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Edition No. 41

Editorial

Mary Kibble

For this edition we have treated to the history of
the Christmas parties that were held in Embleton from 1910
until 2003 (see page 17). The parties went on all through
the years of both world wars, although how the organisers
managed to get sufficient food and treats is a mystery. It
brought back memories for me of such parties in Alnmouth/Lesbury when I
was a little girl and how much we all enjoyed them.
As this edition will drop through your doors before Christmas, may I
take the opportunity to wish all our readers a very Happy Christmas and
best wishes for a happy and peaceful 2016.
Please send material for the next edition by Monday 8th February 2016
to:
Mary Kibble (marykibble@talktalk.net), 01665 576608 (articles, stories etc)
Jan Ainsley (jan.ainsley@yahoo.com), tel 01665 576019 (advertising)
Shelagh Coxon (gorcoxon@hotmail.com), tel 01665 576791 (“What’s On”)

Useful Telephone Numbers
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline
Crimestoppers
NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland County Council County Hall
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans
Silverline (advice for older people)
Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland
Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

999
101
0800 1111
0800 555 111
111
0345 600 6400
0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090
0800 470 8090
0871 200 2233
08444 111
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What’s On in January
Saturday 2nd The Northumberland Theatre Company presents “The Ugly
Duckling” at the Craster Memorial Hall 2.30 p.m. Tickets and info
from Doris Clarke 576479 or Michael Gibbs 576226. Adults
£7.50, Under 16’s £4.00, Family £18.
Tuesday 5th Women’s Club - Floral workshop with Lizzie Harratt. 2.00 p.m.
Creighton Hall. All welcome.
Thursday 7th Craster W.I. – The Royal Collection with Moira Ging. 7.15 p.m.
Memorial Hall.
Monday 11th Blink Bonny Quiz Night 8.00 p.m.
Tuesday 12th Embleton W.I. – Mountain Rescue by David Waters. 2.00 p.m.
Creighton Hall.
Wednesday 13th M.U. – Annual Meeting. 2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room.
Wednesday 13th Embleton Snooker Club – A.G.M. 7.30 p.m. All welcome.
Friday 15th Howick Film Night. Call John Roper on 576413 for details.
Monday 18th Craster Local Hist. Soc. – ‘George Scott the Butcher’ by
George Scott. 7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall.
Thursday 21st Whist Drive in aid of Creighton Hall. Tickets £5 from Linda
Dixon 576437.
Saturday 30th Embleton Flower Club – Fund-raising Coffee Morning 10.00 –
noon. Entry £2 to include coffee & home-made scones.

What’s On in February
Tuesday 2nd Women’s Club – “My Desert Island Discs” with Stuart Walton.
2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Thursday 4th Craster W.I. – Annual dinner.
Monday 8th Embleton Flower Club – A.G.M. 7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall. All
welcome. Pooled supper. DVD.
Sunday 7th Howick Film Night. Call John Roper on 576413 for details.
Monday 8th Blink Bonny Quiz Night 8.00 p.m.
Tuesday 9th Mothers’ Union Pancake Coffee Morning 10.00 a.m Parish Church
Room. Produce stall & raffle. Proceeds to M.U. projects.
Tuesday 9th Embleton W.I. - ‘Writing for Pleasure’ by Anne Ousby.
Creighton Hall 2.00 p.m.
Monday 15th Craster Local Hist. Soc. – ‘Treasure Trove in the Coquet Valley’
by Ian Glendinning. 7.00 p.m. Craster Memorial Hall.
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Wednesday 24th North Sunderland Local History Soc. – “The Wonders Of
Wansbeck” with Barry Mead.
Friday 26th Howick Film Night. Call John Roper on 576413 for details.

