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THE VEG HUT
Drythropple Cottage, Charlton Mires, NE66 2TJ
(500 yards from the A1)
Logs- Dumpy bag - free local delivery or collect your own bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Fresh Home Grown Veg, Free Range Eggs
Garden Machinery Service and Repairs
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/LPG gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01670 761921 Mob: 07955 911720
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com
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Editorial

Welcome to the 65th issue of the Whinstone Times. Previous editions are
available on the internet and can be accessed from our community website,
www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk
Here we are at not just the end of another year but another decade, and more
uncertainty than usual about what the next few years will bring. As we go to
print, the 2019 general election is about to happen, and it certainly will be
interesting!
The Whinstone Times has had a good year. We have had some interesting
articles sent in, we enjoyed our two fundraising events - the Plant Sale in May,
which raised £395 and the Table Top Sale in November, which raised £397
and with Sarah Coxon joining us, our editorial team is now four strong.
For our fundraising in 2020 we hope to hold a combined
Plant and Table Top sale at the Creighton Hall in May, and
we hope the weather will be kinder to us than it was for
either of our 2019 events! We very much hope you enjoy
the Whinstone Times and as always, we would like to thank
everyone who supports the magazine by advertising with us,
sending in articles and donations, or just by reading it.
Chris, Jan, Sarah and Tony wish everyone a Happy
Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year.
The Whinstone Times welcomes both letters and articles from our readers
and any ideas you have for your local community magazine.
Please send articles, letters, advertising or any enquiries to the Editors at our
email address: whinstone.times@gmail.com or tel Jan Ainsley 01665 576019.
Please send any items for ‘What’s On’ to Shelagh Coxon, tel 01665 576791.
The deadline for the next edition is Monday 6th January.
The editors reserve the right to alter or reject material. The views
expressed are those of the contributors.
The front cover this time shows a picture of the defeat of Sir Andrew
Barton, and you will find an article about him, which James Rose has
sent us, on page 15
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Parish Council Notes

November 2019

The PC voted to approve the draft Neighbourhood Plan and it has been
submitted to NCC. They have reviewed it and are satisfied it meets all legal
requirements and are now running their own consultation until January 6th.
A new waste bin has been purchased and is awaiting installation on Sea Lane
opposite The Villas. Stickers have been applied to all waste bins in the Parish
to indicate they can now be used for dog waste.
No further progress has been made with the issue of wild camping in the dunes,
the National Trust have yet to agree a date for a meeting. There is no easy
fix to the issue of camper vans parking overnight at Dunstan Steads; although
NCC own the land they are not prepared to enforce the overnight restrictions
as their teams do not work during these hours.
There has been very little progress with the speed management plans for both
Christon Bank and Embleton. The work on the corner of Station Road has not
progressed beyond the initial survey and the current situation is worse from
a road safety aspect than before. The PC agreed to write to NCC to express
their concern on both matters.
The new container has been delivered to the quarry and some of the gravel
has been moved to the waterside with the help of Mark Bridgeman. The appeal
for help with the management of the quarry has produced no new volunteers.
Work in the quarry has now been suspended until the Spring.*
Work on the renovation of the old Cemetery House should start in late
December or early January. The interest rate on the loan; when it is activated,
will be 1% greater than anticipated. An increase in the contribution that the
PC gives to the Burial Committee was approved (Low Newton and Craster PC’s
are also increasing their contributions).
The PC have also written to NCC about the bus service to and from Alnwick.
At present there is no return service between 13.08 and 16.05, which was
considered to be too greater a gap. A response is awaited.
There have been several incidents of vandalism in Embleton in the last couple
of months. Despite the Police being informed they showed very little interest.
The PC agreed to raise the issue with the Inspector at Alnwick and request
that they attend a future PC meeting to discuss this and other issues.
In response to several enquiries from residents about the new fence at
Embleton Cottage the PC has written to NCC’s conservation officer.
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Indications from NCC are that they are now considering the building of small
workshops on the site of the old house in the quarry. Affordable homes were
initially considered but there was no need for these in the Parish.
A vacancy has arisen for a new Parish Councillor, this will be advertised after
the general election on December 12th due to purdah.
The precept for 2020/21 was agreed.
*Note- Coast Care will continue to work at the quarry over the winter

