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Faster Broadband for Embleton & Christon Bank 

 

                         
 
 

     As part of the Northumberland County Council iNorthumberland fibre 

broadband roll out, the cabinet that serves Christon Bank went live at the 

end of December 2014.  This means that superfast fibre broadband is now 

available in the village.  Embleton is hoped to be live by the end of March 

2015. 

     People wishing to take advantage of this will need to contact their service 

provider to upgrade, as improved speeds do not happen automatically. 

For further information visit www.inorthumberland.org.uk email 

info@inorthumberland.org.uk or contact John Cooper via 

01670 623415. 

  

Alnwick & District Choral Society 
 

Will be performing Handel’s “MESSIAH” on Sunday 29th 

March at 7.30 p.m. in St. Paul’s Church, Alnwick.  Admission 

£10, payable at the door. 

The performance will include an invited orchestra and the 

soloists will be: 

         Lorna James - Soprano                   Jeanie Larkin  -  Alto 

         Paul Rendall   -Tenor                       Paul Gibson     -   Bass 

 

http://www.inorthumberland.org.uk/
mailto:info@inorthumberland.org.uk
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Editorial                                                                               Jan Ainsley 
      I hope you enjoy this edition, with its contrasting stories of high speed 

broadband and 13th century intrigue! It is very interesting to think of the 

changes that must have happened here over the last 700+ years. 

     The WT continues to prosper, but we need to raise some extra money 

every year to ensure we stay ‘in the black’. The exact date is still to be 

decided, but we hope to have our annual plant sale at the end of 

May/beginning of June.  If you are sowing some seeds or splitting up plants 

we would be most grateful if you would let us have any extras for the sale.  

    As always many thanks to the many people who help keep the Whinstone 

Times on the road.              

      

Please e-mail material for the next edition by Tuesday 7th April to: 

whintimes@yahoo.co.uk or call:- 

Articles, Stories etc. - Mary Kibble 576608     Advertising - Jan Ainsley 

576019.  ‘What’s On’ & ‘Sales & Wants’ - Shelagh Coxon 576791 

 
Useful Telephone Numbers 
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard 999 

Police (non-emergency) 101 

Childline 0800 1111                                                     

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111                                        

NHS non-emergency care 111 

Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 0344 811 8111 

Samaritans 0845 790 9090 

Silverline (advice for older people) 0800 470 8090                 

Traveline 0871  200 2233 

C.A.B.  Northumberland 

Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

08444 111 

 
Front cover 
The photograph on the cover is of a roe deer, Capreolus capreolus.  This one 

was taken in Russia, but there are plenty of them in and around Embleton 

and Christon Bank – we’re just not quick enough with the camera! 

mailto:whintimes@yahoo.co.uk
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What’s On in March 

Tuesday 3rd Women’s Club – A demonstration of spinning by Ann Turnbull. 

 2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall. 

Thursday 5th Craster W.I. – ‘Andy Griffin’, Competition – F.  7.15 p.m.  

 Memorial Hall. 

Friday 6th Women’s World Day of Prayer.  7.30 p.m. Holy Trinity Church 

 Embleton – A service written by the women of the Bahamas  

 focussing on ‘Love without Borders’. 

Monday 9th Embleton Flower Club – ‘Nature Naturally’ by Pam Alexander.   

 7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall.  All welcome.  Members free, visitors £5. 

Monday 9th Blink Bonny Quiz Night. 8pm 

Tuesday 10th Embleton W.I. – Outing to Bailiffgate Museum & afternoon 

 tea at The Old Stables. 

Wednesday 11th Mothers’ Union - “Dementia Friendly Awareness”.   

 Speaker Margaret Weaver.  2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room. 

Friday 13th Ian Sherwood, Musician & Songwriter.  7.15 p.m. Craster 

Memorial Hall.  Tickets £7.50 (concessions £6, under 16’s £4) from  

Doris Clarke – 576479 or Michael Gibbs – 576226. 

Monday 16th Craster Local Hist. Soc. – ‘Lives of Kirk Yetholm Gypsies’ by 

 Thomas Tokely.  7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall. 

Tuesday 24th Easter Church Service for the school.  2.00 p.m. Holy  

 Trinity Church, Embleton.  There will be a children’s Easter Bonnet  

 parade  from school to church beforehand. 

Wednesday 25th North Sunderland Local Hist. Soc. – “Paxton” by Martha 

 Andrews.  7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s Church Hall. 

Wednesday 25th Mothers’ Union – Lady Day Service at St. Mary’s, Newton. 