Parking in Embleton & Christon Bank
Dear Parishioners,
Embleton Parish Council has received numerous complaints regarding
the parking of cars etc. on pavements within both Embleton village and
Christon Bank. Rather than try to identify the culprits individually (and of
course they change daily) the Council decided to contact all parishioners in
an effort to persuade drivers to change their habits. When pavements are
blocked or restricted it forces pedestrians to walk in the road. This is
particularly dangerous for older people and those pushing prams/pushchairs
and often annoys cyclists and drivers. Parking on the pavement is illegal but
calling in the law must be a last resort.
Please, we ask all those with cars etc., do not park so as to restrict
the use of the pavement, have consideration for others.
T.J. Howells, Chairman Embleton Parish Council

Children’s Workshop – The Three Hungry Birds
The children’s workshop for advent took
its usual form at the Parish Church Room on
28th November. The children (and the
adults) enjoyed a variety of crafts, making
snowmen cakes, advent candles, advent
crowns and cards. All contributed to the
nativity scene, a mosaic of the wise men on
their way to Bethlehem, and decorations for
a tree. Items not taken home will be displayed in church.
Barbara Cato had us all spellbound again with her magic, this time woven
into the story of the three hungry birds. When they did find food the three
worms were of unequal size (one very long, one medium and one very short)
and they decided to take the problem to wise owl. With the help of the
magic word “abracadabra” said by all, the wise owl, with Barbara’s help of
course, made the three worms the same size! BUT - in their excitement the
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three little birds had forgotten to say “thank you” and when thrown to the
ground the worms reverted to their original size. Oh how sad, but Oh so
clever! Well done to Arthur, Charlotte and Elana for acting their parts so
well. A few seasonal songs led by Jean rounded off the afternoon with all in
good voice.
A special thank you to Lizzie for her planning, bringing us all together to
have such an enjoyable time. Look out for the Easter Workshop!
Thanks also to Melissa for the front cover photo of Barbara and the
children.

Notes from the Parish Council - October and November 2015
In an attempt to prevent overnight parking by camper vans etc. at
Dunstan Steads, the Parish Council (PC) enlisted the help of the AONB who
are now acting as co-ordinators of all interested parties (National Trust,
Golf Club etc.). It is hoped to bring all the signs at Dunstan Steads (16 at
the last count) onto one official board which would be used to highlight the
‘no overnight parking’ notice.
A representative of Northumberland County Council (NCC) attended
the October PC meeting to discuss the new affordable homes being built in
the quarry. The PC expressed their disappointment at the design of the
buildings which were not considered to be in keeping with the village
architecture. Concerns were also expressed as to the landscaping of the
site, especially as all the bushes and the wall between the site and the road
were to be removed to make way for a pavement. As a result of this a
landscape layout plan was sent by NCC to the PC in late November for
information (not comment). The PC was told that it was still hoped to have
some of the properties occupied before the end of the year. Proposed rents
were given as :- 1 bed flat @ £340pcm, 2 bed bungalow @ £480 pcm, 2 bed
terrace house @ £440pcm and 3 bed house @ £520 pcm. The PC also
expressed its concern relating to the safety aspect of the old quarry house
with children living nearby. As part of this meeting the PC again pressed the
matter of the construction company erecting a new stone bus shelter for
the south route at their cost. The NCC representative reported that they
were in discussion with the builders but it was unlikely they, the builders,
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would pay all the costs even though they were being given the stone free by
NCC.
Several matters relating to Christon Bank were raised including the
location of missing road name signs, on-pavement parking, kerb damage and
the wish for stone planters at the village entrances. Action has been taken
on all these matters but none have yet reached a successful conclusion.
Job descriptions for the Chair and Vice Chair were adopted and a
small sub-committee formed to consider Risk Assessment for the PC.
An application for a grant from the NCC ‘Your Welcome’ scheme
relating to the public use of the Parish Church Room toilet has been made by
the PC.
The budget for the coming financial year was discussed as part of
the formulation of the PC precept application to NCC. It was clear that an
increase in the precept would be required to meet the costs of the Christon
Bank planters and the PC donation towards the new bus shelter and to create
a reserve towards asset maintenance. It is unlikely that any increase will
result in the share of the Council Tax relating to the PC precept increasing
by more than 50p per week for a group D property.
The PC adopted a new complaints procedure and finalised and
adopted its publication procedure.
The PC agreed to make an application to the new government
‘Transparency Fund’ for a grant covering the purchase of a new computer and
printer.
The future of the PC subsidy towards the operation of the 420 bus
service was questioned and it was agreed to look at usage figures.
The PC agreed to reinstate the charge to local businesses for placing
advertising boards on Council land. A figure of £100 per year was agreed.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on January 26th 2016
at 7.30 in the Creighton Memorial Hall.