Public Space Protection Order – Dogs

NCC have been consulting on a Public Spaces Protection Order for the control
of dogs which will come into force from the 31 st January 2020. Among the
proposals it will be a criminal offence (fine up to £1000) to allow fouling on
public land including public footpaths and the exclusion of dogs from enclosed
children’s play areas. It will also be an offence not to have a dog on a lead of
not more than 1.5m in length on all A and B classified roads. The full document
is available on NCC’s website.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council would like to make sure that all parishioners are
aware of current planning applications in the Parish so that they are able
to review and comment on them. For a list of current planning
applications please visit www.northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton OR the
Embleton Parish Council Facebook page
www.facebook.com/embletonparishcouncil/
These lists are updated weekly, and all planning applications are
discussed at the monthly Parish Council meetings.
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Community Information
County Councillor Wendy Pattison’s report
wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk
Tel. 07779 983072 and Facebook – Cllr Wendy Pattison
9 Parishes Meeting – Embleton Parish Council was represented at the meeting
on October 3rd by the Chairman of Embleton Parish Council, Cllr Terry Howells.
Speakers present at the meeting were County Councillor Glen Sanderson
(with responsibility for highways) and NCC Officer, Mr Paul Jones. Concern
was mentioned by Cllr Howells regarding overnight camping and other issues
at Dunstan Steads. Cllr Howells has also written formally on this and other
concerns on behalf of the Parish Council to Mr Jones who has since
responded on this issue to the Parish Council.
Embeton Primary School and 20mph Flashing School Signage – A site visit
was organised on Wednesday 23rd October with the Chairman of Embleton
Parish Council, Cllr Terry Howells, Head Teacher Mrs Nicola Threlfall, and
also myself, to look at where best to place new school signage and ensuring
the safety of children, residents and parents.
Lindisfarne Community Campus A special drop in session to find out more
about the new Lindisfarne Community Campus in Alnwick was held on October
25th. This summer the council agreed major investment on the former
Lindisfarne school site to create a modern Adult Learning Centre and
Community Campus. Before May 2017 the Middle School and Sports Hall had
been approved for demolition and were due to be sold for housing. However,
the current administration decided to retain the site.
Feedback for potential uses overwhelmingly favoured creating a Community
Campus anchored by the Council’s Learning and Skills Service who are already
operating from the site, albeit in poor quality facilities. The Service will be
based in the annexe buildings which will be fully refurbished, and the existing
community organisations will have the opportunity to move across.
Fly tipping - Northumberland County Council is clamping down on fly-tippers
using a combination of education, engagement and enforcement. In the last six
months the number of recorded fly tips has increased, mainly due to some ‘hot
spot’ urban areas in the south east of the county. Whilst part of the rise is
due to improvements in recording methods and street cleansing arrangements,
the activity of a small minority is causing a growing concern. As well as
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supporting people to dispose of their waste responsibly and reminding them of
the ways they can do this, the council will be increasing its efforts to identify
and hold to account those small number of people who continue to dump their
rubbish.
People found fly-tipping can face an on-the-spot fine of £400 or up to
£50,000 or 12 months imprisonment if convicted in a Magistrates' Court.

Creighton/Mandell Place Update

Mark Bridgeman

Farming News - November 2019

Lucia Bridgeman

The site is progressing well, despite the challenging weather for house
building. The aim is that the first houses will be handed over before Christmas
and the last complete by the Spring. All bar one of the houses have now either
been sold or reserved. The landscaping work in the field to the north of the
site will need to wait till conditions improve and the land dries up in the Spring.

