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Edition No. 47

“Top, top bed & breakfast”
“Best and favouritest B&B stay!”
“Luxurious yet homely, professional welcoming hosts”
Don’t take our word for it – we’re rated ‘excellent’ by our
guests on Trip Advisor
‘Westmount’ B&B, Station Road, Embleton, NE66 3XJ
01665 571 275
www.staynorthumberlandcoast.co.uk

DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ
(500 yards from the A1)

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Free range eggs

Home grown vegetables in season

Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)
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Editorial

Mary Kibble

Our grateful thanks go to all those who have contributed
to the production of the Whinstone Times throughout the
course of 2016. Without you our job would be much more
difficult. The same thanks must also go to all those of you who take the
time to read our publication, as without you there would be no point in
producing it. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.

Help Needed

Can you help ? A lady in Embleton requires care workers for support with
personal care, medication and meal preparation.
Job Description and Personal Specification
There will be 1 visit for 1.5 hours per day at 11 AM, over 6 days & 1.5 hours
at 8.30pm on Saturdays. (no Sunday working). There will also be 3 hours per
week for social activities, times to be arranged.
Main Duties: Support with personal care, medication & meal preparation.
Support to access local community (e.g. shopping). Car driver preferred to
drive clients own vehicle but not essential. Some housekeeping.
Personal specification: Kind, gentle, calm and positive manner. Confidentiality
and adaptability important. Able to take the lead and initiative whilst still
maintaining client choice, dignity and privacy. Willing to learn about
management of client’s health condition.
An Enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Certificate (DBS) will have to
be obtained for the successful candidate (at employer’s expense).
There are no formal qualifications needed to do this job. Where it is
required, such as in Health and Safety matters, practical training and
guidance will be arranged and the care worker will be expected to attend.
Rate of pay £7.50 per hour
Please contact Joan Nelson for an application form on 01670 629089, quote
reference JN/Embleton.
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School News
Embleton Primary School Gets Creative!

The Children at Embleton Primary School have been involved in an
inspirational art and environmental awareness project this term. Initially the
project was presented to school as an opportunity to take part in a
‘Miniature Story Garden Project’ to be organised in partnership with Alnwick
Playhouse. However, as the term has progressed the project has developed
into a whole school project that has encompassed all aspects of the pupils’
learning. The school has had a number of specialists and people from the
local community working with the pupils to enhance their learning
experiences. The school took the theme
‘Our School by the Sea’ as a starting
point and has experienced outdoor
environmental studies, live rock pools in
the classroom, creating willow sculptures
and have even had a lifeboat in the school
playground!

Lifeboats and rock pools led to letter
wiritng and factual reports.

Alison Ashton, a Newcastle based theatre
designer, has been in to school to develop
a creative approach to thinking about the
environment. Children of all ages have
produced
miniature
gardens
and
characters to go in these gardens too.
These props have become the vehicle for
developing creative language skills. Also,
they have been the inspiration for
creative writing.
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Miniature gardens inspired creative writing and developed the vocabulary for
story-telling.
The project has developed an awareness of the local environment and has
encouraged children to think about looking after our locality and sustaining
the resources we have. An expert in permaculture design will be in school to
advise the children on the sustainability of their garden spaces.

Pippa Willits working with children to
create willow sculptures.
This creative approach to learning has
successfully engaged children in their
learning and has inspired them to
write.
They have written nonchronological reports about rock pools,
persuasive letters about beach conservation and carried out poetry work
too.
Alnwick Playhouse filmed the children working with specialists and the
project will be exhibited at Alnwick Playhouse in January.
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Ancient Customs Revived
The Petting Stool

