quarry to encourage the growth of whin grass and orchids. A new path has
been mown to the west of the pond to encourage walkers to avoid the edge
which is very boggy and contains several rare species. The charges made by
the Environment Agency relating to pond overflow have been successfully
challenged and the annual charge of £1500 cancelled. The results of the moth
survey showed that 140 species were identified including several which are
rare to Northumberland. A container is being purchased to be used as a shed
for the tools including the two large mowers recently purchased.
Embleton Joint Burial Committee (EJBC): Prior to the meeting, the Cemetery
House renovation project budget, cash flow and report were circulated to all
Cllr’s for review. At the meeting the Cllr’s agreed to write a letter to the
Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) via the
National Association of Local Councils (NALC) asking permission to apply for a
loan of £25k.
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Forthcoming PC meetings
Monday 29th April, 7:30pm, Christon Bank Methodist Church.
Tuesday 28th May, 7:30pm, Creighton Memorial Hall, Embleton. (PC Meeting,
Annual Meeting of the PC & Annual Meeting of the Parish).
The full minutes of the Parish Council Meetings are published on the Embleton
Parish Council website.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council would like to make sure that all parishioners are
aware of current planning applications in the Parish so that they
are able to review and comment on them. For a list of current
planning applications please visit
www.northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton OR the Embleton Parish
Council Facebook page www.facebook.com/embletonparishcouncil/
These lists are updated weekly, and all planning applications are
discussed at the monthly Parish Council meetings.

Creighton Place Development

Mark Bridgman

The tree planting along the edge of the existing houses has been completed.
The road to Christon Bank was closed for a few days to allow the heavy
equipment onto the site to commence preparing the work compound and
stripping the topsoil. The road will be closed again to allow construction of the
passing spaces. The first stage of roads and sewers will take a couple of
months and then Cussins aim to start on the building work in June, with the
first houses expected to be completed in November 2019.
After consultations between Cussins, the Falloden Estate, NCC and the Parish
Council it has been agreed that the new development will be known as Mandell
Place. This will tie in well with Creighton Place next door, as Mandell Creighton
was the Vicar of Embleton before becoming Bishop of London in 1897 and a
noted historian.
Cussins will start marketing the new houses in May and will set up a sales office
in 39 Creighton Place.
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County Councillor Wendy Pattison’s report
wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk
Tel: 07779 983072
Highways
Embleton – The pavement area outside Moody’s shop and the
narrow path around the corner heading in the direction of
the Greys Inn is in a very poor condition. I will be funding
the resurfacing of this from my Members Allowance and I am hoping to gain
match funding from NCC Highways to repair another pavement area.
Potholes on Sea Lane near to the Golf Course – The longstanding potholes at
this location have now been repaired.
Station Road – I have raised concern regarding the rather dangerous road
junction at the top of Station Road with NCC Traffic Management Officers.
The junction is difficult for drivers to obtain a clear and unobstructed
sightline when pulling out onto the main road. The junction road markings are
to be refreshed once a consultation has taken place to gain resident views on
a 20mph traffic design plan for the road which runs past the school.
Christon Bank – I have recently provided funding from my Members Allowance
for pavement repair/resurfacing near to the Christon Bank shop. The
pavement area at this location was badly damaged during flooding in 2017 and
after the ‘Beast from the East’ snowfall. NCC Highways are awaiting
permission from Network Rail to complete this work.
Community Litter Picking
Northumberland’s face is its fortune; the cleanliness of the county is an
important part of the quality of life of residents and in encouraging visitors.
Rubbish is the first thing we want to tackle. You can help by organising a litter
pick in your area. NCC will help by providing equipment and advice and taking
rubbish away. If anyone is interested in organising a litter pick, please contact
the NCC communications team on 0345 600 6400.
Northumberland Celebrates it’s 2,000th green dog walker
The scheme which encourages responsible dog ownership in Northumberland
has signed up its 2,000th member. The Green Dog Walkers scheme is a
community-led programme to reduce dog fouling by promoting responsible dog
ownership across the county. Dog owners are encouraged to join by signing the
Green Dog Walkers pledge. Those signing the pledge agree to always clean up
after their dog, put the bag in a bin and to use a friendly approach to encourage
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other dog walkers to do the same. The council also provides a Green Dog
Walkers support kit to local community groups and individuals who want to get
involved.
If you are interested in becoming a Green Dog Walker, please email
greendogwalkers@northumberland.gov.uk , or visit our website at
www.northumberland.gov.uk/greendogwalker
Recycling
If you’ve ever wondered what happens to your recycling, you can find out by
visiting NCC West Sleekburn recycling plant, near Ashington. It’s free and you
will be able to see the entire process from the beginning through to when it is
ready for dispatch to re-processing plants.
The organised tours are for small groups and must be booked in advance. The
tours take roughly two hours and run during working hours from Monday to
Friday. The tour is specifically for people over the age of 14 and it is
inadvisable for those with pacemakers to attend, due to the use of powerful
magnets within the plant and other hazards.
If you’re interested in coming on a tour, please forward your contact details
and we can contact you to arrange a convenient time. Call 0345 600 6400