It has been raining! Fortunately, by being patient, we almost finished our
winter drilling at the end of October, monitoring the ground carefully and
taking the opportunities when we could. It is always tempting to get the crop
sown whatever the conditions but wise old hands will tell you that the most
important day for any crop’s life is the first day and correct conditions are
critical. Many farmers further south in the country have not been able to sow
most of their crops and many have had to abandon late harvested crops such
as potatoes and maize. This will lead to a shortage of some autumn crops next
year, and an over-supply of Spring crops such as barley which many farmers
will have had to revert to as a last resort. The fields nearest Embleton have
been sown with spelt, which we are experimenting with. It is grown on contract
for a Teesside flour mill. Spelt is a very old grain which is becoming
increasingly popular for its nutritional value and because it is easier for the
body to digest than other types of wheat.
Some of you may have watched a recent BBC2’s programme on meat. It is
interesting to note that the majority of this programme was filmed abroad
and was not discussing the production of meat in the UK. 60% of the UK is
permanent grass and much of that is not suitable for growing crops. It is
suitable for cattle and sheep to graze. This is an efficient way to use our land,
in contrast to the feed lots in the USA where cattle are often fed soya
indoors, much of which comes from South America. It is very important to
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contrast the different environmental impacts of different production
methods. Most UK produced red meat is grass fed, be that silage in the winter
or grass in the fields for the rest of the year.

Christon Bank News
Christmas Fair
£231 was raised for Church funds at the Christmas Fair on 30th Nov.
Carol singing
There will be Carol singing at the church in Christon Bank on 22nd Dec. at 4pm
Fundraising at the Blink Bonny
£135 was raised for the Poppy Appeal at the Fireworks Display on Nov. 2nd,
Bingo on 23rd November raised £195 for Riding for the Disabled and the
Charity Quiz on 11th November raised £206 for the Bobby Robson foundation.
See What’s On for forthcoming fundraising at the Blink Bonny

Sustaining our Small Rural and Coastal Communities
Neil Doherty
In the November/December 2019 issue of the Whinstone Times County
Councillor Wendy Pattison reported that NCC was about to introduce a new
Housing Strategy and Karen Greenhoff's Neighbourhood Plan update indicates
that progress is being made which will enable the Community of Embleton and
Christon Bank to decide the way it wishes to develop economically,
environmentally and socially into the future. Hallelluiah!
It would be marvellous if our local councillors were able to decide on local
issues and what its residents need to sustain their Community rather than the
current practice of being presented with decisions which have been made by
officials who are far removed from where it will be implemented. My
scepticism arises from what recently happened with the allocation of a council
house in Craster. Unlike in the past where housing needs were decided at a
local level, the County Council has in effect privatised this vital service by
transferring the administration of the few remaining council owned houses to
an organisation called Home Finder. This arrangement prevents locally elected
councillors from participating in decisions which have a major influence on
existing Communities and sustaining them in the future.
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Home Finder's allocation system relies on officials ticking boxes and using the
results to decide who gets the council house. This has had a devastating effect
on one couple and their extended family who have lived for generations in the
village.
Villages were originally formed by strong family units. They are sustained by
extended families which give the Community roots. These family members help
bring up the children and provide care for the elderly. Surely family ties should
be significant factors when allocating a council house which is essentially
owned by the community.
Neighbourhood Plans will only succeed if the County Council is willing to devolve
power to implement decisions to those who democratically own the Plan. But I
am not holding my breath.