Anon

You don’t know it isn’t there until you miss it . For some 15 years
marriages have been solemnized in Holy Trinity Church, Embleton and there
has been no petting stool, and it evidently hasn’t been missed - until this
year. What was it, and where was it? The answer - ask someone who may
know, viz. Norman or Joyce Laidler.
The petting stool is one of those old wedding traditions which have
lived on because “It’s aye been that way,” yet it has its meaningful reason. A
bride enters the church on her wedding day, is married in a ceremony
recognized and authorized by the Law of the Land and the Established
Church of England, and leaves the church premises (God’s half acre) by what
is known in some churches as the lych gate, if such there be, taking with her
the sanctity of marriage to support her in her new life in the world outside.
Nationwide and worldwide local customs have evolved to make this transition
memorable and to impress on the mind of every single or married person
present the importance and significance of the occasion.
In Embleton we had, and once again have, a petting stool over which
the bride jumps or is lifted from her old life to the new, from the security
of Mother Church to the trials and tribulations of this wicked world.
A marriage was arranged for the 11 th of June this year (2016). It
was mentioned in ‘Mandell’s Coffee Pot’, a search was made and there was no
petting stool to be found in the church or church premises. It wasn’t found
because it wasn’t there; and it never had been. The ‘old’ petting stool had
been kept in the storage room/beer cellar of the Blue Bell, had been taken
by its ‘keeper’, used at the church gate where the bride was assisted to
jump or loup over it, and he, the keeper, was rewarded with “the money” for
his services. It was then returned to the Blue Bell, where it remained until
the next wedding. There is no record of how “the money” was spent, but I
suspect that the health of the bride and groom was the toast of the day.
Where had the ‘old’ petting stool been for those missing years? Who
knows, but the rotting remains of what could have been the old petting stool
were found some years ago amid a pile of rubbish in the church yard. They
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were removed and forgotten about until this year, when they were rediscovered amid yet another pile of rubbish.
A replica of the old petting stool was made with great skill, at short
notice and with no labour charges, by Alistair Brewis, a craftsman living in
the village, as his contribution towards the renewal of an old Parish
tradition. To him we offer our grateful thanks.
We may be able to discover the age of the ‘old’ petting stool if a
friendly dendrologist can find a sufficient number of annual tree rings in the
remains of the old stool.
A note will be attached to the underside of the new stool stating
that it was hanselled (first used) at the wedding of two resident and
adopted Embletonians, Glen Lauriston and Carol Ascough, at their wedding of
June 11th, 2016.
Why ‘petting stool’? I don’t know, but petting is an accepted rite of
courtship and I am assured that ‘petit’ is Norman French for being small, or
short-legged, as is the stool. A parish is the smallest sub-division in Church
administration, served by the Parish Church. This system was introduced by
the Normans after the Conquest, so our petting stool custom may go back
much further than we had thought. It would have gone into abeyance during
the Commonwealth, when so-called sports such as bear-baiting and the
keeping of the twelve days of Christmas were abolished, not because they
gave pain to the bear but because they gave pleasure to the people.
So the tradition of the petting stool has been revived, under the
control of the Vicar and Churchwardens for the time being. The stool will be
kept in the Parish Church and used if requested by the bride and groom. The
remains of the old stool will be on display in the church as a relic of the old
tradition, which will be carried on by the new, because “It’s aye been that
way”.
(Footnote: In an article in the Whinstone Times of March/April 2015, Ruby
Bowden recalled the ‘minder’ of the petting stool being Jackie Humble, a
conscientious and gentle soul.)
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Community Information
Notes from the Parish Council October and November 2016
The lease for the use of the land at the rear of No 1 Bolton Terrace
as a garden has been agreed and signed by the Parish Council (PC). The lease
will commence on January 1st 2017 for 5 years at £300 per annum.
The new sign at the top of Sea Lane, directing people to the public
toilets at the golf club, has been removed by Northumberland County Council
(NCC) at the request of the golf club. The PC expressed disappointment at
this but felt there was nothing more they could do.
NCC has agreed to arrange a speed survey at three points within
Christon Bank. Date to be confirmed.
Cllr Cairns asked the PC to give consideration to her proposal that
the NCC Public Space Protection Order (PSPO), which will come into force on
December 1st 2016, be expanded. The PC had already considered the PSPO
during the consultation period and found it adequate for purpose, containing
as it does details of penalties for dog owners not clearing up after dogs,
areas where dogs are banned and where they may not run free etc. The new
order might contain requirements for the licensing of dog walkers and extra
restrictions on dogs on beaches. The PC felt it could not support these.
The PC discussed the need, or otherwise, for preparing a
Neighbourhood Plan after a visit from an NCC representative who laid out
details of cost, timescale and items suitable for inclusion. Across the
country more than 2,000 communities have already decided to produce a Plan
and the PC concluded that it should consult with the Parish to obtain the
views of parishioners. To this end a public meeting will be called in January
(provisionally Monday 16th, although this is to be confirmed) at which details
will be given. If there is a consensus that a start should be made on a Plan
for Embleton, a committee comprising parishioners and councillors could be
formed.
The PC was told that three new dog bins had been purchased and it
was hoped to have them installed by Christmas.
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A Task Force has been formed from within the PC to investigate the
possibility of obtaining a Community Asset Transfer (CAT) of the quarry
from NCC to Embleton Parish Council. The first meeting between this Force
and NCC was very positive and work is ongoing.
Several members of the public attended the October PC meeting to
present their objections to the proposed development of 13 new houses on
land in Christon Bank. The PC explained that it had very little influence on
planning applications but agreed to attempt to broker a meeting between
NCC, the applicant, the PC and representatives of the public.
The PC had received a letter from the Dunstan Steads Residents’
Association asking for a 20mph speed restriction and official passing places
on the road from Embleton village to Dunstan Steads. The PC agreed to
support this request and has passed it on to NCC.
The PC has agreed to set the precept for 2017/2018 at £15,300 - a
slight decrease on the previous year.
There is no meeting of the PC in December, the next meeting being
in the Methodist Church Meeting Room, Christon Bank on Monday January
23rd at 7.00pm.