Neighbourhood Plan Update

Karen Greenhoff

Work on the Neighbourhood Plan is on-going following the last round of
community consultations. We received over 75 responses from individuals, land
owners and regional organisations – many of them offering support and
constructive suggestions for the second draft of the Plan. The comments were
subsequently reviewed by the Steering Group and the external consultant,
leading to an action plan for our next steps and agreed changes to the
documentation, based on the feedback we received. The factual appendices
are now being finalised before the Plan is delivered to Northumberland County
Council for their consideration and they will undertake further consultations
before an external inspection by the independent examiner.
As readers will be aware, the Neighbourhood Plan placed great emphasis on
the need to protect the green spaces which lie around and within our villages.
Many public comments were received about the protection of habitats and
landscapes. We recently met with the Ecology Team at Northumberland
County Council and agreed the need for further professional assessments in
order to ensure that all steps are taken to protect our environment for the
benefit of residents and visitors. The Ecology Team will liaise with relevant
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environmental organisations to produce an assessment of both the local
habitats and strategic environment planning. These assessments will delay the
planning process somewhat, but we believe that in the long run it is the best
step to take to achieve the most positive outcomes to ensure the future our
unique Parish.
The neighbourhood planning team are very grateful to you for your
contributions to the consultation, which have been vital in moving the plan to
its next stage. Thank you for your continued support!

News from Embleton Primary School
New Starter - Jo Brealey
We are delighted to welcome new staff member Jo Brealey to Embleton
Primary School. Jo will join Puffin Class
each morning as Key Stage 1 (KS1)
Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HTLA)
supporting Miss Murray. Jo has a wealth
of outdoor experience so will also be a
great staff member to have along at
our Beach Day each Friday.
Lottery Fund Sports Equipment & PE
You may have noticed the new sports equipment in the school field and also the
basketball hoop in the school yard. Earlier in the year Embleton Primary were
successful in a £10k lottery funding bid to purchase outdoor exercise
equipment for the older children in Orca Class (KS2). The exercise equipment
includes a double air-walker, cross trainer, rider and air skier. The children
are enjoying learning to use the new equipment and keeping fit. In other
sports news our children continue to go along to the Willowburn each week to
join Branton Primary School for swimming sessions and other sporting
activities such as bouldering, gymnastics and trampolining. Our KS2 children
also had the opportunity to take part in an inter-school rugby tournament at
Alnwick Rugby Club and a skipping tournament at the Willowburn during the
spring term - a great opportunity for them all to meet children from other
local schools.
Book People Bus - All Welcome
We have booked the Book People Bus to visit the school on the morning of
Tuesday 9th July. The bus is essentially a travelling book shop with a wide
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range of children's books including classics, adventure stories, poetry, prize
winners, non-fiction and reference books at prices of up to 75% off the
RRP. The bus will be parked in the school yard and community members are
more than welcome to pop along anytime between 9am-midday to use the book
shop.
Bus Trip to Bamburgh

