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                           “Top, top bed & breakfast” 

“Best and favouritest B&B stay!” 
“Luxurious yet homely, professional welcoming hosts” 
Don’t take our word for it – we’re rated ‘excellent’ by our 

guests on Trip Advisor 
‘Westmount’ B&B, Station Road, Embleton, NE66 3XJ 

01665 571 275 
www.staynorthumberlandcoast.co.uk 

 

DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ 
(500 yards from the A1) 

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag. 

Mobile log splitting service 
Free range eggs       Home grown vegetables in season 

 
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286) 
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Editorial                                     Jan Ainsley  
Embleton’s housing growth in the last few years could well be hailed by our 

government as an example to the nation; perhaps even more so if Creighton 

Place’s new residents were to mean more “customers” for Vincent Edwards 

School. (See pp8/9 for upbeat news of the school). 

And whilst being upbeat, do we have Robson Green to thank for what seems 

to have been a noticeable increase in visitors to these parts? Huge numbers 

of them bring their dogs and our local leisure-focused businesses like The 

Greys, The Ship, The Joiners and The Blink Bonny are rightly taking 

advantage. All of them welcome well-behaved dogs, as does The 

Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel in one half of its handsome new lounge. Isn’t it 

such a pity, then, that NCC is being urged by some to consider the imposition 

of restrictions upon dogs where they have never applied before? 

Incidentally, our Parish Council does not support these restrictions. 

Talking of the Parish Council…… At their last meeting the decision was made 

to go ahead with preparing a Neighbourhood Plan to cover the next fifteen 

years for which the PC is now looking for volunteers for a Drafting Panel. 

Without a plan who knows what County Councils of the future might try to 

impose on us!  In May, more Parish Councillors could  be needed if, as seems 

likely, some of the current councillors do not  stand for re-election.  If you 

would like to stand for election,  nomination forms  need to be in by the 

beginning of April.   (See pp4/5).    
      As always, many thanks to everyone for their support for the WT. 

 

Please send material for the next edition by    Monday 3rd April to: 

MaryKibble marykibble@talktalk.net,  01665 576608 (articles, stories etc)     

Jan Ainsley jan.ainsley@yahoo.com tel 01665 576019  (advertising)    

Shelagh Coxon tel 01665 576791  ( ‘What’s on’) 

 

Cover picture   Many thanks to Sophie Heslop for her photo of  roe 

deer grazing in a field between Embleton and Craster at the beginning of 

February this year. 
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Community Information 
County and Parish Elections 2017 
     On Thursday May 4th elections will be held to elect a County Councillor to 

represent the Longhoughton Ward (which includes Embleton) at 

Northumberland County Council and to elect ten councillors to serve as  

Embleton Parish Council. 

     A timetable has been established for those wishing to stand for election 

to the Parish Council. On March 20th a Notice of Election will be published 

and this opens the nomination period which will run until 4th April. Blank 

nomination forms will be made available electronically and paper copies will 

be available for collection from County Hall and from a number of 

Information Centres across the County. The purpose of this form is to 

convince the Returning Officer that a person should be allowed to stand for 

election. Completed nomination forms need to be returned by hand, though 

not necessarily by the candidate. Electronic submission is not allowed under 

legislation. It will be necessary to book appointments to return the form and 

at that time it will be checked to ensure it is correctly completed. Each 

form will take about ten minutes to process unless there are major 

irregularities. There will be a number of offices across the County at which 

the service will be available. Details have not yet been released as to the 

location of these offices. Further information regarding the election will be 

issued in February by Northumberland County Council and persons wishing to 

stand for election are urged to watch local notice boards for information 

posted by the Parish Clerk. 

Terry Howells    Chairman Embleton Parish Council 

 

Your Neighbourhood Plan needs You! 
Following the public meeting held on 16th January in the Creighton Hall, 

Embleton Parish Council voted at their meeting on 23rd January to proceed 

with the drafting of a Plan covering Embleton Parish. It was recognised 

however that this could not be carried out without interested parishioners 

making up the majority of the Draft Panel. The Parish Council cannot draft it 

alone. 
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There are currently more than 200 Neighbourhood Plans (NP) in 

force and some 2,000 communities in England are drafting Plans related to 

their area. Like it or not NP’s are here to stay so if you can’t beat them - 

join them !! 