NCC Report December 2016

Cllr Kate Cairns,
Longhoughton Ward

Footpath repair
It was reported to me that a member of the public had tripped and been
injured on the footpath on Sea Lane to Embleton Golf Course. Officers attended
promptly to inspect the path and this has now been repaired.
Flooding at Christon Bank
I have visited Christon Bank several times recently after significant rainfall
to check for signs of flooding after the drains were jetted and cleared by the
council a few months ago and each time they appeared to be working in heavy rain.
However residents have reported that in prolonged periods of very heavy rain
surface water is still backing up.
The NCC drainage officer has attended several times and has determined
the water cannot dissipate quickly enough due to the lack of capacity of the drain
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size. NCC has now put cameras down the drain to check if there is a breakage
further downstream.
Speeding in Christon Bank & Traffic Calming
I am pleased that speeding in Christon Bank has been added to the list of
priorities for the Local Transport Plan (LTP) for Embleton Parish in 2017-18. NCC has
agreed to arrange a speed survey within the village, at three points:
1) North entry point on the B1340 opposite The Steadings
2) East exit point on the B1340 opposite Horsley Place
3) Mid village point on the B6347 beside 30 The Village
A date for the assessment will be confirmed in due course.
Pig Farm Dunstan Steads
Residents at Dunstan Steads have ongoing concerns regarding the pig farm
there and I recently organised a meeting with planning and enforcement officers and
residents. Feedback has now been given to residents. Since then I have met the new
owner of the pig farm, Mr Ian Brown, who has a farm at Chatton. He assured me that
the farm was operating to high and sustainable standards and was eager to resolve
any concerns of residents. He has offered to come and talk to residents or the
parish council about any of the issues if they wished. I have been assured that the
manure will not be stockpiled so close to the stream again, that it would be at the far
end of the field, that he does not have excessive stock, and that he is willing to
create more of a hardstanding area in the yard if it is thought that would help
prevent flooding.
Quarry Site
The Community Asset Transfer application form for the Quarry site is still
to be completed. A formal risk assessment of the site has to be completed before
this can be done.
Dog Charter
Following my previous comments in August’s edition on responsible dog
ownership, and a steady stream of concerns expressed from users of Embleton,
Newton and Beadnell beach, and other villages across the ward, I have proposed a
County-wide dog charter. This would enforce a high level strategic commitment to
encourage responsible dog owners, especially when there is regular nationwide
promotion of our beaches for dog walking; a rise in commercial dog walkers; and the
forthcoming establishing and promoting of the new England Coastal Path which will
bring more dog walkers.
The issue has been discussed at various County and Parish meetings in recent
months following a Council consultation on Public Space Protection Order which
replaces a number of existing dog control orders and refers to restrictions on areas
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where dogs are permitted such as play parks and some areas of beach, the need to
not cause a nuisance, and the requirement to pick up mess.
This can be a divisive issue and acceptance of dogs is important for the
tourist industry. The aim is to protect responsible dog owners and provide a balance
for all. The parish council was concerned earlier this year when a lamb was attacked
and killed in a field in Christon Bank and there was support for measures to control
dogs. However, the parish council has never received any complaints regarding dogs
so it does not support any further restrictions. I would welcome opinions from
residents on this important issue so all views can be considered.
Coastal path changes
Discussions are starting on the proposed 4m wide 47km long coastal-path
changes between Amble and Bamburgh. Work will form part of England Coast Path.
Natural England will be holding discussions with local and national organisations as
well as individuals about ideas and concerns about the path. Landowners will be
invited to walk the course and comment on the proposals at a later date. The path is
expected to be ready in 2019.
Leisure centre pricing backlash
There have been many complaints made about the new pricing that has been
introduced at Northumberland’s leisure centres, run by Active Northumberland. This
includes higher prices for swim only members and those who use older or smaller
facilities and the loss of concessions for older people not on benefits.
I am concerned that the new price structure is unfair and discriminates
against the most vulnerable users. I am also concerned that existing members were
not given a great deal of warning about the introduction of the new prices. It is
important that people are encouraged to take daily exercise and this sudden change
is already discouraging many existing members. Along with my Liberal Democrat
colleagues on the County Council, I will oppose these charges and continue to raise my
concerns over this issue at every opportunity.
Managing HGV risk to communities
Northumberland County Council has recently signed up to two national
standards for HGV operations (CLOCS - Construction Logistics and Community
Safety, and FORS – Fleet Operator Recognition Scheme), which means it will be
asking for best practice in vehicle safety technology, driver competence and fleet
operations, through the three areas where they can have influence; planning
permissions, procurement of infrastructure, and own fleet operations.
These standards will minimise the disproportionate risk that large, heavy
goods vehicles with massive blind spots pose to the communities through which they
pass. With ongoing housing development and local quarries this is important for our
rural villages. I have worked with officers and other members to ensure that our
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vulnerable rural communities are afforded the same consideration and protection as
those in urban areas in the south.
A1 Works Consultation
Consultation on the A1 is now open and information has been sent to all
parish council clerks. I urge people responding to the consultation on the design to
also request that the CLOCS and FORS standards are applied to the construction
process. There will be significant numbers of HGVs associated with the project,
travelling our roads over a significant period of time.
The recent northern area committee received a presentation on this
consultation and the Highways Agency stated they would consider adoption of the
CLOCS standard and advised people to include this in their responses to the
consultation. The more respondents who call for this the more likely it will be
adopted, resulting in safer HGVs on our roads.