Journey of a Painted Rock

Sarah Coxon

Howick Gardens are an excellent place to take a family group that includes one
toddler, one very pregnant niece, one very ancient granny and a couple of
hipster sons. Everyone can go at their
own pace, with the more able bodied (or
less pregnant) doubling back like
sheepdogs to re-unite with the slower
members. And the setting is so
thoroughly agreeable that everyone
calms a little and starts to take more
notice of their surroundings.
So when the toddler picked up a stone
from a nearby bench no-one really
noticed, until he presented it to ancient
granny. It turned out that this wasn’t
any ordinary stone, it was a stone with purpose. On it was painted a white
feather and the words ‘feathers appear when angels are near’. This was enough
of an enigma to make sure we turned the stone over. The message found on
the other side suggested we looked on Facebook for a page dedicated to ‘The
journey of a painted rock’. Once home (after tea and scones in the Howick
Tea Room, of course) we duly looked on Facebook to find out more. It turns
out that the stone had been left on purpose by someone participating in this
bit of fun. The idea being that an unsuspecting someone else comes along and
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picks the stone up, reads the message, checks on Facebook and then joins in
by leaving the stone in a new location for another ‘someone else’ to find.
We found out that the Howick ‘rock’ came from Northern Ireland, via Loch
Lomond, and thence to our corner of Northumberland. It took 12 days to pass
into our hands and the next day we left it on the bench at the very top of Sea
Lane, Embleton. It was another 4 days before someone posted that they’d
found it and were off to leave it in another, mystery, location. Perhaps the
person that found it next kept the stone?
Who knows, nothing more has been posted
about it on the page so far. But it’s just a bit
of fun and seems to me like a grand idea for
keeping kids occupied on a rainy day in the
school holidays. First find your stones, then
paint them in any design you fancy on one side,
as long as you repeat the instructions about
the facebook page on the other. Take a photo of your handiwork to post on
the page and then leave it somewhere interesting for the next part of its
journey to begin. Go for it!

Creighton Hall

Jean Lawrence

A few months ago we applied to the Community Chest fund, which
Northumberland County Council run, for funding towards new chairs for
Creighton Hall. They have given us £5000 so we can go ahead and get new
chairs ordered. We are very grateful to NCC for this generous amount and
look forward to giving our users a much more comfortable experience when
visiting the Hall. Photos will be available when the chairs arrive - possibly
between Christmas and New Year.

Embleton Guides
Embleton Guides would like to thank everyone who attended or contributed to
their Bingo night at the Creighton Hall on 30 th November. A magnificent £401
was raised for their funds.
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Nature Notes – November/December

Peter Brown

An essentially mild and sunny October gave way to a wild wet November. The
contrast has never been so great. The first sub-zero morning was not until 14th
October and then it was short lived. Red Admirals and damsel flies were still
around on 26th October. Most remarkable (and contrary to what was said in
the last edition) the last Martins were seen (four) on 11 th October - surely a
record. And then…seventeen days in November saw rain (another record?).
Cheviot was covered with snow by 10th and roads gritted by 12th.
Thomas Hood’s poem says:
‘No dawn – no dusk – no proper time of dayNo sky- no earthly viewNo distance looking blueNo shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees,
No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birdsNovember!’
On the contrary: there were
plenty of leaves and plenty to see!
The Shirewater Heron was making
the most of the swollen burn to
fish, and Woodcocks were seen in
the orchard. What seemed like
little twinkling lights in a tree
turned out to be twelve Longtailed Tits (above) flitting in turn from branch to branch and then setting off
one by one in search of more food. It is a wonderful to see the furry balls,
nearly always in large groups, descending on a tree or feeder. This seems to
be their time.
On the coast, numerous waders were
in evidence, with Sanderlings a-plenty.
One large wheeling flock at Football
Hole included a number of Turnstones
and a solitary Purple Sandpiper
seeking safety in numbers. A rare
Little Egret flew over the Skaith on
5th November. From a flooded hide at
Newton Pool, Norman Brown saw
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fifteen Black Tailed Godwits on the pond (page 11). At the Quarry, Rita’s eagle
eyes have seen eight buzzards all at the same time (what did they know?) and
nine swans a-swimming. Surely, she could have found six geese a-laying and a
partridge? Maybe not, as Linda saw a fox ambling in the fields to the east of
Park Villas in early October.
And the rain continued. Amazingly, the last week of November 2018 also saw
rain every day but there were only four other wet days that month. By
contrast, November 2017 experienced a mere six wet days in total but snow
in the village on 30th. Maybe a discussion on climate change should wait for a
future edition…

Sunflowers

th

Claire Manners

November 5 - I’m just reading the Whinstone
Times and saw you had no entries to the
sunflower competition. I planted up three pots
of seeds some yours and some from seed
packets. None grew! Until this week! They’re
very short with very small flowers but they are
sunflowers. Definitely not competition worthy
but maybe if there were no other entries!
My grandfather Ken Thompson passed away in
summer 2018, when the sunflowers were
beautiful. We gave out sunflower seeds at his funeral for friends and family
to plant this year. The ones we sent to Spain flourished! My husband, Richard
Manners, planted a mixture of sunflower seeds and Kale in our wildlife strips
at North Farm & sadly nothing grew at all.