Neighbourhood Planning was introduced in 2011 and is an important 

part of the Government’s commitment to let local people have more say on 

local planning. The Government has confirmed that where a planning 

application conflicts with a NP that has been brought into force, planning 

permission should not normally be granted. 

Plans must be written to cover a period of about fifteen years so we 

are talking about 2017 – 2032. If you have a vision on how Embleton Parish 

should develop - what should go where and when and what it should look like - 

then you should consider joining those drafting the Plan. 

Although Plans are specifically aimed at planning management they 

can cover any matters important to the community. 

The Parish Council is well aware that many parishioners will say that 

drafting a Plan is a waste of time – the County Council will just do what they 

like anyway. This may turn out to be true but this is not the Government’s 

intention and there can be no doubt that having a Plan is better than not 

having one – who knows, in this instance Plans may do the job they are 

intended to. 

The drafting panel should include as wide a cross section of 

parishioners as possible – it is not intended to be an exclusive club of the 

Squire, the Vicar etc. If you are interested in being in at the beginning then 

either e-mail the Parish Clerk at EmbletonPC@hotmail.co.uk  or leave your 

name and contact number at Moody’s shop or contact the Parish Council 

Chairman on 576618. All interested parties will be contacted once an initial 

meeting is arranged. 

Remember that if everybody sits back and leaves it to others there 

will be no Plan for Embleton Parish. 

 

Notes from the Parish Council January 2017 
The Parish Council (PC) noted that the stone for the new bus shelter 

had been removed from the old quarry house to near the shelter, that 

Northumberland County Council (NCC) had issued guidance notes re 
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obstruction of footpaths with notice boards etc, that road safety chevrons 

had been installed near Christon Bank farm and Newton Barns, and that  NCC 

have identified one of the causes of flooding at Christon Bank as being 

displaced joints in the main drain, which is a Northumberland Water 

responsibility. 

Details of the timetable for County and Parish Council elections to be 

held in May were discussed and it was agreed to publicise them in the 

Whinstone Times and Net. Following the public meeting to discuss the 

possibility of writing a Neighbourhood Plan for Embleton Parish the PC 

agreed to proceed subject to sufficient volunteers being forthcoming to 

form a Drafting Panel. Again notices were to be placed in the Whinstone 

Times and Net. 

The PC noted that finally the entrance to the Creighton Place 

development had been padlocked shut. The application for a Community 

Asset Transfer of Embleton quarry from NCC to the PC is being progressed. 

It was noted that the 0.87 acre site containing the old quarry house was up 

for sale with final offers being accepted on February 24th. 

The PC was told that the current contractor maintaining the 

Spitalford cemetery, digging graves etc. had not quoted to continue after 

March 2017 and that a new contractor had been appointed. A discussion was 

held regarding the future of Cemetery house should it become vacant. It 

was agreed that, since it was no longer linked to the maintenance of the 

cemetery, it could be sold on the open market subject to investigations into 

the possibility of providing a car parking area and installing a new septic 

tank. The decision was passed to the Embleton Joint Burial Committee for 

consideration at their next meeting. 

No decision has been reached by NCC Planning as regards the 

application to build 13 new houses in Christon Bank. There have been many 

objections to the scheme and the PC has delayed holding the proposed public 

meeting until more information is available. 

A full copy of the Minutes of the meeting can be read on the 

Embleton web site. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on 27th February at 

7.00 p.m. in the Creighton Hall. 
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Legal Eagle 
Is there a solicitor in the community who would be willing to give occasional 

legal advice to the Parish council? 

Please contact Terry Howells, 01665 576618, if you would be able to help. 

 

NCC report   January 2017 

Prepared by Cllr Kate Cairns 
 

Potholes at Christon Bank 

The  potholes outside the shop and in the middle 

of the junction at Christon Bank have now been 

repaired. 

Dog Control Campaign  Officers are preparing a report on a future dog 

control campaign that will include wider-ranging aspects including a 

responsible dog owner charter.  In May all Parish Councils will be consulted 

on proposals and invited to a campaign launch event in early June ‘17. 

MyStreet Northumberland    A new mobile phone app has been launched to 

make it easier to report issues affecting their local communities. ‘MyStreet 

Northumberland’ can be downloaded and used to access information on a 

number of problems such as anti-social behaviour, noise, litter, dog fouling, 

streetlighting and roads, in all one place. 