Please share your concerns. Cllr Cairns is always happy to hear from
residents. Email will provide the fastest and most efficient response at
kate.cairns@northumberland.gov.uk.
Otherwise call her on 07690 304310

The Women’s Club

Clubs

is seeking new members. Formerly “Embleton
Women’s Club” we are now hoping to attract people from outside the
immediate area to join us.
This is a purely local club, with no national affiliations, which has
been in existence since 1901. We believe this makes it the oldest club in the
area. Our membership fee is just £10 per year, but if you would like a free
taster you are welcome to come along to a meeting and see if you would like
to join. We usually have a speaker or demonstrator at each meeting e.g. in
January a couture milliner will be demonstrating her craft, and of course
there is a social part of each meeting as well as the business section.
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 2.00 p.m. in the
Creighton Hall so do come along and join in.
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What’s On
January 2017
Tuesday 3rd

Women’s Club – Margaret Woodliff will be demonstrating her
couture hats. 2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
th
Thursday 5
Craster W.I. - Cocktail Making with Michael Bateman Comp=
Cocktail Glass. 7.15 p.m. Craster Memorial Hall.
th
Saturday 7
Embleton School Prize Bingo, Creighton Hall. Eyes down
7.30 p.m.
th
Tuesday 10
Embleton W.I. – 2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Wednesday 11th Embleton Mothers’ Union. 2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room.
Monday 16th Craster Hist. Soc. - ‘Growing up in Alnmouth in the 50’s &
60’s by Barbara Naylor. 7.00 p.m. Craster Memorial Hall.
th
Wednesday 18 Embleton Snooker Club AGM. 7.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Thursday 19th Fund raising Whist Drive. Creighton Hall 1.30p.m. Tickets £5
(includes afternoon tea) from Linda Dixon 01665 576437.
Wednesday 25th N. Sunderland Hist. Soc. - George Scott. "The Building of
the Methodist Church." 7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s Church Hall.
Saturday 28th Flower Club – Fund-Raising Coffee Morning Creighton Hall
10.30 a.m. £2 entry includes coffee and homemade produce.