Future sunflower competitions

Maybe the weather in 2019 was just unsuitable for sunflowers. Lots of people
took away the pots and seeds but we had no news of giant sunflowers – only
the sad tale of Claire’s miniatures!
Do let us know if you would like to try again next year or if there are any
suggestions for other Whinstone Times competitions.
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Sunset

Neil Doherty

Today I watched the sunset
As shadows march in lines
And when it rains there’s a rainbow
One colour at a time
The hills put on their blankets
The gull and crow are done
And as I said softly in the twilight
See you in the morning, sun
I sat out in the darkness
And felt the dew drops fall
I watched the moon rise in its place
I heard the night birds call

The seasons in perfect order
No clocks or time piece here
As the days grow shorter
At the closing of the year

Recycling plastics in Northumberland - an update
If it's plastic and its bottle-shaped then put it in your recycle bin!
Don't forget the bottle tops too - they can now be recycled - just leave them
on the bottle. Plastic bottles should be empty and preferably clean before
recycling to avoid contaminating paper or card.
There is no need to check for recycling numbers. Milk bottles, soft drink
bottles, water, detergent, shampoo and even trigger bottles can all go in.
Plastic pots, tubs or trays are not recycled here because there is less demand
for reprocessing and they are more likely to get trapped amongst other good
recyclable items like the paper and card.
In Northumberland, only plastic bottles are recycled in the kerbside
household waste recycling service. Plastic bottles are made of HDPE or PET
which is easily recyclable and in high demand for reprocessing in the UK and
Europe.
Other plastic items should be reused if possible or placed in your general
rubbish bin. This waste is then used as fuel at our Energy from Waste facility
which generates 9.6MW of electricity per annum to the National Grid.
Some plastic bags can be recycled at bigger supermarkets
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Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F Wallis

Surprise, Surprise, we at last can record another win. After winning the
match against Rennington we lost the following 6 matches, but in the last
week of November we managed a win away at Longframlington. Has the tide
turned? The answer to that question will appear in the next W.T. as we are
scheduled to play a further 5 matches. Also during that period we will have
played the first of our internal competitions.
In the meantime the club members hope that all you readers have a most
enjoyable Christmastime and a Happy, Healthy 2020