Northern Area Committee Meeting 

The next NAC meeting will be held on Monday 13 March 2017, 6pm at 

Hindmarsh Hall, Alnmouth. and includes a public question time. 

The agenda is posted to all parish clerks. 

Planning  Planning criteria is set by central government through the NPPF, 

which directs ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’ in order to 

meet the acknowledged national housing shortage. This means that reasons 

for refusal need to be strong and on planning grounds and to be able to stand 

up to appeal.   

Neighbourhood Development Plans I was heartened to attend the well-

attended public meeting last week on a Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

The recent decision to permit 45 homes in Beadnell solely for owner 

occupation in perpetuity is a unique precedent and possibly an opportunity 
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for other village communities also affected by excessive holiday homes to 

seek an occupation restriction through NDPs.  

Please share your concerns.  

Cllr Cairns is always happy to hear from residents 

kate.cairns@northumberland.gov.uk, or tel 07690 304310 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

A warm welcome to Nicola Threlfall, Vincent Edwards 

Primary School’s new Head Teacher 
 

Nicola Threlfall has recently taken over as the head teacher of Vincent 

Edwards Primary School.  An experienced early years teacher, she has most 

recently been the Early Years Leader at Swansfield Park Primary School in 

Alnwick, responsible for over 80 children aged 2 to 5.  Prior to becoming a 

teacher, Nicola was in the RAF for 20 years, rising to the rank of Squadron 

Leader.  Whilst in the RAF she  served all over the world - from northern 

Norway to the Falkland Islands.   Nicola was educated at Wells Cathedral 

School, in Somerset, where she boarded as her father was in the RAF.  This 

was followed by studying Maths and Psychology at Birmingham 

University.  Nicola is married with 4 children aged 8 to 16, and has lived in 

Longhoughton for most of the last 12 years.  Her husband, Tony, is a youth 

football coach at Newcastle United.  

  

Friends of Embleton Fundraising 
A huge thank you to the Friends of Embleton Primary School in their amazing 

efforts in fundraising during the Autumn Term.  All fundraising helps to 

finance school trips and fund other educational activities for the 

children.  In 2016 the fundraising subsidised the purchase of new rebranded 

school jumpers when we moved from a First school to a Primary school in 

September 2016.  Fundraising activities in the Autumn term included a Film 

afternoon, Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel Coffee Morning, Christmas Coffee 

Morning, Bags to School Sale, Nativity Raffle and a Photo Sale.  An 

mailto:kate.cairns@northumberland.gov.uk
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incredible £1674.80 was raised from these events and so far in 2017  we 

have raised £520.00 from our annual Bingo Night.  Thank you to all families 

and community members for their continued support for the school. 

 

Alnwick Playhouse – Mini Gardens Project 

Following on from all the Mini Gardens work in the Autumn Term our children 

went to Alnwick Playhouse in January to view an exhibition of their work and 

see the short film that was made on the big screen.  

  

Spring Term  
We have a busy Spring Term planned with the new Head Teacher Nicola 

Threlfall.  The staff and pupils would like to wish Nicola a warm 

welcome.  Thank you to Liz Hiroz for her hard work in the Autumn Term we 

wish you luck with your Year 1 class at Holy Trinity First School in 

Berwick.  A few new things to look out for: 

New Baby & Toddler Group 
Our new pre-school baby and toddler group is held in the school hall each 

Monday morning at 9:45am -11:15am.  Please feel free to come along for a 

cuppa with other local Mums whilst your little ones to play.  All welcome.     
After School Clubs. 

The children can now enjoy an after school club every afternoon if they 

choose to.  These are run by Mrs Threlfall & Miss Murray and include 

cookery, bird watching, Lego, art & film club. 
Ash Wednesday Service 

We have an Ash Wednesday Church Service planned on Wednesday    

1st March at 10am in Holy Trinity Church, Embleton.  All welcome.      

Lunch Club 
Each Thursday lunchtime at midday the school runs a lunch club for retired 

members of the local community.  A lunch with dessert costs £4 and the 

school would like to invite any retired members of the local community to 

come and join us.  
Please book a place by calling school on 01665 576612. 
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New Look Website 

We have launched our new website Have a look 
at www.embletonprimaryschool.com 

 

Nature notes 
by Linda Heslop 
     

   Starting on a very positive note…. The birds have begun singing in the 

morning, fairly sporadic at the moment but a thrush was fulsome from the 

top of a tree opposite the Blue Bell on 17th January and the robins continue 

to announce their now confirmed territories.  There has been a lot of 

activity on the bird feeders and visitors have included spotted woodpeckers, 

blue tits, sparrows, chaffinches etc. Wrens, that tiny bird with the 

amazingly loud, descriptive song that far belies its size, have been seen 

hopping in and around various stone walls in the neighbourhood. 