Miss Murray, Mrs Cotton and the
children from Puffin class recently
caught the service bus from
Embleton to Bamburgh to visit the
Grace Darling Museum and take part
in a workshop as part of their current
topic. The children thoroughly
enjoyed their morning (particularly
catching the bus!). Here we see the
children re-enacting the rescue on
one of their beach days.
Fundraising
We would like to say a huge thank you to the Embleton community for
supporting our fundraising events. So far this year we have had a Christmas
Fair, Bag Pack, Bingo Night, Easter Fair (raised £457.35) and Blue Bag
collection all of which have raised significant sums of money for our school. As
a result of the Parents & Friends fundraising, we are able to take our children
on a wide variety of different school trips throughout the academic year and
have also been able to help the kids get kitted out for beach days. Our next
large event is the Summer Fair so please come along and join us, look out for
the date in the next Whinstone Times.

Whinstone Times Advertising Rates

As from May 1st our advertising rates are changing. The cost per issue is £15
for a quarter page, £30 for a half page and £50 for a full page. A discount of
5% is applied for 3 editions and 10% for 6 editions.
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For a quote or further
information please call Peter on
either
01665 576440 or 07976 934705
or alternatively email:
pgoodfellowjoinery@gmail.com
2 Merton Cottages, Embleton.
NE66 3XL

Esther Graham Podiatry

Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Home visits
Over 16 years of experience








Toenail Cutting
Ingrown Nails
Corns
Callus
Verruca
Diabetic Foot Assessments
Heel Pain

Tel: 01665720676 or 07708783125
Email: esthergrahampodiatry@yahoo.com
BSc(Hons) podiatry, MchS, HCPC Registered
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Paediatric First Aid Courses in Memory of Evie-Rose Cowan.
Following the tragic death of Evie-Rose Cowan a series of Paediatric First Aid
Courses have been arranged for anybody in the
local community who wishes to attend. A course was
held in April and attended by many of Evie’s friends
from Trinity Tots playgroup. All who attended
enjoyed learning & refreshing our First Aid skills
and it was emotional remembering Evie. Andy,
(Evie’s father), said “We are told that the First Aid
& Resuscitation given to Evie was key in ‘giving her a chance of survival’ while
the Paramedics & Air Ambulance were on their way. I want others to feel they
are able to help should such an emergency happen again”.
The courses are run by Caroline from Tumbles & Grumbles. Informal childcare
and refreshments are provided with volunteers help. The next courses will be
held on Saturday 22nd June, 9am-12pm & Wednesday 17th July, 10am-1pm,
both at the Creighton Hall. There are 12 places available per course and there
is a minimum £5.00 per person donation to cover the course fee. There will be
a fundraising Coffee Morning at Mandells, on Saturday 4th May.
If you wish to attend one of these courses, there will be sign-up sheets
available in Moody’s shop. Donations & volunteers to help run the
refreshments would be very much appreciated. Any queries or offers of
assistance please contact Eleanor Wood: 07900 928048.

Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F Wallis

Since returning after the Christmas and New Year break, the club has played
10 matches against neighbouring teams, losing 4 and believe it or not, winning
6 although that winning streak soon came to an end when we lost our last
match at the end of March.
We have also played 3 internal competitions, the winners of each played each
other on the 9th April to decide the club Champion. The overall champion was
John Wallis with Steve Reeves the runner up; congratulation to both players.
Our last friendly match was played on 2nd April, our A.G.M. took place on the
11th April and our presentation dinner took place on the 16th April which
means we shall have to find something else to occupy our Tuesday and
Thursday evenings until September.
Sadly, we again have lost another member namely Derek Wilkin whose
presence we all enjoyed.
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Nature Notes – March/April 2019