Blink Bonny
Our October quiz raised £96 for Alexa’s Animals. The November
quiz raised £111 which was added to money raised by the pub’s firework
display and collection box for the Royal British Legion, bringing the total
raised by The Blink Bonny to £276.22 for this year’s poppy appeal.
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Can People with Dementia Really Write Stories?
Study Visit to USA/Canada proves YES! Part 2

Romi Jones

Being in a foreign country is a wonderful way to learn about the
importance of place in developing our sense of identity. I learnt that not
just for myself but also for those people with dementia whose individuality
is not about reminiscence, it’s about accepting that the places of the past
are part of who they are in the present. For example, I met an eighty year
old man who spent years as an engineer designing trails for the logging
wagons in Nova Scotia. In spite of dementia, he is still that engineer, he still
knows the Latin names of trees, still feels the force of that environment
even though is it twenty years since he worked there. It is the forest that
has made him the person he is now.
It was a relief to have the values which underlie my work with people
with dementia confirmed by the many professionals I met. My approach is
neither medical, nor psychological, nor academic but comes more from a
community work background:Creative writing workshops can enable people with dementia to
demonstrate their true spirit and communicate their own sense of self to
the wider world from which they are often excluded.
Individuals living with dementia should have the same equality of
opportunity to be involved in arts and creative writing activity as other
individuals.
Although the process is as important as the outcome; it is the words
and ideas that emerge from people with dementia that show they can still
make a contribution to the cultural life of their community and challenge the
notion they are solely a drain on the public purse.
In order to believe that people with dementia can be creative, we
must also trust that we can all be imaginative and creative.
During my study visit, I saw several programmes at many of the New
York museums and art galleries specifically for people with dementia and
their carers to enable them to participate in the ‘normal’ cultural life of the
city. In Vancouver and Milwaukee I saw art as a method to bring about
social change by capturing the voices of older people through art
installations, street theatre and events.
Many of these activities are
already being developed here in the UK and I shared some of my own
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experiences with many of the professionals I met. We all agreed, it is the
policy makers and medical community that need convincing, we can all see the
results on a daily basis.
For more detail check my travel blog www.romijones.wordpress.com
or check the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust website www.wcmt.org for
my full report and references AND the possibility of applying for your own
study visit.
Romi Jones is a prose writer with several years’ experience of combining creative
writing with community involvement to enable individuals and groups to express their
dreams and frustrations.
In 2014, Romi was awarded a Winston Churchill Fellowship to travel to
USA/Canada to study creative writing with people with dementia and its connection
with the development of dementia-friendly communities.
In July 2013 she completed a writer-in-residence in NHS Dementia Services
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne resulting in the pamphlet ‘Words from the Wise.’ In 2012,
she was commissioned by New Writing North to write a series of six flash fiction,
Dementia Dilemmas, inspired by working with older people in an Alzheimer’s Society
Day Centre. She has recently been working with student nurses using a creative
writing approach to reflective practice, as part of Northumbria University’s
Dementia Friendly Community.
Romi has an MA in Creative Writing (with Distinction) from Newcastle
University and a NWN ’Northern Promise Award’. Her short stories have been
published by Bloomsbury and Biscuit Books. Romi’s first novel, Disquiet Corners, was
short-listed for two unpublished novel awards. She lives in a field close to the
Northumberland coastline and is currently working on a novel ‘The Boy in the Beach
Hut’ and a series of short stories.

Romi Jones

Writer- Researcher-Facilitator
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Question 1:

What do elves learn at school?

Question 2:

What did the fireman’s wife get for Christmas>

Answers on page 15.
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DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ
(500 yards from the A1)

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Free range eggs
Home grown vegetables in season
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)

A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.
We take the strain and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or
phone 01665 571 275
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you!