February 2017

Thursday 2nd Craster W.I. - Annual Dinner. Comp= Photo of Craster.
Tuesday 7th Embleton Women’s Club – Presentation by the Red Cross.
2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Monday 13th Flower Club AGM. DVD ‘East Elegant Flower Arranging’.
Pooled supper. 7.30 p.m. New members most welcome.
th
Tuesday 14
Embleton W.I. – 2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Wednesday 15th Embleton Mothers’ Union – 2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room.
Monday 20th Craster Hist. Soc. ‘Craster Methodist Church & the amazing
Mr Nightingale’ by George Scott. 7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall.
nd
Wednesday 22 N. Sunderland Hist. Soc. - Roger Jermy. "Northumberland
Forestry in the Two World Wars." 7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s Church
Hall.
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Having a Voice Heard
Macmillan Cancer Support and Age UK Northumberland have
combined forces to provide one-to-one support, help and information for
people over 50 affected by cancer.
Faced with a cancer diagnosis it can be a lonely and confusing time,
particularly for older people. Even with the support of loved ones, many
people do not wish to share their worries or troubles with friends or
families. This is where the Cancer Advocacy Programme can help.
The project is about ensuring that older people are supported in
making their opinions, concerns and choices known. To do this we need
special people to train as ‘volunteer advocates’ – a role that requires someone
who will listen, someone who is non-judgemental and someone who is willing to
assist in accessing the appropriate health and care services.
Gil Owens has been volunteering with us for over one and a half
years. Having had a past diagnosis of prostate cancer, Gil wanted to use his
experience and knowledge to support others. Gil says “Not everyone wants
to or feels able to talk to people close to them so an independent listening
advocacy service can fill this gap. I would say to anyone thinking of becoming
a volunteer that it is extremely rewarding work that offers the opportunity
to develop new knowledge and skills.”
If you have had experience of cancer – whether you have had it or
someone you have cared for has and you are interested in this project,
please contact us. We are looking for people who can spare three hours or
more a week on a regular basis at locations throughout Northumberland.
Training, expenses and full support will be given.
Please contact Karen Renner at Karen.renner@ageuk-northumberland.org.uk
or tel. 01670 784840.
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Ten Top Tips to avoid a Christmas Debt
Hangover ….. Here’s our Top 10 ………
Here at Citizens Advice, we have experience of helping
people deal with their debt problems. We’ve come up with
the following ten top tips to avoid a Christmas debt
hangover.
1. Plan early for Christmas - be realistic and budget accordingly. Work out
how much you are going to spend on each person – and stick to it.
2. Don’t forget the everyday bills -remember that rent, the mortgage, utility
bills, food bills and other existing debts still have to be paid – and the
consequences can be severe if they’re not.
3. Don’t bank on an overdraft - if you do need more money, don’t just run
up an overdraft without talking to your bank first – it will work out much
more expensive.
4. Keep things simple- if you can afford to pay for your goods outright by
cash, cheque, or debit card, don’t be persuaded to take out extended
credit agreements.
5. Shop around - try as many different places as possible to find the best
price. Buy what you need and not what other people say you need.
6. Buy safe to be safe - whatever the deal, whatever the temptation, don’t
buy from unauthorised traders and don’t borrow from unauthorised
lenders.
7. Read the small print - check for hidden extras in any credit agreement.
Work out the total amount payable. Ensure that the monthly instalments
are within your budget before signing.
8. Do your own credit checks - if you are going to use a credit card, shop
around and compare terms.
9. Be organised - if you’ve borrowed money don’t forget that it won’t be long
before you have to make a payment. Make sure you pay on time, even if
it is only the minimum, or you will be faced with additional charges.
10. Start planning and saving for next Christmas - once Christmas is over,
it’s worth looking at what you did well and what you didn’t.
Debt doesn’t go away by itself. It can lead to serious consequences and ill
health. If you do need debt advice now, call Northumberland Adviceline on
03444 111 444 or see our website for our opening hours:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/northumberland.
We have specialist debt advisers in all offices across Northumberland to
help you. The help is free, confidential and impartial.
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More Clubs & Groups
Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F. Wallis