Linda Heslop

“Owl is the grand and rather old man of the forest. He can also spell Tuesday”
There are several quotes about owls but this one from A.A Milne is rather
charming. Owls seem to have brought about a lot of reports this time, many
having been heard or seen in daylight. A Tawny owl was hooting at lunch time
from somewhere in the trees at Shirewater Low Mill, Barn owls have been seen
flying near Denwick during the day (this from
Peter Brown) one was seen at 9.30 am., flying
to land on a fence on the road from Embleton
to Craster eliciting the surprised response in
unison from the car passengers “ooh there is
a barn owl ….. What is it doing up at this time
of day?” Another was flying to the east of the
village. As a symbol, owls evoke mystery, victory, wisdom or solitude, the fact
that they are seen during the day and often on fence posts is either because
they have been disturbed or they are actually hunting; apparently this is fairly
normal, according to research by Iain Taylor into their diurnal habits, usually
this happens in SW Scotland and Northern England. Their main predators are
buzzards. 2 buzzards were seen circling low over the woods at Dunstan Steads,
hopefully not trying to disturb owls!
Spring is well and truly with us now, blackthorn blossom first appeared early
and is now on the wane amongst all the bright green leaves of the yet to flower
hawthorn and the almost perpetual flowering gorse. The first larks were heard
singing on 11th. February and, although muted, a dawn chorus was led by a
thrush on 12th. February. Over 100 curlews were here in early March and a
flock of 20 are still to be seen in the fields to the east of Embleton. Oyster
catchers are still plentiful and there are 28 Hooper swans in the now rather
large secondary pond at Newton, perhaps the same 28 that stayed for a while
in the autumn are now on their way back to their breeding grounds. Swans are
being seen regularly, the mute swans appeared at Newton again in the middle
of March, winding their necks around each other, a precurser to another clutch
of eggs. The ponies, too, are still munching their way around the periphery,
keeping the vegetation down, trying to see them is a bit like a children’s game
where you try to see faces hidden in trees, they are so well camouflaged. At
the beginning of April a pair of crows were devouring the eggs on a rough nest
on the side of the water, a grey heron was also present and there was frog
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spawn in a puddle near the village. Frog spawn is laid in clumps and toads lay
their eggs in a line along reeds.
The village pheasant has managed to survive the winter and the efforts of the
guns. He can be heard coughing ostentatiously near the playpark when the dawn
chorus starts. Other cock pheasants can also be seen bobbing up and down in
the oil seed rape as they vie for superiority; it can be quite noisy. Several birds
are sporting rather fetching nest material moustaches as they busily prepare
to lay their eggs.
A lovely story from one village runner on 9th. March. Although starting in
sunshine she then had to start running through icy sleet as she came to the
dene near Dunstan Steads. She saw a shape running beside her and then
watched as the cotton-wool tail kept pace - a roe deer. It then stopped and
looked at her, a conversation ensued, it has to be said it was rather one-sided
but the deer was quite happy to listen.
No reports this time from our correspondents at Creighton Place 1, the
builders have started CP 2 and are disrupting all the wildlife that made its
home there. Hopefully when they have finished the partridges, hares, oyster
catchers, owls and curlews will return.
Lots of ladybirds were about very early and judging
from the amount in Jean Lawrence’s garden, she
must be going to have a lot of good luck. Rita Cavill
has been keeping an eye on the quarry and came
across some leaf beetles, she has done very well to
identify them. She also says the swans can be seen
there. Maybe the same pair that were seen battling
against the very strong winds we had, trying to fly
north. They gave up the struggle, turned and were
seen catapulting into the quarry. Shelduck were
there too last week.
“Mrs Garden’s” flamingos, near the garage, have fallen fowl of the weather but not to worry more are migrating to join the swans in her garden soon and
will re-commence the patrol of the borders.
Swallows have now been seen in Embleton, a sure sign spring is with us.
Recommended for dog lovers a new book “Fabulous Finn” by Dave Wardell.
Reports please to: naturenotes.whinstonetimes@gmail.com
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Embleton Guides

Monica Cornall

The 1st Embleton and 4th Berwick Guides visited the Reece engineering works
at the beginning of March to take part
in a Lego robotics competition. They
had been working on their robots for
months. Embleton came 2nd in the
speed challenge and Berwick were 3rd
which was excellent as we were only
beginners. Embleton Guides gave an
excellent presentation based on a film
they had made themselves about the
use of drones to prevent tiger
poaching. The girls also got to complete a communications challenge and met
lots of friendly engineers.