Thursday 26th Blue Bag collection for Mandell’s Coffee Pot.  See separate 

details on page 12. 

Friday 27th Craster Fund Raising Bingo in Craster Memorial Hall.  Eyes 

 down 7.00 p.m. 

Saturday 28th Children’s Easter Workshop.  2.00 – 3.30 p.m. Parish  

 Church Room, Embleton.  See separate details on page 14.  

Sunday 29th Alnwick & District Choral Society presents Handel’s ‘Messiah’. 

 Details on page 2. 
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What’s On in April 
Thursday 2nd Craster W.I. – Jane Coltman (Photographer). 

Thursday 2nd Andy May Trio in concert at the Creighton Hall Embleton. 

Saturday 4th Country & Western Night with singer at the Blink Bonny. 

 Charity Auction for Riding for the Disabled and Alnwick Hospice. 

Tuesday 7th Women’s Club – Nigel Fisher “Civil Contingencies in Times of  

 Disaster”.  2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall. 

Wednesday 8th Mothers’ Union – “Northumbria Blood Bikes” with Owain  

 Harris.  2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room.  Open meeting – all welcome. 

Friday 10th Creighton Hall Fund Raising Bingo.  Eyes down 7.30 p.m. 

Monday 13th Embleton Flower Club – Practical session ‘Spring Basket’.   

 Pooled supper.  7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall. 

Monday 13th Blink Bonny Quiz Night. 8pm 

Tuesday 14th Embleton W.I. – “Gardens of Northumberland” with Bill 

Devonshire.  Comp– Garden Photograph.  2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall. 

Monday 20th Craster Local Hist. Soc. – ‘Howick’s Seven Tales of the  

 Unexpected’ by Avril Meakin.  7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall. 

Wednesday 22nd North Sunderland Local Hist. Soc. – Local Films including  

 “Boat Launches from Dawson’s Yard”. 7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s Church Hall 

 
Music, Music & More Music 

 Embleton Handbell Ringers are keen to recruit new members to 

their group, no previous experience is necessary.  Contact Jean Lawrence for 

details on 01665 576356. 

 Seahouses Village Voices are looking for new singers to recruit to 

their group.  Contact John Spalding on 01665 721915. 

 Advance Notice – May 8th – Concert with Seahouses Village Voices 

and Phillip Harratt.  7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall.  Full details in the next issue. 

 

100 Club  
      The winner of the annual £100 draw, which took place on 17th December, 

was No. 49, Mr S Eardley from Christon Bank.  The next draw will take place 

on Wednesday 4th March. 
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Notes from the Parish Council                                              January 2015 
The Parish Council (PC) is still awaiting a reply from Northumberland 

County Council (NCC) re ownership of the wall alongside the Sunny Brae 

footpath.  

It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to the Stephen Kerry Fund 

for the donation of a defibrillator to Embleton village. 

The Chairman presented the sub-committee report on the NCC Sites 

for Potential Housing document dated August 2014, explaining that it was 

very similar to that already discussed dated 2012.  He listed the NCC 

potential sites in both Embleton and Christon Bank, reiterating that these 

covered the periods 0-5, 5-10 and 10-15 years.  He felt that no action was 

required but, following a request from a Councillor, it was agreed to check 

back on the PC response to the earlier document and review the terms of 

reference of the current one. 

The Chairman of the Burial Committee reported on the work being 

carried out on Cemetery House and the investigation into the possible use of 

other contractors for grave digging, grass cutting etc.  The PC considered 

documents relating to the Terms of Reference and Standing Orders of the 

Burial Committee submitted by Newton Parish Council.  It was felt that 

these were unacceptable and a small sub-committee was set up to formulate 

a response. 

A comprehensive list of PC Standing Orders had been circulated to 

Councillors for consideration and these were accepted, but it was felt that 

the method of preparing a PC response to planning applications needed 

clarification.   After a long debate it was agreed that a new clause would be 

prepared by the Chairman and added to the Standing Orders for 

consideration at the next PC meeting. 

The appointment of a new Parish Clerk was discussed and the PC was 

informed that a very suitable candidate had been identified.  Details of this 

candidate’s qualifications and experience were presented and it was agreed 

to offer the position to this person. 

The PC was told that a training course relating to the use of the 

defibrillator had been arranged in the Creighton Hall for 16th February at 

6.00 pm.  All are welcome to attend. 
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The PC agreed to continue to support the bus service through 

Christon Bank with a £200 donation. 