As mentioned in Edition 46 of the Whinstone Times, we had
remaining matches to play during October namely against St James (Alnwick)
which we lost by 35 shots to 47. That was followed with yet another loss,
this time at home against Bamburgh by 40 shots to 54, then we had a WIN
when we beat Newton–on-the–Moor by 58 shots to 39’.
November saw us back to losing ways when we lost away to Lesbury
by 36 shots to 57 and again Bamburgh managed another win against us by 30
shots to 60, but we have now recorded wins at home to Glanton, 58 shots to
23, away to Warkworth 50 shots to 17, and at home to St Michaels (Alnwick)
by 57 shots to 35.
We have no matches against neighbouring villages throughout
December but we do have the first of our internal competitions, namely the
Singles.
The club members would like to wish all readers of the Whinstone
Times a most enjoyable Christmastime and a Happy, Healthy 2017.

New Year- why not try something new.
Embleton Handbell Ringers

are keen to recruit new members.

They meet every Monday afternoon in the Creighton Hall and stress that the
group is about friendship and enjoyment, being able to play is not essential
as training can be given. Details from Jean Lawrence 576356.

Craster History Society

meets on the third Monday of each

month in Craster Memorial Hall at 7.00p.m. Visitors are most welcome - £3
per meeting or annual membership can be bought for £17. Full details from
Marjory Taylor 576487.

100 Club Winners
October – £40 Wendy Elsdon No. 63
November – £40 Joyce Robinson No. 98
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£20 Kim Middleton No. 8
£20 Beryl Morgan No. 107.

Nature Notes
October / November

Linda Heslop

This has been a period of change, the summer visitors have left and
there have been migratory birds in our skies over Embleton. The flocks of
geese flying both north and south to their various winter destinations were
very voluble, some evenings a particularly evocative sight as they flew in
haphazard V’s across the setting sun. There are still many rather noisy
resident geese around the Newton ponds. They were joined in late October
by 9 whooper swans and many ducks. Swans are very much in evidence, 2
regularly graze in fields to the west of the Newton pond and can be seen
flying very low over the fields to the east of the village and 5 were flying in
their straight line formation close the beach at Newton. Curlews and
lapwings are still in the fields near the golf course.
3 waxwings, looking for all the world like parakeets, were sitting on
the telegraph wires near the golf club in mid-November and about 20
starlings have replaced the swallows in the early morning at the top of Sea
Lane, singing a very different song from the previous occupants, but their
mimicry is amazing sounding like car horns, birds of prey etc. Sparrow hawks
have been a common sight around the village - one was sitting looking
miserable in the rain on the chimney pot at the Blue Bell and 3 were being
chased by crows over the village.
A thrush was singing at Dunstan Steads in the warm weather at the
end of October. 3 deer are regularly seen grazing in the area and there is a
solo doe which frequently crosses the road to the west of the pig barns. It
seems to have no fear and will watch passing dogs with interest from the
field at the side of the wood.
The birds are regularly visiting the bird tables after all the cold
weather in November. Collar doves, woodpigeon, blackbirds, robins, who are
still singing occasionally, blue tits and great tits, starlings, bullfinch,
sparrows, dunnock and the usual unruly jackdaws.
Red squirrels have been storing nuts for the winter and there was a
very young one mastering the art at Shirewater recently.
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Mystery Pics