A German Requiem

Jan Ainsley

On Saturday 6th April the Alnwick and District Choral Society put on a
wonderful performance of Brahms’s German Requiem in St Paul’s Church,
(Alnwick); directed and conducted by Embleton’s Peter Brown. In the absence
of the usual orchestral accompaniment, Alan Gidney’s highly accomplished
delivery of Knud-Erik Kengen’s organ transcription beautifully enhanced the
singing.
Brahms composed the German Requiem between 1865 and 1868, possibly
inspired by the death of Robert Schumann in 1856 and his own mother in 1865.
Although sacred, it is not liturgical and uses passages from the Martin Luther
bible. While the Latin Mass focuses on the dead, Brahms’ Requiem focuses
more on the transience of life and the need of comfort and consolation for
the living who mourn the dead. The Requiem was pivotal in launching the career
of Brahms as a world-renowned musician.
On Saturday 9th November the Choral Society will be performing a
Remembrance Concert which will include Bernstein’s ‘Chichester Psalms’ and
Peter Brown’s new work ‘Requiem’ written for ADCS. For more details go to
www.alnwickchoralsociety.co.uk
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Farming News March/April 2019

Lucia Bridgeman

February was an extraordinary month; I have never known our heavy clay soil
so dry in winter. We have managed to sow our spring crops a good two months
earlier than last year. In March and April of 2018, we were worried about
the drill getting bogged, this
year we have been waiting for
some rain. The earlier the spring
beans are sown the better
because they take seven months
from sowing to harvest and we
don’t want to be combining in
November. Getting them in early
can also mean the difference
between a great crop and
something very disappointing.
These beans provide high protein animal feed, most of which will go to feed
free range organic chickens. We have also sown the spring oats, which we
grow on contract for a mill specializing in organic
oats. The oats will be under-sown with grass later this month so that after
the harvest we have the grass already established and our neighbour’s sheep
will be grazing it within a few weeks of harvest. At this time of year, we also
spread some chicken muck on top of crops to help the soil’s fertility, because
as an organic farm we don’t use manufactured fertilizers.
Once every couple of years we tidy up the scrap accumulating at the farm. A
20ft container was parked by the farm buildings for two weeks so we could
gather up the scrap metal for recycling. It is incredible how quickly we can
fill it with old fencing wire, worn machinery parts such as plough metal,
material recycled from cottage refurbishments and two 50-year-old trailers
which had come to the end of their life. It is very satisfying to think all this
redundant material will be melted down and reused.
We have also been gathering up timber for chipping. 16 houses on the
Fallodon estate have their heating and hot water run from 2 biomass plants,
where the wood chip from the estate is used to fuel the boilers. Every 9
months we fill the woodchip store, hiring in a machine which can chip 500
cubic meters of material in less than a day.
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My 65 Year Duneland Crusade at Embleton - Part 2
By William Sutherland. Part 1 is in edition 60, available on our community
website: www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk/publish.html
At the golf course, my parents had restored the course after the war and
managed it at a loss for 20 years. But now (in 1968) the National Trust wanted
to turn it back to duneland and the membership was too small to take it over,
My parents felt we should give the whole thing up but I was a keen golfer so I
offered to take over running the course. With the support of the Bungalow
Owners and massive input from John Carss and Jock Arnott (the
greenkeepers), we created 10 new holes to transform the course into its
modern format. For the next 13 years I continued an uneasy relationship with
Major Orde and Mr Harwood who represented the National Trust.
Over the years the Trust have constantly argued that they don’t have the
resources to enforce their byelaws – this despite the fact that I passed over
the annual rents from the Bungalow Owners to them and persuaded my family
to make Risemoor cottage available as accommodation for a warden. The Trust
ended up breaking almost every promise they had made to us - we have had
some stressful times! The Trust do many good things but managing wild open
areas that produce no income is not one of them. Today we are extremely
fortunate that Dr Peter Gilbert was able, with his business training, to
renegotiate the golf course lease with the Trust. The new lease has made it
possible to make proper investment and create the flourishing business which
provides so much attraction and employment within Embleton.
50 years later, as I read the draft Embleton planning document, I wonder how
many people realise how and why Embleton still has probably the most beautiful
beaches, duneland and golf course in England. This did not happen by accident
- yet most people here seem to take it for granted! My father and my family