    It would be interesting for those of you who have done the birdwatch to 

send in any unusual sightings. 

    There have been several owls on show and they are to be heard frequently 

just before dawn over the village, their hooting and screeching, depending on 

the variety, is replaced by small flocks of geese noisily conversing while 

flying off to feed and irritate a farmer.  Swans have also been very much in 

evidence.  16 arrived in early December, 10 adults in fine feather and 6 

juveniles who were still rather grey.  There are now 23 swans on fields to 

the west of the Newton ponds, an amazing sight. A flock of over 40 

Lapwings* were performing their noisy acrobatics, flashing white and black 

in the sunshine over the water at Newton and added to that flocks of 

curlew, oyster catchers and several herons; there is much to see.  In the 

evening as dusk is falling many birds return to the ponds and it makes quite a 

spectacle, especially when all 23 swans skid to a splashing halt on the water. 

    There was a fox barking in the village during the night in early January, it 

could be heard at different points as it made its way through the village and 

then back out again, quite eerie. 10 hen pheasants congregate in the dusk on 
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the road to Dunstan Steads, always in the same place, presumably to roost 

together. 

    Moles are on the rampage in a big way, re-designing  the golf course and 

the children’s playground amongst others.  They are solitary creatures and 

only come together to breed. 

    There was a little egret standing in the Embleton Burn on 24th January 

and a swan in the bay.  Deer have been seen frequently crossing the road at 

Dunstan Steads and also in the fields behind Newton. 

    The starlings are still congregating on the wires at the top of Sea Lane 

first thing in the morning and again in the early evening. 

    Some of the gorse is now in full flower and giving off that special honeyed 

scent that it has.  Winter jasmine is flowering and honeysuckle is in bud, 

snowdrops are out and the daffodils are pushing further and further 

towards the sun. 

    On one of the very mild days at the beginning of January midges were 

floating in the sunlight and there were literally hundreds of tiny black 

insects, looking for all the world like sand flies, jumping on the beach by the 

burn, a closer inspection was not deemed useful! 

    On 31st January  there were reports of “a very large reddy-brown”  bird 

of prey  consuming road kill by Little Mill crossing. Did anyone manage to 

take a photo, it would be nice to identify it. Larks were soaring and singing 

against a dramatic bright blue sky the morning of 3rd. February, a certain 

portent of spring. 

There is so much wildlife around Embleton we are very lucky to live here 

* See page 15 for more about Lapwings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Alnwick Pet Care  
Dog Walking and Pet Sitting  

(Fully Insured and CRB Checked)  

 

07542 403 721 
Facebook.com/AlnwickPetCare 
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Parish Room refurbishment nears completion 
 

Celebration!  
 

We are pleased to announce that 

the refurbishment of the Parish 

Room is almost complete.  There is 

a newly fitted kitchen, renewable 

energy heating system, toilet with 

baby changing facility and access 

for the disabled. The only 

remaining requirement is for a 

new carpet in the main room which will be fitted as soon as sufficient funds 

have been raised.  We have been supported by Charitable Trusts and local 

organisations for which we say a huge THANK YOU.  Details of sponsors are 

displayed at the Parish Room. 

     Mandell’s Coffee Pot continues to open on a Monday and Wednesday 

during the winter and Monday to Thursday after Easter and throughout the 

summer.  The newly formed Trinity Tots group are also settled in for 

their regular Thursday afternoon get together. 

     The room provides a homely ambience for small scale meetings, teas and 

celebrations not forgetting the facilities for larger events at the Creighton 

Hall.  Regular updates and times of opening are posted on local noticeboards 

and at the play park.  Our aim is to continue to develop the room as a 

community resource, so do call in anytime for a peek or a cuppa.   