An Embleton Parish Councillor had attended the Core Strategy drop-

in session in Seahouses and was preparing to send in his personal comments 

to NCC. The PC did not intend to comment again as it had done so in relation 

to a previous draft. 

The date of the next meeting was fixed as Thursday February 19th 

at 7.00 pm in the Creighton Hall. 
 

Dark Skies at Newton    Bob Foster-Smith                       
We are blessed with amazing night skies on the coast of 

Northumberland.  There is little light pollution (and long may that remain so).  

Although only Kielder has official Dark Skies Park status, the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty is promoting dark skies for the Northumberland 

Coast AONB.  Apart from stargazing events, the purpose is to celebrate and 

preserve our views of the heavens.  This means that planners will need to 

consider lighting in applications and, hopefully, we should see new, lower 

intensity streetlights replacing the old orange ones. 

As part of this initiative, the parish council at Newton by the Sea 

successfully applied for funding to purchase a small telescope. Also a 

projector and screen so that we can hold talks and slide shows.  Newton does 

not have a parish hall and we approached St Mary’s Church Committee to see 

if they would be willing to host a community project in the charming little tin 

church at Newton.  They agreed and together we have started the ‘Tin 

Church Community Project’.  So far we have held a couple of stargazing 

events and a slide show of historic photos of Newton.  

Are you interested in the night sky? It has to be said that we are 

just beginners when it comes to star gazing and we are looking for people 

who are interested in joining us.  Ideally we would like a core group of people 

who would be willing to wrap up warm and meet up on clear nights to learn 

about the stars and planets.  At the moment, the telescope is being kept 

either at Bob Foster-Smith’s (576410) or at John Roper’s (576413).  
 
Erratum   Apologies to anyone who tried to make Cranachan from the recipe 

in the last edition. It needs 400mls of cream, not 40mls!!  
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Embleton Carpet Bowls                                                   John Wallis 
    I am sorry to report that so far this season the club has not been winning 

as many matches as it did last season, despite the same members playing.  

Perhaps we had become too confident …. 

     In December Bamburgh beat us twice, the first time by 53 shots to 45 

and the second time by 57 shots to 47, but we did manage an away win 

against Longframlington by 52 shots to 44. 

    January started off well when we beat Longhoughton at home by 51 shots 

to 32, then it was back to the losing ways when Shilbottle beat us at home 

by 47 shots to 28 and St. Michael’s beat us away by 44 shots to 36. 

    Also during January the second of the club’s internal competitions took 

place, when Alex Hay and Winnie Banks were winners of the pair’s 

competition, with Dennis Chrisp and Dougie Hogg, using their snooker skills, 

claiming the runners-up place. 

    I hope that the next report will show that the club is back to its winning 

ways. 

 
Embleton Web Site     Mary Kibble 

 The web site for Embleton is almost complete and now contains 

information about Parish Councils in general and the Embleton PC in 

particular.  We have added a Community Resources page giving information 

about events in the village, while the Whinstone Times can now be accessed 

from the Publications page and will be updated with each new issue. 

 Also added is a Visitor Information page which includes information 

about some of the accommodation available in the area.  If anyone who owns 

a holiday cottage or B & B would like to include a short detail about the 

accommodation, possibly with a small photo, please contact me on 

marykibble@talktalk.net.  You can also use the contact form on the web site 

for this purpose.  As ever, if anyone has any constructive comments or 

suggestions of what else could be included, please let me know.  Web 

address:  www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk.  

 

Snippet 
Sign in a barber’s shop window “Unaccompanied children will be given a 

double espresso and a kitten”. 

mailto:marykibble@talktalk.net
http://www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk/
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A Medieval Political Thriller       by Terry Howells       Part 1 
The true story of Merton College, kings, popes, earls and Embleton Church 

 

          Document from 1274 held in Merton college library. Embledon can be 
seen in line 4, 9th word 

    What is the connection between a street in a north Northumberland 

village and a college at a famous university?  A question from University 

Challenge you might think - but no, it is a question based on an event which 
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took place over 740 years ago. The answer is of course the word Merton as 

in Merton College Oxford and Merton Cottages Embleton.   

              This year is the seven hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 

foundation of Merton College and in recognition of this, Embleton Parish 

Council expressed the wish that the relationship between parish and college 

be recognised locally.  It certainly makes interesting reading involving Popes, 

Kings, bribery and violence. 