Christmas Cards and Trees
Real Christmas trees can be left on the grass by the recycling bins in Embleton
for composting. Cards that are glitter free should go in your recycling bin.
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The Andra Barton Rock & the Battle of Flodden Field
James Rose
The Battle of Flodden Field was a pivotal point in Anglo-Scottish relations and
Embleton has a link to the battle through the Andra Barton Rock in Embleton
Bay. Covered by sand and sea, the rock bears the inscription, ANDRA
BARTON, the name of a sixteenth century Scottish pirate, and is rarely
revealed except at extremely low tides and after severe storms have
excavated the surrounding sand.
In 1476 in the seas off Flanders, a Portuguese squadron seized a Scottish
merchant ship and killed its captain, John Barton, Andrew’s father. Andrew
successfully sued the Portuguese in a Flemish court, but they failed to pay
compensation and representations by the Scottish king, James III, to the King
of Portugal got nowhere. James therefore gave Andrew Barton a letter of
marque, which licensed him and his brothers to attack Portuguese shipping to
obtain recompense for their loss, a sort of state-sponsored piracy.
The Barton family don’t seem to have taken advantage of this and continued
to trade as before, probably because there were no suitable ships available
that could attack the Portuguese but in 1506, much to the annoyance of the
Portuguese king, who felt that too long a time had passed, the letters of
marque were renewed by James IV. Now the Bartons acted and, had they stuck
to obtaining just recompense for their loss, estimated at about 12,000
Portuguese ducats or the capture of one ship, all might have been well. But the
Portuguese trade had grown significantly and the Bartons were still raiding
four years later and the letters were even renewed for John, the grandson of
the original victim. The Bartons started to attack English ships on the pretext
that they might be carrying Portuguese goods for England had been an ally of
Portugal since 1373. It had all become too lucrative for the Scottish king as
well as the Bartons.
In June 1511, Henry VIII was approached by English merchants complaining
that Andrew Barton was cruising along the Channel, attacking any ship he could
find. Henry immediately asked Lord Howard to deal with the problem. This was
probably Sir Edward Howard but his brother Thomas, who later also became
Lord Admiral, was also involved. With a crew of 600 men, a master gunner and
a skilled archer they immediately set sail. At sea, they encountered a
Newcastle merchant, Henry Hunt, robbed and recently released by Barton. He
indicated where Barton could be found. Howard and his fleet with the gunners
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and archers found and killed Barton in a heroic sea battle, commemorated in
The Ballad of Sir Andrew Barton, which can be read in Percy’s Reliques and the
Oxford Book of Ballads. Howard, like the beamish boy of Jabberwocky, went
galumphing back to Henry with Barton’s head and was made Earl of Nottingham.
Henry was generous to the other leaders and even the surviving Scots were
well treated. Barton’s ships Lion and Jenny Pirwin were incorporated into the
English navy.
Barton’s death at the hands of the English was taken badly by the King of
Scots. Barton had helped him develop Scottish naval power and incorporate
the Western Isles into his kingdom, as well as sharing in the booty. Not only
did James now give Andrew’s younger brother leave to attack English shipping
but he added Barton’s death to a list of grievances set out in a letter to Henry.
Anglo-Scottish relations had improved after James IV married Margaret
Tudor, Henry VIII’s, sister but the killing of Andrew Barton and the seizure
of his ships threatened the peace once more.
In confronting Henry, James was acting at the behest of the Queen of France,
who wanted to distract the English from their wars with France. In fact, when
Henry received the Scottish herald carrying James’s letter, he was busy
besieging a town in France. Meanwhile on the Border, the Scottish
Chamberlain, Lord Home, had invaded Northumberland, burnt villages and
plundered but had then been ambushed and defeated on Millfield plain, leaving
prisoners in English hands. This was too much for James who now prepared for
a full-scale invasion of England.
The story of Flodden Field needs no retelling, but James IV and Thomas
Howard had ‘history’ going back over twenty years. In 1489, James had invaded
Northumberland but his siege of Norham was seen off by Thomas Howard.
Subsequently James offered to fight Thomas in single combat for possession
of Berwick. The offer was not taken up but when the English Herald, Rouge
Croix, was sent to James at Ford Castle, Thomas, now Earl of Surrey and Lord
Admiral, sent his own letter reminding James of his part in killing Andrew
Barton and informing him that he would take no prisoners. Thomas and his
marines were in the centre of the vanguard of the English army at the battle,
in which James and the flower of Scottish nobility were killed.
Beyond the Memorial on Branxton Hill, little physical evidence of the battle
remains in the county, but out in Embleton Bay an incised rock bears the name
of one of the main characters, whose activities eventually led to the greatest
Border battle, Flodden Field.
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There remains the question of why and how Andrew Barton recorded his name
on a rarely visible rock in Embleton Bay. He must have been there with his ship
in circumstances that exposed the rock and for long enough for him or a
member of his crew to chisel his name. Perhaps he was sheltering in the bay
from a storm, when an ebb spring tide put his ship aground. Realizing that
there was nothing to do until the incoming tide floated him off, he may have
decided to record his visit.
It is tempting to try to identify contemporary severe weather that could have
driven even an experienced mariner to seek shelter, become briefly stranded
and uncovered a rock suitable for inscription.
On Jan 12th, 1506 such a storm occurred, one to two days after the full moon.
It began as a north-north-easterly affected shipping in the Channel and the
North Sea, blew the eagle vane off St Paul’s in London and next day turned
into a west-south-westerly hurricane. It sank 40 ships of the King of Castile’s
fleet and drove the remainder ashore on the South Coast. It was the worst
storm for over 50 years and for our purposes occurred at the right phase of
the moon. So severe was the storm that it affected mainland Europe and has
been identified as that pictured in Giorgione’s The Tempest and some of the
sketches made by Leonardo in the same year. Could it have been that January
storm that led the famous Scottish pirate to leave his calling so permanently
in the bay?
Pure conjecture, of course, but probably as good as any other explanation.