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing
Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/Lpg gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com
Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536
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Alnwick School Partnership Restructure

Vickie Ffyfe
th

It is a great relief that on Tuesday 10 November 2015, Northumberland
County Council (NCC) Cabinet voted for Vincent Edwards to stay open as a primary
school. There remains a period of statutory consultation until 12th January 2016,
when the full council will be asked to ratify these plans for restructure of the
Alnwick School Partnership.
We would like to thank everyone most sincerely for their support and hope
that January 2016 will herald a new chapter in the future of Vincent Edwards School.
Here is an excerpt from Embleton Community & Parent Action Group’s
Speech to Councillors, highlighting the vital the role of the community in our
campaign.
“….Performance data from the Dept of Education & Ofsted clearly show

that, throughout the UK, over 600 very small primary schools (that is schools with
less than 50 pupils) are delivering excellent quality education to children up to Year
6, in two-tier systems just like that proposed for the Alnwick Partnership.
It is obvious that educational outcomes are not determined by the size of a
school, but by the quality of its teaching, and the quality of its leadership.
At small schools, it has been proved that a broad and balanced curriculum is
further enhanced by the development of strong collaborative partnerships between
schools, where resources are shared to provide economies of scale, to improve
learning opportunities and to enrich social development of pupils.
During this period of further consultation, Embleton School has clearly
demonstrated that it does indeed have the Leadership, Teaching Skills & Strong
Partnerships required to deliver the best possible educational outcomes to local
children and succeed under Ofsted inspection at primary level.
Parents and the wider communities of Embleton, Christon Bank, Newton &
Craster have shown their overwhelming support for Embleton school remaining open
as a viable primary school.
I would like to thank councillors for reading all the letters & emails and also
considering our petition, which was superbly co-ordinated by my fellow parent
Georgina Armstrong and received over 1200 signatures from local residents.
There is much truth in the proverb “It takes a village to raise a child” and I
have been humbled and heartened to see how members of our community, of all ages
and backgrounds, have united in support of Embleton school.
This process has galvanized and engaged our community in a way that I have
never seen before.
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The strength of community support will underpin Embleton School and
provide a solid foundation for governors, staff and pupils as they move forward to
becoming a primary school.
The clear message is that Embleton is a cohesive, sustainable & growing
village – with excellent facilities and a strong infrastructure.
Embleton is a place where children can walk or cycle to school, where
families without their own transport can have access to good quality social housing,
find work in the many local businesses and fully participate in their children’s school
life.
As the council’s own Core Strategy states, sustainable villages like Embleton
are crucial to the future of Northumberland – and at the heart of this sustainable
village lies Vincent Edwards School…”
Providing a broad and balanced curriculum in a small village school has its own
particular challenges and continued support from the community will be an essential
part of delivering an Outstanding education to local children.

Friends of Embleton School (FROES)
Friends of Embleton School (FROES) will be meeting each half term at
school to plan fundraising events, keep parents & families informed and involve
members of the community in school life.
We want the whole community to feel part of, and be proud of, the
outstanding work that Vincent Edwards School is doing to educate our children.
We will keep you updated on this page – call Vickie on 01665 576368/576111
for further information.
“Save Embleton First School” Facebook page is now the “Friends of Embleton
School” Facebook page – we will keep posting interesting school news and events.

Dates for your Diary:
FROES Films – please join us for action, adventure and popular comedy at
the Creighton Hall. No admission charge – refreshments available throughout the
film.
Saturday 15th January at 7pm – Popular Comedy DVD for adults, to be announced.
Saturday 23rd January at 2pm – Jurassic World. Call Georgina on 01665 576917 for
details.
Saturday 30th January at 7.30pm – Embleton School Bingo at the Creighton Hall.
Bingo and raffle prizes gratefully received – please leave at 1 Dovecote
Close, 12 Greyfield Estate or 1 Station Road from 4th January onwards.
Call Sara on 01665 576482 or Georgina 01665 576917 for details.
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Creative Arts at Embleton School
Pupils made a lovely Christmas card design with local artist Pippa Willitts.
Based upon a stained glass window, the children used beautifully coloured tissue
paper to give a warm natural glow. The children then discussed who would be present
at the nativity, designed the scene themselves and drew the characters in silhouette.
Pippa said “I really enjoyed working with the children and staff to create
this lovely piece. The children all listened and worked cooperatively and attentively.
They were very well behaved and very considerate.”
In December local artist Elaine Porter
joined class 2, who had a brilliant day making
some fantastic lanterns for the parade at
Alnwick Gardens which will be held on Sunday
20th December. As well as making their own
lanterns the children worked in groups to make
bigger lanterns which will be part of the
display. Some parents kindly joined us and
probably enjoyed it even more than the children!
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Embleton Community Garden Project:
Children, parents and staff from
Vincent Edwards planted edible hedging at
the village playpark, in the first steps to
creating a community garden on the site.
Amy
Varty,
Eco-School
coordinator said “We have such a unique
location here - our children learn so much
more outside the classroom, whether it’s on
our beautiful beach or digging and planting
in the garden. Jane Lancaster from the National
Trust is extremely knowledgeable and our children
have learned an important lesson today about their
local environment and about growing their own food.
Working with all ages of the community is
very rewarding for everyone involved. The children
from Vincent Edwards were fantastic today and are
a credit to the community.”