This photo was featured in the last issue and we now have information about
it, provided by Marilyn Armstrong
of Christon Bank, as detailed
below.
“The photograph was not a fancy
dress party nor was it taken at the
Creighton Hall - it was in fact taken in
the grounds of Howick Hall when the
Craster and Embleton Girl Guides
together with the Craster Boy Scouts
performed "A Midsummer Nights
Dream".
My late Mum always related the story of her first meeting with her husband to
be - circa 1929/1930 - the wedding was some time in the future however, and they
were married on 2nd May 1942 in Holy Trinity Church, Embleton. My Dad was on
leave before being shipped off to North Africa during WW2.
I have an aunt now in her 95th year (and still as sharp as a tack) and she
was able to identify another 4 of the children:
Front row: 2nd from left Jean Nelson; 4th from left Bella Jagger; 5th from
left Eddie Hall (my Dad). Second row 2nd from left Lella Shell. Third row 2nd from
left Ella Caisley; 3rd from left Betty Simpson (my Mum). Fourth row 1st from right ?
Jean Shell.
The Girl Guide leaders were Lady Mary
and Lady Elizabeth Grey of Howick Hall - the
guides met in a wood hut (supplied my Lord
Grey) at Howick Scar Farm. The Brownies had
Phyllis Craster as their leader and they met at
Craster Towers. My aunt was in the Brownies at
the time and remembers it quite clearly.”
Thank you very much Marilyn. I wonder if
this has jogged anyone else’s memories – if
so, please let us know.
Now, does anyone recognise this Girl Guide,
standing in the doorway of a tent, date and
place unknown? Get in touch if you do.
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Looking Back
In the March/April edition of the WT this year James Rose told the
tales of three ships by the name of ‘Embleton’, all of which came to grief one
way or another.
The photo below shows one of those, the three-masted iron barque
'Embleton' built at Sunderland in 1881 by Robert Thompson for Peter
Iredale, later Iredale & Porter of Liverpool.
You may remember that on July 21st 1900, on passage from Liverpool
to New Zealand with general cargo, she was in collision in the St George's
(Irish) channel with 'Campania' a Cunard liner returning from New York. The
Embleton was cut in two, the for'ard half sinking immediately. 11 of her crew
were lost and 7 were rescued. A court of enquiry found in favour of the
barque, finding 'Campania's' speed was excessive in the thick fog conditions.
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Entertainment
My Northumberland – An evening of photography, music and song with
Andy Craig
Jan Applegarth
I guess that many of us will be familiar with the logo on Andy Craig’s
car with the iconic image of the sun rising through the centre of
Dunstanburgh Castle. At a recent evening event at the Parish Church Room
Andy gave us an insight into his observation and photographic skills, midst
the beauty and detail of our special and ever-changing Northumberland
landscape. Like any good artist, attention is drawn to fine detail, the
patterns sculpted in rock, sand and grass by wind and tide: the formation of
frost on a single leaf, the intricate designs of ferns, the human and animal
figures and footsteps, minute against sea rolling and breaking under the
expanse of open sky and distant horizons - all this accompanied with music
composed by Andy and played on mandolin and guitar.
Andy’s songs such as Letter Home, imagining himself on Embleton Bay
as a soldier in the second world war, his composition based on the story of
Grace Darling, created their own images along with several more all sung with
rich tones and sensitivity.

Forthcoming
Winter Concert

with Margaret & Andy Watchorn –

traditional music from Northumberland and beyond.
Wednesday 28th December 2016 7.00pm The Village Hall, Holy Island
Causeway open 5.35pm – 12.40am (Thursday)
Pay on the door
£7.50 (children under 12 free)
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A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.
We take the strain and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or
phone 01665 571 275
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you!

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing
Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/Lpg gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com
Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536

Please send material for the next edition by Monday 6 th February to:
Mary Kibble marykibble@talkttalk.net 01665 576608 (articles, stories etc.)
Jan Ainsley jan.ainsley@yahoo.com tel 01665 576019 (advertising)
Shelagh Coxon tel. 01665 576791 ( ‘What’s on’)
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coffee, cake and gorgeous things……..
Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW
Tel: 01665 571371
www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk
¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster

Useful Telephone Numbers
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline
Crimestoppers
NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland C. C. County Hall- local area
-general matters
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans
Silverline (advice for older people)
Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland
Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

999
101
0800 1111
0800 555 111
111
01665 600733
0345 6006400
0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090
0800 470 8090
0871 200 2233
08444 111
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny
Tel:

At Christon Bank, Alnwick
01665 576595

(dog friendly)

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01665 712799 Mob 07955 911720
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com

Whinstone times advertising rates
Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40, full page £80
Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton

At the heart of the community

Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace
Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

j

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Thursday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2017.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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