Booking enquiries  
Jean Lawrence 576356 e.mail: jean.lawrence123@icloud.com  

Jan Applegarth 576603 e.mail: jan.41@outlook.com 

 

Embleton Website 
Remember to look at the Embleton website-www.embleton-

northumberland.co.uk – for more community in formation 
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The Confession of Stella Moon 
 

by Shelley Day. Saraband. £8.99. Available from all good bookshops 

including Moody's. 
a book review by James Rose 
The coastline near Embleton is so beautiful it is hard to imagine bad things 

could happen here. Yet Shelley Day describes death, deceit and betrayal 

among the dunes and cliffs just a few minutes' walk from the village 

 In 1979 Stella Moon is released from Holloway prison, having been 

sentenced as a teenager to seven years for killing her mother. Mysteries 

buzz round Stella like dung flies: why did she do it? what is in the letter 

from prison officer Marcia? and what happened to Baby Keating, who went 

missing from the boarding house where Stella lived with her unstable 

mother, taxidermist grandfather, spiritualist grandmother and creepy, 

abusive Frank Fanshaw? 

 Stella is as mercurial in her mood as she is erratic in her behaviour. 

Her crime repels but her vulnerability attracts. Gareth, her ambitious but 

inexperienced and unprofessional probation officer, is reluctantly drawn in, 

as he tries to guide her towards a new life on her return to Newcastle. But 

what she learns and who she meets drag her back to confront her past and 

eventually to the snow-bound Beach Hut on the dunes. As they try to evade 

the press, the story trails of Stella, Gareth and Frank converge and what 

happened in the Newcastle boarding house, in the Beach Hut and on the 

cliffs above Saddle Rock all those years ago are slowly and dramatically 

revealed. 

 The Confession is a well-wrought, atmospheric book that deals with 

adult themes. Its conclusion is satisfying and optimistic; as entertaining for 

a holiday read as for an Embleton resident 

For sale 
Two cane conservatory armchairs, with cushions.   Any reasonable offer 

accepted!   Tel 01665 576019 
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Marie Curie 
Alnwick Great Daffodil Appeal 

2017 

 
 

   
                           
               Alnwick Street Collection 

is taking place on 

Sat 4th March 
And 

aƻǊǇŜǘƘ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
is taking place between 

Fri 10th, Sat 11th and Sun 12th March 
We will be collecting on all of these days between 10am and 4pm with 

daffodils 
If you can spare a one off hour or two to collect, why not register to take 
part? Simply choose a time slot to best suit you by going to the Marie 
Curie website or text Katie on 07810417863 for more information. 
You will have loads of fun collecting and will be provided with a tabard, tin, 
hat and daffodils! 

Every Daffodil Counts. 
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The Women’s Club 

by  Mary Kibble 

 Having penned a hopeful request for new members in the last edition, 

I am delighted to report that several new ladies have joined us. 

 Most came for a free taster in January and decided they would like 

to return, whilst a couple more came along in February and we hope they will 

continue to join us each month. 

 We now meet in the Parish Church Room, having outgrown our original 

home, the Women’s Room in the Creighton Hall but there is always space for 

more.  So come and join us ladies – you will always find a warm welcome. 
 

Lapwings 
by Jan Ainsley 
 

  The lapwing, Vanellus vanellus is a pigeon sized wader also known as the 

Peewit or the Green Plover, with dark back 

and throat, white cheeks and breast and a 

prominent crest. The  dark feathers  on the 

back and throat appear to be black, but are 

actually iridescent green and purple.   

Lapwings feed on worms and insects and can 

be seen  on farmland throughout the 

country especially in northern England, the 

Borders and eastern Scotland. In the 

breeding season they favour fields of spring 

sown cereals, root crops, and permanent pasture. In winter they flock on 

pasture and ploughed fields but the highest numbers are found on the 

Somerset Levels, Humber and Ribble estuaries, Breydon Water the Wash 

and Morecambe Bay.  

Over the last decade the  numbers of lapwings has declined by about 50% 

and it is now included species on the Red List of endangered species 
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Addendum to the Petting Stool story                     
Margaret & Frank Suffield with the 

petting stool at their wedding in 1966 
During the 1960s and until he left 

the village, the “keeper of the stool” was 

Jackie Humble, physically a friendly, fully 

grown man who had outgrown his non-

physical attributes. He spent his later 

years in Doxford Hall, then an old people’s 

home, and finally in a similar home in 

Berwick, and he evidently took the petting 

stool with him. One assumes that his sister, 

who kept an eye on him during her weekly 

visits, must have returned the stool to the 

village after his death. 

These things, considered not important at the time, will soon be 

forgotten, and the village as it was, with its customs, pastimes, peculiarities 

and its “funny people and ways” will disappear and be lost. 