Calling all Embleton Alumni!
Were you once a pupil at Embleton School?
As part of our school community project, we will be creating an Alumni Wall
to show children the varied and exciting lives that past pupils have experienced after
their time at Embleton School.
You might be in business, in education or many of the roles in between –
maybe you live abroad or chose to stay closer to home – perhaps you have a relative
who attended the school and led an interesting life.
All stories are very welcome – we want as many varied life histories as
possible to inspire a new generation to appreciate the diversity of opportunities
available to them and strive to achieve their ambitions.
We’ll keep you updated with the exciting stories that come our way.
Please include past pupils’ dates of study at Embleton School, education
after Vincent Edwards, professional life and proudest moments. Life photos will
greatly enhance the children’s understanding of each story.
Send to Vincent Edwards School, Embleton, NE66 3XR
Email: admin@vincentedwards.northumberland.sch.uk
or send to “Friends of Embleton School” Facebook page
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Tel: 01665 576612

In debt ? – get advice that won’t cost you a
penny!
Debt can often be a difficult thing to admit
to but we know it causes untold misery to many
people and their families. There are numerous
causes for this problem and we know that once
people tackle the issue they can feel much better

about their predicament.
Here are Citizens Advice, we offer people help to face the problem
and work together to look at options and solutions. These can range from
help with budgeting, ensuring you are in receipt of all the benefits you may
be entitled to, help to prioritise what payments are important, help to
negotiate with creditors, consider options like bankruptcy or Debt Relief
Orders.
The advice we give is free, independent, confidential and impartial.
All CABs across the county have specialist workers who can give you the best
advice. Contact your nearest CAB now, don’t delay the debts won’t go away.
You can call Northumberland Adviceline on 03444 111 444 Monday to
Friday 10am to 4pm to speak confidentially about the matter or find your
nearest CAB at
Local offices where you can drop in:
Alnwick Office
1st Floor, Lloyds Bank Chambers
24 Bondgate Within
Alnwick NE66 1TD

Amble Office
Fourways Centre
Bridge Street
Amble NE65 0DR

Drop-in sessions
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
9am to 1pm

Drop-in sessions
Tuesday & Thursday
9am to 1pm
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Your local Citizens Advice need you!
Volunteering for Citizens Advice has been described as ‘the most
rewarding experience of my life’ by one of our current volunteers.
Citizens Advice is a registered charity and we rely on volunteers to
provide the invaluable service which helps so many people within your local
community.
Last year, the CAB in Alnwick helped just under 2,000 people on a
wide range of subjects. The problems we are most often asked about
concern employment, debt, housing or benefits, but we will help people who
come to us with any enquiry including consumer rights, legal matters, and
immigration.
Northumbrian CAB is currently looking for more volunteers for our
Alnwick & Amble office for a variety of roles, from giving advice to working
on reception to taking part in research and campaigns. Training is available to
help you develop the skills and knowledge you need and we are able to cover
expenses such as travel costs.
All sorts of people volunteer with us for lots of different reasons,
but one thing that our volunteers tell us is that volunteering with their local
Citizens Advice is enjoyable, rewarding, challenging and varied. For many
volunteers, the best thing is getting to meet a variety of new people, whilst
for others it's learning new skills and gaining confidence.
There's a real team spirit at the bureau and we provide a supportive
environment to make sure that you get the most from your time with us.
Whatever your reason for volunteering this is your chance to make a
real difference to the lives of other people.
For more information, please contact Elizabeth Garrett on 01665
604136 or at trainingalnwick@northumbriancab.cabnet.org.uk.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Answers to questions on page 8:
Question 1:

The elf-a-bet

Question 2:

A ladder in her stocking.
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Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F. Wallis

Our 2015 - 2016 season is now well and truly up and running.
During October we managed wins against Denwick, 62 – 35, and
Newton-on-the-Moor, 43 – 38, both matches being played at home, while we
lost an away match against St James’s (Alnwick) by 46 – 27.
All our November matches were played away when we beat Lesbury
43 – 41 and Warkworth 56 – 29, but lost to Bamburgh by 56 – 30. The home
match against Glanton was cancelled by Glanton, as that was the evening of
high winds and downpours.
Since the last report we have welcomed Ronnie Riley to our ranks.
Ronnie has never played bowls before but since joining us he hasn’t missed an
evening, in his own words “it’s a great way to spend an evening”.
The Club would like to wish all you readers of the Whinstone Times
an enjoyable Christmas period and a Happy, Healthy 2016.

Wildlife

Jan Ainsley

Anne and Peter Brown have once again reported seeing a little egret
visiting a pond in their garden, on the edge of Embleton. In November last
year until February of this year, a little egret (perhaps the same one?) was a
frequent visitor. They have also had visits from a nuthatch, and for the
first time in about five years, two red squirrels were in their garden at the
same time.
Every year the RSPB runs The Big Garden Birdwatch, when as many
people as possible are invited to count the number of birds of different
species they see in their gardens during one hour in January. The reported
numbers help to monitor how well or how badly the various birds are
doing. The 2016 Big Garden Birdwatch takes place over the weekend of the
30th/31st January and BGB packs are available from the RSPB from 16th
December 2015. More information is at www.rspb.org.uk

100 Club
November - £40 Lizzie Harratt No. 46 £20 Eileen Haigh No. 9
December - £40 Karen Piegsa No. 120 £20 Shelagh Coxon No. 13
The annual £100 Draw was held on Saturday 12th December. The next draw
will be in March 2016.