              Merton College was founded by one of the leading figures of the 

13th century, Walter de Merton, sometime Chancellor of England and later 

Bishop of Rochester.  He was educated at Merton Priory in Surrey before 

enjoying a long and successful career serving the church and Henry III. 

The foundation of the college can be traced back to the 1260s when 

Walter de Merton  drew up statutes for an independent academic community 

and established endowments to support it.  The important feature of 

Walter's foundation was that this "college" was to be self-governing and the 

endowments were directly vested in the Warden and Fellows.  Merton was 

the first college to be conceived as a community working to achieve academic 

ends, rather than just a place for the housing of scholars.  As such it was 

the first self-governing community of scholars administering its own 

properties under its own statutes, independent of church and state 
Given its background it is not surprising that Merton became a nursery for 

bishops and during the 14th century produced four Archbishops of Canterbury. 

               The local story starts in February 1274 when Edmund, Earl of Lancaster, 

son of Henry III and brother of Edward I, gave the advowson (the right to nominate 

the rector/vicar for the living and to collect tithes) of Embleton church and Rock 

chapel to Merton College Oxford for the support of scholars and the increase of 

their numbers.  This generous gift formed the prelude to a long struggle between the 

Warden and scholars of Merton and the powerful Earls of Lancaster. 

               In 1279 Edmund either forgot, or chose to overlook, his gift and presented 

his candidate for the vacant position of rector of Embleton who was duly instituted 

(accepted) by the Bishop of Durham. Almost immediately after this the Warden of 

Merton presented his own candidate for the position. This forced the bishop to carry 

out an investigation which led him to declare that the advowson belonged to Merton 

College. The Earl’s candidate was forced to resign and Merton’s nominee was 

instituted in his place. In 1287 Merton’s candidate was instituted without opposition 

when the position became vacant due to the resignation of the rector.            … to be 
continued   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_de_Merton
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School News 

A huge thank you to the children, parents and the community who 

raised a fantastic £51.39 for the Children’s Society in the Christingle 

Appeal.   

We would like to invite members of the community along to our 

Easter Church Service on Tuesday 24th March at 2pm.  The children will have 

an Easter Bonnet parade to the church beforehand and we shall look forward 

to seeing you there.   

Billy Armstrong of Year Four recently wrote 

to the author Julia Donaldson about how he enjoyed 

her book ‘Room on The Broom’.  He received a lovely 

personally written letter back thanking him for taking 

the time to write to her.  Here is a little picture of 

Billy with his special letter 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers on p17 

 

 

 

 

Note. The third part of 

Sammy’s story will appear 

in the next edition 
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Second home not living up to the dream;  
too much hassle on a Friday night; not visiting as 

often as you thought? 
OR, you've not found the comprehensive solution 

to the care of your holiday-let 

Second Home From Home will take the strain 

and give you peace of mind. 

To see our range of services go to: 

www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk 

and get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk  

or 01665 571 275 

 
Blue Bag Collection 

Thursday 26th March.  Please leave your bags at the Creighton Hall before 

9 a.m.  Please note household linen, curtains, towels and duvets are no longer 

accepted.  The Creighton Hall will be open from 9.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. on Wednesday 

25th if you wish to drop any bags off.  Any queries, tel.  Shelagh Coxon 576791. 

DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ 
(500 yards from the A1) 

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag. 

       Mobile log splitting service                             Free range eggs        
  Home grown vegetables in season        Hanging baskets from May  
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286) 
 

mailto:info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk
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Embleton Women’s Club                            Mary Kibble 
The Women’s Club (not to be confused with the Women’s Institute) 

was formed in 1901, when a room in the newly built Creighton Memorial Hall 

was put aside especially for the women of the village.   

The original Rules & Regulations of the Club state:  “That its objects 

are Moral, Social and Intellectual.  Improvement of women by means of 

classes, lectures, debates, reading, recreation and whatever may, in the 

opinion of the Committee, best conduce to those ends.” 

 Serious stuff!  However, the motto of the Club was “Friendship” and 

many activities, including dominoes, bagatelle, whist, etc. were held in the 

Club room and members could go in at any time to play.  The annual Christmas 

dance was the social event of the year. 

In 1919 Women’s Institutes were being started countrywide and 

several members thought the Club should become a W.I.  After much heated 

discussion some members left to start up a W.I. which caused some bitter 

feeling between the two groups that lasted to some extent until the 1980s.  

Today though no such feelings exist and some members belong to both 

groups. 