Perhaps the Whinstone Times may become the recipient of, and 

keeper of, village memories to augment those (such as extracts from the 

‘Old School’ Log Book in the 19th and 20th centuries) deposited with the 

Northumberland Archives by the Embleton Local History Society after its 

closure. 

 

Sybil & Dennis Dawson jumping the 
petting stool at Holy Trinity Church Embleton 
on September 3rd 1955. 
 The vicar was the Rev. Peter Karney.  Bob 

Armstrong (Co-op) butcher was at one end of the 

stool and Douglas Grey, a local Embleton lad, was 

on the other end. 

 My daughter also jumped the stool at 

Embleton Church on April 4th 1981.  Fred 

Stephenson had the stool for her. 

 Happy memories – S. Dawson 
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Old village customs 
by Margaret Watchorn 

It’s great to have a picture of the petting stool in use; village customs like 

this (and the ‘hoy-oots’ of coins that I remember as a child) can easily die 

out.  Can anyone remember the Harmonica Pirates Band and concert party 

(c. 1936-1939)        
 
     Berwick Advertiser 21 April 1938  

 

Unfor

tunate

ly I 

don’t 

have a 

photo 

of the 

Harmo

nica 

Pirate

s, only 

some 

press 

cuttin

gs, 

but 

here 

are 

couple 

of 

these 

in the 

hope 

they 

might unearth more information. I wonder if there’s anyone in  the village 



18 

 

who has a picture? The group was evidently short lived but seemed to 

entertain regularly and often around the district. I recognise several of the 

names mentioned. 
 

Harmonica bands came to 

prominence in the 1930s in the 

UK.   Hohner  promoted 

harmonicas  as an excellent 

and cheap way of teaching 

children music and sent 

teachers into schools to 

demonstrate the instruments 

and, no doubt, encourage sales!  
                                                    Alnwick Mercury 23 June 1939 

 

Maybe there are other customs, groups or events that older residents recall 

that would be an interesting focus for future material? For example, Charlie 

Varnham used to talk of always having a new shirt for Trinity Feast! Does 

anyone else have memories of the Feast as it used to be, with a brass band 

procession?   

 

Embleton Carpet Bowls 

  

by John F. Wallis 
  

  The year 2017 has started well as we beat Longhoughton by 52 shots to 30 

and then Shilbottle were beaten 50 shots to 47.  However, then a slight 

hiccup, for St. Michael’s (Alnwick) beat us by 43 shots to 34. 

 Congratulations to Bill McDonald who became our Singles Champion 

by beating Brenda Robson in the final. 

 Congratulations also to Winnie Banks and Alex Hay who won the Pairs 

competition, beating Dawn McDonald and Steven Reeves in the final. 

 Looking forward to the next set of matches. 
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What’s On in March 

 
Wednesday 1st Mothers’ Union  - Ash Wednesday service. 

Thursday 2nd Craster W.I. - Talk by Mrs Green from Proof of the 

 Pudding. Comp - 4 pieces of homemade fudge.  7.15 Memorial Hall. 
Friday 3rd Strictly Vintage Evening Newton Hall 6.30 p.m. Fashion Show  

 of vintage wedding and evening gowns from 1880 - 1980. Tickets  

 £30 include canapes, prosecco followed by a 2 course dinner.  

 Profits to be shared between Newton Church and the Children’s  

 Liver Disease Foundation. For info and tickets contact Freda Crew  

01665 576550 or Gaby Sutton 01434 602021. 

Saturday 4th Everyone is welcome to join Craster W.I’s Great British  

 Spring Clean. Please meet at Craster Memorial Hall at 10.30 a.m.  

 We shall go and pick litter for about an hour and then return to  

 the hall for tea and cake. Disposable gloves and bags will be  

 provided. All information from Marion Gallon 576305. 

Sunday 5th Howick Film Night at Howick Village Hall.  Contact John Roper  

 on 576413 for details. 

Tuesday 7th Women’s Club – Talk by Richard Hall, Alnwick Lions Club. 

 2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room. 

Wednesday 8th Mothers Union -  ‘My Pilgimage to Assissi Revd. Jane  

 Scott. 2.00 p.m. Parish Room. 

Monday 13th Embleton Flower Club - Demonstration by Sandra Dickinson – 

 “Spring has sprung the grass is ris ……..” 7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall. 

