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May - June 2015

Edition No. 37

Craster Tower, Craster
NE66 3SS
Telephone: 01665 571 240
(Free Wi-Fi available)

Serving morning coffee, afternoon teas with local home bake cakes &
tray bakes provided by The Pottergate Pantry, Alnwick.
Walkers & cyclists welcome to rest awhile beside the cosy log burner,
or outside seating for sunny days.
Offering a good selection of alpines, perennials, shrubs, roses &
spring bedding plants.
Hanging baskets & containers filled to order.
Compost, bark chips, topsoil and manure.
A selection of garden accessories available in “The Potting Shed”.
Gifts & greeting cards.

Dunstanburgh Castle
Golf Course
1st May until 27th September the clubhouse will be open
every day from 8am till late

Food served 8am to 8pm
Fully licensed bar
Freshly Ground Coffee, Lattes and Cappuccinos
Free Wi-Fi
Everyone welcome
Twilight golf rates – from 4pm only £15
Telephone 01665 576562 for more information
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Editorial

Mary Kibble

In the last edition Jan mentioned our annual plant sale. The date is
now confirmed as Monday 25th May (Bank Holiday Monday) from 10.00 a.m. –
12 noon. This year the plants will be for sale on the village green but
Mandell’s Coffee Pot has kindly agreed that we can have a cake stall, bric-abrac table and hold the raffle in the Parish Church Room, where they will be
pleased to serve refreshments. Admission will be free. As always if you
have any spare plants or seedlings please bring them along on the day and
donations of cakes to sell are always appreciated. We hope to see as many
of you as possible on the day.
Please e-mail material for the next edition by Monday 8th June to:
whintimes@yahoo.co.uk or call:-0
Articles, Stories etc. - Mary Kibble 576608 Advertising - Jan Ainsley
576019. ‘What’s On’ & ‘Sales & Wants’ - Shelagh Coxon 576791

Useful Telephone Numbers + new

number for NCC County Hall

Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline

999
101
0800 1111

Crimestoppers
NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland County Council County Hall
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans

0800 555 111
111
01665 600733
0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090

Silverline (advice for older people)
Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland
Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

0800 470 8090
0871 200 2233
08444 111

Front cover
The photograph on the cover is with the kind permission of Jean Lawrence
and features her granddaughter enjoying herself on our wonderful beach.
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What’s On in May
Saturday 2nd Coffee Morning in the Parish Church Room from 10.00 a.m.
Produce stall and raffle. Proceeds towards the cost of flowers for
the August Festival of Craft, Flowers and Music.
Sat, Sun, Mon 2nd, 3rd, 4th Craster Art Club – Spring Exhibition.
10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. each day in HOWICK VILLAGE HALL.
Refreshments available.
Tuesday 5th Women’s Club – Talk on the work of the North East Air
Ambulance service. 2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Thursday 7th Craster W.I. – education outing to be arranged.
Friday 8th Fund-raising concert in aid of Alexa’s Animals & Seahouses
Cancer Care. Performances by Seahouses Village Voices presenting
Songs from the Shows, along with Seahouses Middle School Steel
Band and Phillip Harratt. 7.00 p.m. Creighton Hall, Embleton.
Tickets £4 at door.
Monday 11th Embleton Flower Club – demonstration by Jane Dolman “A
Vintage Countryside Spring”. Visitors £5, members free. 7.30 p.m.
Creighton Hall.
Monday 11th Blink Bonny – Quiz Night 8.00 p.m.
Tuesday 12th Embleton W.I. – Talk by Ms. Foulden of The Wool Room,
Morpeth. Comp – home-made article of wool fabric. 2.00 p.m.
Creighton Hall.
Wednesday 13th Mothers’ Union – “The Alnwick Food Bank” by Bryony
Stimpson. 2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room.
Monday 18th Craster Local History Soc. – ‘Famous People who made the
North East Great’ by Geoff Huges. 7.00 p.m. Craster Memorial Hall.
Tuesday 19th Charity lunch in aid of Hospice Care North Northumberland.
“Wish You Were Here” – a history wardrobe of bathing suit
costumes through the ages. 1.30 p.m. at Felton Village Hall. For
details and tickets (£12.50) ring 01665 576019.
Monday 25th Whinstone Times Plant Sale. Plants on the village green, raffle,
cakes, bric-a-brac and refreshments in the Parish Church Room.
10.00 a.m. – 12 noon. Admission free.
Wednesday 27th North Sunderland Local History Soc. – “The Regeneration
of Cragside” with Andrew Sawyer.
4

Sunday 31st Trinity Feast in the Creighton Hall at noon. Tickets from
Lizzie Harratt on 576660.