 Unlike the W.I. which is a national body, the Women’s Club is a purely 

local group which is self-funded by way of a very modest annual subscription 

and the sale of raffle tickets at each meeting, the raffle prizes being 

donated in turn by members. 

At each meeting we host a guest speaker or demonstrator who 

entertains us with talks, slides, films or workshops on a huge variety of 

interesting subjects, after which everyone is ready for a cup of tea and a 

chat before we move on to the business part of the meeting.  

 The Club meets on the first Tuesday of each month in the 

Creighton Hall at 2.00 p.m. for ten months of the year.  In August we usually 

go out for a summer lunch and in December we enjoy a Christmas lunch, each 

time at one of the local eateries.  If you fancy a get-together, maybe to see 

existing friends or perhaps to meet new people, why not join us?  You will be 

sure to be made most welcome.  If you would like more details please contact 

our secretary Brenda Robson on 01665 576905. 
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Fundraising 
The January quiz at the Blink Bonny raised £112 for the air ambulance. 
The Embleton Flower Club raised £30 at their coffee morning for the 

Creighton Hall funds. 

 

 
 
 

Stephen Knowles 
Heating & Plumbing 

Engineers 
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances. 

Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken.   Natural/Lpg gas. 
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank 

Telephone 01665 576855  Mobile 07866 013977 
stevieknowles666@gmail.com 

Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536 

Children’s Easter Workshop 
Saturday 28th March 2.00 – 3.30 p.m.                    Parish Church Room 

A fun afternoon of Easter Crafts, Cooking and Singing 

All materials will be provided. 

£2.00 per child including refreshments 

Pre-school children welcome if accompanied by an adult. 

For further details/bookings:-  Lizzie Harratt tel. 01665 57666 
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Embleton Handbell Ringers                                      Jan Applegarth   
      It is thirty nine years since eight handbells were found in the belfry 

cupboard at Holy Trinity, by four of the tower bell ringers. After 

experimenting and finding that they could make them ring they invited 

others to join them to meet in the warmth of the women’s room at the 

Creighton Hall. The group raised funds and gradually purchased more bells 

eventually achieving a set of thirty six bells covering three octaves.  

     From the records which have been carefully kept and passed on to us by 

Lady Sutherland and Betty McDonald, we know that a lot of commitment was 

made in preparation for performing at many social occasions throughout 

Northumberland.  About 12 members played for Women’s Institutes, Care 

Homes, Family Fun days at Wallington and Cragside.  They also played a part 

in Benjamin Britten’s Noye’s Fluddle at the Brinkburn Music Festival along 

with the Northern Sinfonia.  Lady Sutherland records - “on Wednesday night 

we came home very disheartened as we felt we had played very badly we 

were so nervous.  We had been moved all around the Abbey as no-one 

seemed to know where to put us. After trying two places where it was so 

dark we could not see our music or the conductor we were squeezed in 

beside the pianists.  We were most grateful to them as they very patiently 

went through our music and gave us much more confidence.” She ends “It 

was a most wonderful experience and we were sad when it was all over”. 

     In recent years the handbell group has at times wondered if it would be 

able to sustain a membership of six, which is the minimum number required 

to play a tune using twelve bells, one in each hand.  We would welcome anyone 

who would like to come along and give it a try. A little musical knowledge is 

helpful but a sense of rhythm and the ability to concentrate and count are 

the main attributes required.  Playing handbells (and maybe the same applies 

to tower bells) is all about team work and playing just part of a tune, or 

accompaniment is like no other kind of music making. 

     It has been a pleasure to see the archive of letters, records of music 

played and amusing comments, often criticising their own performances, all 

handwritten.  The archive makes a treasure chest of social history. “What a 

world of magic dwells in the music of the bells” is the quotation on the 

register of members.      
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We meet on Monday afternoons at 1.45 to 3.45 in the Women’s Room at the 

Creighton Hall. This includes a break for tea, plenty of good “craic” and only 

costs £2 per session.     Ring Jean Lawrence 576356 

 
Bridge Club – Whist Drive 
The Whist Drive held on 15th January by the Bridge Club was well supported 

and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who attended.  The event raised £451 

for the Creighton Hall funds.  It is hoped to repeat this event next year. 

 

Continuing ‘My Life Nursing the Elderly’          Ruby Bowden 

 I nursed my husband’s parents until they died and we moved from 

Embleton to South Charlton, where we bought the old family home and over 

the next two years renovated the Butt and Benn two-roomed cottage into a 

three-bed with all the amenities and lived happily there for over forty years.  