Editor’s note
Does anyone know where to look for Andra Barton’s Rock in Embleton Bay, has
anyone seen it, or even better, does anyone have a photograph of it?

Alnwick Medical Group

Walk your way to fitness with free walks every other Tuesday, run by trained
volunteers. Walks last up to an hour. All ages, abilities and dogs welcome.
‘Knit and Natter’ Group every Friday 2.30pm – 3.30pm, at Alnwick Medical
Group, Lower Building (meet in the clinic room).
For more information on both contact the surgery on 01665 656000
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Embleton Primary School News
Feeding Families
The Staff at the Embleton School greatly
appreciate the gifts they receive from parents
and children at Christmas time, but this year they asked parents to consider
donating an item for a ‘Feeding Families’ hamper instead. Feeding Families is
a registered charity which helps local families in poverty at Christmas
time. Many families struggle from day to day and suddenly have to stretch
further to provide a Christmas dinner and presents for children, many are
simply not able to do this. The Feeding Families charity helps to support these
families by supplying Christmas hampers. The last day for handing in donations
at the school was 12th December

Children in Need

On November 15th, children at the school raised £102.05 for Children in Need.

Coffee Morning at the Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel
During the autumn half term holiday, George, Vickie and Mick at the
Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel organised a coffee morning and raffle to raise
funds for the school. An extraordinary £500 was raised, some of which will
be used to buy balance bikes and helmets for Starfish class. The school feels
very lucky to have such a supportive community!

Recipe –Spicy Lentil and Tomato Soup

If you are ready for some simple food after the excesses of the Christmas
season, try this easy soup recipe.
Finely chop a celery stick, an onion, a carrot and two cloves of garlic. Cook
them in a couple of tablespoons of olive oil over a low to medium heat until nice
and soft but not browned. Stir in half a teaspoon of chilli flakes and a
teaspoonful of ground cumin and then add two tins of chopped tomatoes. Rinse
about 250 gms of red lentils and add those to the pot along with 500mls of
vegetable stock. Simmer gently for about an hour or until the lentils are
thoroughly mushy, stirring occasionally to make sure the lentils do not stick to
the bottom of the pot. Season to taste with salt, pepper and Tabasco. Stir in
a splash of olive oil and serve with a few chopped mint leaves sprinkled on top.
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Beachcombing on Embleton Beach.

Shelagh Matheson

Just look at this pile of rubbish, collected from Embleton Bay, one of the best
beaches in the UK.
The bay is exceptional in many ways, yet
it is typical of the coastline in Britain
with rubbish left behind by visitors or
washed up by the tide. This isn’t
immediately obvious, but once you start
spotting it, it isn’t hard to find.
The debris in the photograph was
collected during three walks from Low
Newton to Embleton and back. It’s all
there isn’t it? The plastic, polystyrene,
paper, glass - no surprises, except for
the rubber tyre and the shovel, which
admittedly, will come in handy next
time I feel an overwhelming desire to
build a sandcastle.
You could be forgiven for expecting it
to be free of trash because Embleton
Bay and Newton have no commercial enterprises, apart from the Ship Inn.
There are no fish and chip shops, no supermarkets, no cafes, no ice cream vans,
nothing except people trying to get away from it all by exploring the expanse
of sea, sand and dunes.
There aren’t even any litter bins, presumably because they shouldn’t be
needed.
If this is what lies around on Embleton beach, it makes you wonder what is
found in more populated resorts and speculate on where it all comes from. But
of course, we know where it all comes from. From us, that’s where. Wherever
humans go, we leave a mess, from Everest to Embleton.
Litter picks are a good way to raise awareness, except that the participants
are probably eco-conscious people who wouldn’t dream of leaving waste behind
anyway. But what’s really needed is more self-control over what we use, how
we use it and dispose of it. The rubbish I collected had a surprising number of
those little plastic straws found on childrens’ drinks cartons.
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In 2017, readers of Countryfile Magazine voted Embleton Bay Beach of the
Year. The Marine Conservation Society’s Good Beach Guide gave it the highest
rating. I always feel lucky to be there, especially when the day trippers and
dog walkers and holiday makers staying further inland have all gone and we
have the whole beach to ourselves.
It’s hard to imagine a time when Embleton Bay might not be as pristine as it
appears to be. But that’s what Australians said before the Barrier Reef began
to die, choked by filth and pollution, or the base camps of Everest became
awash with plastic bags and detritus. And they are far less populated than
Northumberland.
Rant over!