faced constant lobbying and criticism over many years because we would not
give in to pressure to open up and “commercialise” the duneland. Today
Embleton faces even greater challenges to protect this “jewel in its crown”.
We have the National Trust, the AONB, the County Council and the news media
constantly advertising the special beauty of this place. They take no regard
for the pressures this puts on access, never mind the fact that these (mostly
day) visitors contribute virtually nothing to the local employment or economy.
We have potential clashes of interest between walkers, dog owners, surfers,
golfers, bathers, mountain bike riders, horse riders, bird watchers and
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bungalow owners. There is a total lack of any co-ordinated management or
provision of information for these disparate groups.
As I see it the number one priority for the future of Embleton is how we
manage car parking and traffic – including the growing popularity of mountain
biking, the prospect of a major new coastal footpath and the many
irresponsible dog owners who leave their bags of dog mess tucked under
bushes all over the dunes. There is chaos down Sea Lane every sunny day as
visitors and golfers battle for space and access – it can sometimes take 20
minutes just to get up the single-track lane. The cars parking along the
Dunstan Steads road make a muddy mess of unmanaged grass verges. I was
very surprised to see that the draft village plan makes no mention (that I can
see) of traffic management and car parking when managing this properly is the
key to preservation of the beaches. At some point (the sooner the better)
Embleton needs to decide how many cars should be accommodated, where the
designated car park should be (in the Quarry?) and how all our visitors can be
provided with better information about use and access on the dunes (where
the footpaths are, how to avoid danger from golf balls and where there are
sensitive wildlife areas). Another related policy area concerns camping and
parking/servicing of mobile homes. How much camping should be allowed and
what sort should it be (caravans, mobile homes, tents...). The village plan should
also make sure the 3 existing campsites have safe and convenient footpath
access to our pubs, beaches and shops.
When my grandfather, Sir Arthur Sutherland, bought his Embleton estates in
1919 he had a vision of a high class Embleton “riviera” with a crescent of 23
fine large villas stretching from north of the Sea Lane around the bay and golf
course across to Dunstan Steads(only 2 were built). He encouraged the
building the duneland bungalows to enable more city people to enjoy the
beaches as well as supporting the golf course. He developed the golf course to
provide employment, healthy recreation and an attraction which would bring
more visitors to his hotel (the Dunstanburgh). I think he would have thoroughly
approved of the type of high-class development the Manners family has
created at North Farm and thoroughly disapproved of the (no doubt highly
profitable) “Noddy” estate houses of the Creighton Place development.
Embleton’s challenge for the future is how to get more of the former and none
of the latter!
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What’s on in May/June
May 2019
4th Coffee Morning in aid of Paediatric First Aid Courses. 10am in Mandells.
4th -6th Craster Art Club-Early Spring Exhibition in Howick Village Hall
10am - 5pm each day. Entry is free, refreshments & some art work
available to buy.
7th Embleton Women’s Club - 2pm Parish Room.
9th Craster W.I. - Alnorthumbria Vets speaker David Young BVM SMRCVs
Craster Memorial Hall 7.15pm.
13th Embleton Flower Club Demonstration by Irene Parker ‘Inspiration &
imagination’ 7.30pm Creighton Hall. Members free, visitors £5.
14th Embleton W.I. - Open meeting everyone most welcome. A Cookery
demonstration by Marjorie Goodchild 2pm Creighton Hall.
20th Craster Historical Soc ‘There’s more to the needle than meets the eye’
Barry Mead. Craster Memorial Hall 7pm.
22nd Seahouses Historical Society - Baliffgate Museum present a display of
Tudor Fashion.
27th Whinstone Times Plant Sale – Embleton village green 10am-12.30pm.
28th Parish Council Meeting – 7.30pm Creighton Hall.
June 2019
4th Embleton Women’s Club - 2pm Parish Room.
5th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Concert - Craster Memorial Hall 7.30pm.
6th Craster W.I. Educational Outing to Wynyard Rose Garden.
11th Embleton W.I. outing.
13th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Concert - Holy Island 7.30pm.
16th Trinity Feast Creighton Hall. Contact Christine Hunter 576981 for all
details.
17th Craster Historical Society 7pm Craster Memorial Hall ‘The Edlingham
Vicarage Burglary – a shameful miscarriage of justice’ by John
Yearnshire.
20th Embleton Flower Club members only outing to Swallow House Plants.
24th Parish Council Meeting – 7.30pm Christon Bank Church.
29th -30th Fallodon Gardens Open Weekend 2-5pm each day. Limited
wheelchair access. Well behaved dogs on leads welcome. Excellent
teas in stable yard. £4 entry.
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WHINSTONE TIMES
ANNUAL PLANT SALE