16

100 Years of Partying – Well Nearly !

Terry Howells

The
first
Embleton
Village
Christmas ‘treat’ for children of Embleton
and District was held in the Creighton Hall
in 1910. By 1912 the Embleton & District
Christmas Tree Committee was formally in
charge of organising the event and it is
fortunate that their minute books have
been preserved as they give an insight into life in the village in a bygone age.
In 1912, as in later years, funds for the party were raised by public
subscription, ranging from £5.00 (£330.00 today) given by both Earl Grey
and Mrs Eyres Monsell down to several villagers donating one shilling
(£3.50), raising a total of £14.6.0d (£950.00). The Committee decided that
the form of the ‘treat’ should be the same as in former years and two
members were authorised to travel to Newcastle to purchase individual
presents suitable for the age of the child. Their return rail fares cost 12
shillings (£42.00) and they spent £6.18.4d (£460.00) on toys and presents.
The Committee considered hiring cinematographic entertainment to
last about half an hour but the cost of 4 guineas (£280.00) was considered
excessive so it was decided that ‘games would be indulged in’. The party
commenced at 4pm on December 27 th with the Rev. Paul presiding over the
children and a few subscribers and mothers who were invited to partake of
tea with the children. After tea the hall was cleared and children’s games
and amusements ‘arranged and conducted in a very nice orderly manner by
the ladies of the Committee’ continued until 6pm. Presents were then
distributed by Father Christmas (Dr Waterson the village doctor) from
under the decorated tree. Later a ’Cinderella’ dance was held from 9 pm
until 11.30 for young people who were too old to be included in the children’s
treat.
In 1913 the Committee had a change of heart and decided to hire
the cinematograph together with a musician to play during the films and,
whilst the children would be given a bag of sweets and an orange on leaving,
there would be no presents. It was later reported that ‘judging by the
hearty laughter and applause of the children the films evidently gave great
satisfaction to them’.
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Due to the outbreak of war the ‘treat’ of 1914 was almost cancelled
but eventually went ahead on December 29 th. It was explained to the
children that it was everybody’s duty to deny themselves some of their
pleasures and thus the entertainment was somewhat curtailed. The children
thoroughly enjoyed the games and each was given an apple and orange on
leaving.
No further ‘treats’ were held until January 1920 when about 100
children from four to fourteen years old attended and after tea and games
sang patriotic songs, recited pieces and were given an orange each on leaving.
A ‘Cinderella’ dance was held later.
In 1921 a bioscope was hired from Mawson, Swann and Morgan in
Newcastle to provide entertainment. Unfortunately preparations for the
tea at the ‘treat’ were disrupted as ‘Miss Rooke asked the secretary if she
may bring her maid’. As she (the maid) was not a subscriber this was not
allowed.
After Miss Rooke’s rude remarks to the secretary it was
unanimously agreed to return her subscription of 2/6d (£5.00). This was
then returned by Miss Rooke and reluctantly accepted by the Committee.
For the next two years funds were low and games and singing were
the only entertainments, but as funds improved the children were given
crackers ‘which caused a great deal of fun’ with tea and a balloon and an
orange when they left. By 1924 the ‘Cinderella’ dance had been dropped but
no reason was given. Over the next five years the ‘treat’ followed a similar
pattern with gifts of handkerchiefs and ties from Father Christmas for the
120 to 130 children attending. Later, in 1930, when subscriptions reached
£14.00 (£670) the younger children were given a toy or doll and a pencil and
balloon whilst the older ones received an orange, a balloon and a flashlight.
For the next five years the Committee provided entertainment in
the form of Punch & Judy, a magician or a film show from Canon Granlund
who had also made a film of work and life in the village. Games and an after
tea concert by the children were still a major part of the ‘treat’. The food
also changed in that paste was replaced by ham and tongue in the sandwiches
and some fancy cakes gave way to scones. The number of children attending
was now down to about 90. In 1937, when the age limit for attendees was
raised to 16, the local British Legion branch donated £2 (£70) for presents
to celebrate the Coronation but of the 70 children present only those
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attending Embleton school received a gift. Another first occurred in 1938
when a sound film was shown but due to the cost no prizes were given to the
games winners. And so to wartime.
The 1939 party was memorable in that 170 children attended
including evacuees from Tyneside. The Committee had written to the Food
Controller regarding the supply of butter, and boiled beef was substituted
for ham and tongue. A Berwick-based concert party, sent by the Lord
Mayor of Newcastle, failed to turn up on time so the children put on their
own concert. The Berwick Party eventually arrived and entertained with
songs and dances until 9.30. It was only decided to have a party in 1940 at
the last minute and it was to be held in the afternoon to avoid blackout
regulations. The Committee contacted the Food Office about supplies of
margarine and sugar and, since the Creighton Hall was being used by the
military, it was decided to split seniors and juniors between the ‘long room’
and school. Whilst one group had tea and games the others had a film show
given by Canon Granlund in the Presbyterian Hall and they then reversed.
Everybody got an orange and a cracker to go home with.
After several years of living off funds the Committee was forced to
ask for subscriptions to fund the 1942 party for 80 children. The military
allowed the Hall to be used from 3 to 5.30 pm after which it had to be set
up again as a NAAFI. Whilst there were no crackers the children were given
home-made paper hats and an apple and cakes to take home. For the next
four years the Committee ‘soldiered on’ using the Creighton Hall as allowed.
They contrived to obtain tongue for sandwiches, bake scones, make paper
hats and get soldiers to provide entertainment by playing ‘the spoons’, doing
contortions and leading community singing. In 1944 every child was given a
brand new 1944 sixpennny coin (£1) to take home and, to celebrate victory,