Our boys were working, one a joiner and one an engineer.  I still worked at 

Doxford Hall but decided to leave and did private nursing until I was offered 

the post of Deputy Matron at Seton Hall at Berwick.  I did like this 

situation, good mature workers who really knew their work and were most 

committed.  Travelling was an issue (40 miles) but such a happy situation, 

such compassionate workers. 

 At Doxford I remember a teacher resident (from Embleton), such a 

gentleman who had his bag packed every morning ready to go home.  

However, after a cup of tea and chat he would settle until the next day, and 

so on.  Evidently he and his wife (also a teacher) had had elderly parents and 

until they died they could not marry.   

 The older people in Embleton will remember Jackie Humble who held 

the petting stool at all the weddings and received a tip for doing so.  He 

came to Doxford when his people died and the petting stool went missing 

and, you’ve guessed, Jackie had it at Doxford!  Each shift I worked Jackie 

would be waiting for me to hear any news of Embleton.  He was transferred 

to Berwick.  His sister, who lived at Belford, used to visit and keep him right 

and he was scared of Jeanie but she only wanted him to change his shirt, 

etc. as he was not too particular. 

 Winters were difficult, as I remember, and often I would be quite 

alone on my drive to Berwick amidst the snow with only the crows for 
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company and the odd wagon, but by evening the snow ploughs and roadmen 

would have cleared the main roads.   

 We had a nasty accident with my residents at Seton Hall.  Our 

handyman had taken a number of residents to Doxford for a cuppa and the 

bypass at Belford was being constructed and the bus went off the road and 

turned upside down.  Two of our residents were killed and one was poorly for 

a long time.  I was so sorry for our handyman, who was a good driver and, 

poor lad, had been jilted by his girlfriend recently.  However, he was 

transferred to another home and gradually lived a happy life. 

 I left Seton Hall and helped Dr. Johnson to set up the Extra Care at 

Alnwick beside the Oak Inn.  Not so far to travel and a newly built, purpose-

built home, it was very pleasant.  Always something new happening. 

I spent 27 years caring for the elderly and retired at 60 years after 

a very satisfying career. 

A Butt & Benn is Scottish for a room and kitchen hence “Benn the 
Hoose” – to the bedroom and the “Butt” was the living room. 
 
Wildlife                                                                                Jan Ainsley 
      Last time I mentioned that it would be good to hear about interesting local 

sightings of birds and mammals and was very pleased to hear from a reader  that a 

red squirrel had been seen in her garden at the edge of the village, the first one to 

be spotted there for a couple of years.  

     Was anyone lucky enough to see any waxwings over the winter? I certainly wasn’t, 

but a couple of bullfinches visited the garden – not exactly rare birds but unusual 

enough for me.  My other interesting sightings have been small flocks of tree 

sparrows on the seed feeders just outside the garden.  It can be a little tricky to 

tell the difference between a tree sparrow, Passer montanus, and a house sparrow, 

Passer domesticus.  The tree sparrow is much less common in gardens and looks 

slightly brighter, with a chestnut coloured head and a black spot on a white cheek.  

And then there are hedge sparrows, Prunella modularis, which are not sparrows at all, 

but accentors!  Also known as dunnocks, they are quite similar to sparrows but 

slightly smaller and with pointed beaks, which are well suited to picking up the 

insects that are their favourite food.   
 

Anagram, p11- answers 

1.Fox 2.Rabbit 3.Badger 4.Squirrel 5.Owl 6.Hedgehog 7.Fieldmouse 8.Mole 
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   coffee, cake and gorgeous things…….. 

 
 

Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW 
Tel: 01665 571371     www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk 

 

¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster 
 

http://www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk/
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Whinstone times advertising rates 

Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40, full page £80 

Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six 

T. DAWSON Ltd.     
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing 

Inspection & Testing BS2391 
Renewable energy 

BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES 

     Tel: 01665 712799  Mob 07955 911720   
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com 

         

                       
 

 
Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to 

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick 

Tel:   01665 576595 
(dog friendly) 

Open for Lunch and Dinner Sunday Lunch     Varied menu 

Daily specials board Selection of beers, lagers and real ale 

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.  

All proceeds go to Charity 

 

mailto:trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com
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THE GREYS INN 
Embleton 

At the heart of the community 
 Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace 
  Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available.  Pizzas a favourite. 

 

Live sport on TV 
 

Quiz nights last Thursday of every month 

 

Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.  

The Good Beer Guide 2014.                     Open Daily  
01665 576983 for dining room bookings 

                    