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY MAY 27TH
10.00am to 12.30pm
ON THE VILLAGE GREEN, EMBLETON
PLANTS, CAKE STALL AND A RAFFLE
FOR DONATIONS OF SEEDLINGS, PLANTS OR CAKES PLEASE
CONTACT EITHER JAN OR CHRIS, OR BRING ALONG ON THE
DAY.
FOR DONATIONS OF RAFFLE PRIZES, PLEASE CONTACT JAN
OR CHRIS.
Further information from Jan 01665 576019 or Chris 01665 571044
Mandells Coffee Pot will be open in the Parish Rooms for Teas, Coffee,
Homemade Scones and Cake
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Embleton Quarry

Coast Care

Coast Care is a volunteering initiative, designed to protect the
Northumberland coastline from Berwick upon Tweed to Amble.
Coast Care have been working in partnership with Embleton Quarry Steering
Committee to provide practical conservation days with groups of volunteers.
The first session at the site got off to a fantastic start as a group of 8
volunteers removed gorse by hand from an
area of the Whin Sill, this conservation
work will give the opportunity for the rare
habitat of whin grassland to flourish in the
future. Further sessions at the site
involved scrub control to ensure grassland
habitats can be established, which will
improve the biodiversity of the site. Coast
Care will continue practical conservation
on site and will be looking for volunteers
who would like to make a difference to
reinvigorate this man-made habitat.
Coast Care volunteers play an important role in the protection and management
of the beautiful Northumberland coastline. We provide a wide range of
opportunities for people from all ages and abilities. If you would like to
submerge yourself in local history, get up close and personal with wildlife and
help to conserve an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty then please get in
touch: Email: info@coast-care.co.uk ,call 07813 563047 or feel free to pop in
to the Volunteer Centre at Seahouses Hub for a chat with staff or attend one
of our coffee mornings which we hold on the last Friday of every month 10am12pm.
For more information about the project or to see what activities we have
organised please visit our webpage: www.coast-care.co.uk
Editor’s Note: This work is in addition to the weekly sessions at present held
on Sundays at 2 pm that Simon and Jean Doughty organise.
Coast Care is a partnership project delivered by Northumberland
Wildlife Trust, the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty partnership and Seahouses Development Trust,
supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund.
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A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.
We take the strain and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or
phone 01665 571 275
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you!

Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick
Tel:01665 576595
(dog friendly)

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton
At the heart of the community
Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace
Selection of pub meals every day
Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Friday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2018.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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