the 1945 ‘treat’ included films by Charlie Chaplin and Laurel & Hardy.
Even though the war was over things were not back to normal. In
1946 parents gave one bread unit per child to augment the allowance of 34
bread units from the Food Office. However Santa arrived as expected and
distributed Christmas cake. A conjuror was hired and he magically produced
chocolate biscuits and sweets for the children. For the 1947 ‘treat’ it was
back to seeking subscriptions, applying to the Food Office for permits for
rationed food and asking parents for bread units.
After tea and
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games/singing the children were taken to Mr Pitt’s Empire cinema for films
including the Royal Wedding. The children were given an apple and an orange
to take home. As things became easier, although permits were still required
in 1948 for tea, sugar, margarine and milk, fancy cakes were ordered,
crackers were available, the decorated Christmas tree was back and the
Punch and Judy show was booked for the ‘treat’.
Unfortunately in 1949 food permits were still required but apples
were obtained from Howick Hall gardens. The Committee had arranged for
Mr Pitt to show Snow White in the cinema but as he was unable to hire it he
showed 3 short films.
The 50’s started with each Committee member agreeing to supply 6
presents costing 1/- to 1/6 each (£1.25 to £1.90) but this only provided 58
and so a further 60 were ordered from Carss and Watson. Only children
over 3 were given presents and there were no apples for anybody. Over 130
children were present when Father Christmas arrived and gave out presents
from his sack. For the rest of the decade the children were still expected
to play games and perform in the concert but there was additional
entertainment such as films in the Hall or a Punch & Judy show or a conjuror.
In 1952 the children were given a quarter of a pound of sweets each,
courtesy of a collection of unwanted sweet coupons in the village. With
funds running short and subscriptions down the Committee ran a Bring and
Buy sale in 1953 which raised £23.00 (£600) and at the party each child was
given a Coronation shilling plus sweets. The Bring and Buy, plus coffee
mornings, became a feature for the ‘treat’ Committee who had to cope with a
party postponement due to an influenza epidemic in 1954 and, as they put it,
‘a lack of support from parents’ in 1955.
The 18 children from Newton who attended Embleton school were
invited to the ‘treat’ bringing the number up to 129 in 1961. Orange squash
was offered as well as tea to the children, and those over 11 were given 1/(£1) and the others a toy to take home. Embleton Football Club provided
parcels of fruit and sweets for all children. The over 11’s stayed on for a
dance until 8.30. For the rest of the decade it was back to collecting
subscriptions in addition to fund-raising as the cost of the ‘treat’ rose to
meet expectations. Some years toys were provided for the under 7’s to take
home with the others getting chocolates or toffees, whilst in other years it
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was only apples and oranges. Squash had replaced tea as the chosen drink.
In 1964 the event was divided with those 11 and under having tea and being
entertained by a conjuror, whilst the older children met for a dance from 7
to 10 with music by Frank and the Rivals with tea and sandwiches provided.
This idea proved to be too expensive to repeat so it was back to normal the
next year with almost 100 children attending.
In 1974 a change of format was introduced as it was thought
impossible to entertain such a wide age group at one event. The infant class
met at 3pm for games etc. then were joined by the top class at 4pm for a
joint tea. After a film the younger group went home and games etc. were
organised for the older children. This new arrangement left out the
secondary school children but it was thought these were catered for at
school. There were no gifts, nor a visit from Father Christmas. By 1976 it
was back to a single ‘treat’ with Father Christmas handing out fruit and
sweets but no external entertainment. This format continued through the
decade with about 55 children attending.
1981 saw the Committee change the age group invited to 2 years old
to 9 in line with Embleton school. This reduced the eligible numbers to 35
but these enjoyed the ‘treat’ with games, singing and country dancing. For
the next nine years little changed. Very few external entertainers were
booked but jelly and ice cream were added to the tea in 1982, balloons and
crackers were re-introduced. Craster children joined the ‘treat’ in 1984 and
the average attendance rose to about 60.
So into the 90’s where early on the tea had changed with sandwiches
being phased out and replaced by hot dogs and sausage rolls and fancy cakes
replaced by scones. Jellies, ice cream, crisps and cheese were very popular.
In the first few years magic shows were hired but in 1994 these were
replaced by a disco which was then hired every year. The number of
children attending was about 60 although in 1999 the Committee catered for
80. There was still a decorated tree in the Hall and Father Christmas still
paid his annual visit
‘Treats’ continued to be held up to and including 2003 when 55
children attended. So ended 94 years of partying for Embleton and District
children but what a good time they appear to have had and what a treat it
must have been to many of them.
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coffee, cake and gorgeous things……..
Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW
Tel: 01665 571371
www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk
¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick
Tel:

01665 576595
(dog friendly)

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Sunday Lunch
Varied menu
Daily specials board
Selection of beers, lagers and real ale
Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01665 712799 Mob 07955 911720
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com
Whinstone times advertising rates
Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40, full page £80
Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton

At the heart of the community

Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace

Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

j

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Thursday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2016.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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