100 Club Winners
£40 Ros Ahdrent

November 2019

No 114

£20 Carol Lauriston No 9
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What’s On
December 2019

Saturday 21st Community Carols on Embleton Village Green at 6pm followed by
refreshments in the Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel
Thursday 26th Boxing Day Charity Quiz, 8pm at the Blink Bonny, Christon Bank

January 2020

Tuesday 7th Womens’ Club Quiz and Social afternoon. 2p.m. Parish Room
Tuesday 7th Embleton Carpet Bowls restarts-new members very welcome.
Thursday 9th Craster W.I. Julie Frost Hospice Care
Saturday 11th Embleton School Bingo 7.30p.m. Creighton Hall
Monday 13th Charity Quiz, 8pm, at the Blink Bonny, Christon Bank
Tuesday 14th Embleton W.I. ‘Vive La Difference’ by Stuart Walton
Thursday 16th Creighton Hall Fund Raising Whist Drive with afternoon tea.
1.30p.m. Tickets £7 from Linda Dixon 576437. Donations for raffle prizes
most welcome.
Wednesday 22nd Seahouses Hist soc. George Scott “Harbour Tales”
Saturday 25th Embleton Flower Club Coffee Morning 10-12 in Creighton Hall.
Raffle, produce and tombola stalls £2 entry includes tea/ coffee and home
made treats.

February 2020

Saturday 15th Ceilidh 7 for 7.30 in Craster Memorial Hall. Tickets £20
under 12s free. Bring your own drink

Regular meetings
Whist Drive, Methodist Church Hall, Christon Bank every Mon. at 7 pm
Film Nights at Howick
Held every two weeks on Fridays or Sundays in Howick Community Centre. To
be added to our circulation list for details of future events please contact
johnroper1@btinternet.com Tel. 01665-576413.
Rennington Village Hall Singing Group
Meets on Thursdays at 4pm until 5.30pm and are keen to attract new members
especially men. No experience is necessary, just join for fun, friendship and
benefits of singing together. Ring Carole 572166 for information.
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Whinstone Times Advertising Rates
The cost per issue is £15 for a quarter page, £30 for a half page and £50 for
a full page. A discount of 5% is applied for 3 editions and 10% for 6 editions

Useful Telephone Numbers
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline

999
101
0800 1111

Crime stoppers

0800 555 111

NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland C. C. County Hall
NCC Councillor for Longhoughton Ward – Wendy
Pattison
Alnwick Medical Group
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans
Silverline (advice for older people)

111
0345 600 6400
07779 983072

Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland Adviceline

0871 200 2233
03444 111 444

01665 656000
0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090
0800 470 8090

Creighton Hall User Groups contact details

Carpet bowls (Tues/Thurs) contact Bill MacDonald 01665 600830
Line Dance(Wed) contact Elizabeth Henderson 01665 576154
Flower Club (2nd Monday of the month contact Shelagh Coxon 01665 576791
Snooker Club contact Dougie Hogg 01665 575221
Pilates Tuesday mornings Contact Traci Robertson 07415254647.
Badminton (3 Mondays per moth) contact Bobby Greenley 07834262911
For any other information about the Hall contact
Shelagh Coxon 01665 576791
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A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.
We take the strain and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or
phone 01665 571 275
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you!

Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny

At Christon Bank, Alnwick
Tel:01665 576595
(dog friendly)

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton
At the heart of the community
Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace
Selection of pub meals every day
Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Friday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2018.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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