Members free, Visitors £5. 

Tuesday 14th Embleton W.I. – 2.00 p.m. Parish Room. Speaker-Susan 

Green from Proof of the Pudding.  Visitors welcome. 

Monday 20th Craster Local History Soc. - ‘Northumbrian Identity’  

 (language, music and dance) by Kim Bibby-Wilson 7.00 p.m. Craster  

 Memorial Hall. 
Wednesday 22nd North Sunderland Local History Soc. – Phil Rowett –  

 “The Secret Army of Northumberland”.  7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s  

 Church Hall. 
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What’s On in April 
 

 

Tuesday 4th Women’s Club – DVD of Highgrove Gardens to be shown by Joan  

 Little.  2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room. 

Tuesday 4th Craster W.I.’s Bunny Beetle Drive in Craster Memorial Hall  

 1.30 p.m. Tickets £3.50 to include tea and a piece of cake. All  

 welcome, tickets and info from Marion Gallon 576305. 
Thursday 6th Blue Bag Collection for Embleton School 9.00 a.m.  Clothing, 

shoes, bags and soft toys most welcome. Remember- No bedding,  

towels, curtains or duvets. Bags available from Embleton School or  

black bags can be used. 

Thursday 6th Craster W.I. - Family placement/ adoption. Speaker  

 Caroline Matthews. Comp – cuddly toy.  7.15 p.m. Memorial Hall. 

Monday 10th Embleton Flower Club - Demo/practical from Fern Event 

Florists 7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall.  Members free, visitors £5. 

Tuesday 11th Embleton W.I. - ‘My Visit to Russia’ by Mrs Fiona Craster.

 Comp - letter ‘D’.  2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room/ 

Wednesday 12th Mothers’ Union members’ afternoon.  2.00 p.m. Parish  

 Church Room. 

Saturday 22nd Embleton Guides Easter Bingo Eyes down 7.30p.m.  

 Creighton Hall.  All donations to Monica Cornall 576890. 

Sunday 23rd Howick Film Night at Howick Village Hall.  Contact John Roper  

 on 576413 for details. 

Monday 24th Craster Local History Soc. -  “Hidden in the Landscape-the  

 Saxon Churches of North Northumberland”. By Phil Rowett.  7.00  

 p.m. Memorial Hall. 

Wednesday 26th North Sunderland Local History Soc. - Barry Mead -  

 "Rescued From The Sea British Archaeology At Its Finest". 

 7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s church Hall. 

 

100 Club 
This year’s first draw will be in March 
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Whinstone Times advertising rates 
Small box £15, medium box £30, 

 large box £40, full page £80 

Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six+ 

 

 
 

A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.  
We take the strain and give you peace of mind. 

To see our range of services go to: 
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk 

 Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or 
phone 01665 571 275 

Jane and Jude would love to hear from you! 
 

Stephen Knowles 
                             Heating & Plumbing Engineers 

Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances. 
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken.   Natural/Lpg gas. 

Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank 
Telephone 01665 576855  Mobile 07866 013977 

stevieknowles666@gmail.com                        Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536 
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Useful Telephone Numbers 
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard 999 

Police (non-emergency) 101 

Childline 0800 1111                                                     

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111                                        

NHS non-emergency care 111 

Northumberland C. C. County Hall-   local area 

                                                    -general matters 

01665 600733 

0345 6006400 

Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 0344 811 8111 

Samaritans 0845 790 9090 

Silverline (advice for older people) 0800 470 8090                 

Traveline 0871  200 2233 

C.A.B.  Northumberland 

Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

0344 4111 1444 

 

 

 
   coffee, cake and gorgeous thingséé.. 

 
 

Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW 
Tel: 01665 571371     www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk 

 
¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster 
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to 

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick 

Tel:   01665 576595 
(dog friendly) 

 

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.  

All proceeds go to Charity 

 

T. DAWSON Ltd.     
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing 

Inspection & Testing BS2391 
Renewable energy 

BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES 

     Tel: 01670 761921  Mob 07955 911720   
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com 
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THE GREYS INN 
Embleton 

At the heart of the community 
 Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace 
  Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available.  Pizzas a favourite. 

 

Live sport on TV 
 

Quiz nights last Thursday of every month 

 

Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.  

The Good Beer Guide 2017.                     Open Daily  
01665 576983 for dining room bookings 

                    