What’s On in June
Tuesday 2nd Women’s Club – Talk by Janet Purvis on the Life & Work of
A Shepherd. 2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Thursday 4th Craster W.I. – ‘Blues Music’ by Stuart Walton. 7.15 p.m.
Craster Memorial Hall.
Monday 8th Embleton W.I. – Joint outing with the Flower Club to Mill
Pond Flower Farm, Foulden. Details in June Net.
Monday 8th Blink Bonny – Quiz Night 8.00 p.m.
Tuesday 9th Embleton W.I. - Business Meeting @ 23 Woodstead. Comp –
a single bloom.
Wednesday 10th Mothers’ Union – Wave of Prayer service at St. Peter’s
Church, Craster.
Sat & Sun 27th & 28th Open garden weekend at Fallodon Hall. All welcome –
children, friendly dogs... 2.00 - 4.30. Large gardens to walk through
and stable yard to sit in - with famous home-made teas. £4
entrance, children free. National Garden Scheme fund raising on Sat
for MacMillan etc. and Red Cross on Sunday.
Monday 29th Creighton Hall AGM. 7.30 p.m. All welcome.

Creighton Hall – Rest Centre
The Creighton Hall Committee has agreed for the hall to be used as a
rest centre in times of civil emergencies.
In the case of an emergency requiring evacuation of their homes,
residents will be advised to go to the Creighton Hall as the nearest place of
safety. The Fire & Rescue Service, in conjunction with other agencies, will
provide everything necessary for people’s comfort and well-being during the
evacuation, as well as counselling and other assistance as required.

Blue Bag Collection

Jan Applegarth

The Blue Bag collection in aid of the Mandell’s coffee Pot raised
£120. Thanks to Shelagh Coxon for organising it and to all who contributed.
Blink Bonny – The Country & Western night on 4th April raised £1500 for
the Alnwick branch of
Northumberland Hospice.
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Notes from the Parish Council

February & March 2015

At the February meeting the new Parish Clerk was introduced to the
Parish Council (PC) and was expected to take over duties in March. He had
previously been appointed Parish Clerk to Craster and Clerk to the Burial
Committee. Unfortunately, due to a procedural matter which arose at the
Craster PC meeting, he felt forced to resign as their Clerk and as a result
considered that he could not take up the other two posts. A small task
group with members from Embleton and Craster PCs has been set up to
interview candidates for the three positions and it is hoped to have a new
Clerk in office during April.
Our County Councillor gave a report which included information on
the Northumberland County Council (NCC) project ‘Eyes are Watching You’
to deal with dog fouling. The AONB have declined to participate as they are
opposed to additional signage in villages. The PC agreed to support the issue
although they were also opposed to additional signs in the parish.
The PC was told that work on the bathroom at Cemetery House had
been completed and that a new tenancy agreement was in place. The three
PCs represented on the Burial Committee are working together to establish
new Terms of Reference and Standing Orders for the Committee. It was
agreed to send copies of the proposals from Embleton to both Craster and
Newton PCs.
At the February meeting the PC agreed to accept and adopt the new
Standing Orders presented at the previous meeting.
The PC was told of the school re-organisation meeting held earlier in
the month and after some discussion agreed to send a letter to the Board of
Governors and the Chair of Governors Policy Board at NCC supporting the
status quo.
The PC discussed a request from the PCC (representing the Parish
Church Room) for financial support in refurbishing the toilet facility. Since
this toilet is open to the public the PC felt this was a worthy cause and
agreed to donate £1500 provided an agreement that gave some permanence
to the continued public use of the toilet was provided.
Details of the proposed changes to the manner in which planning
applications are dealt with by NCC had been received. The PC was opposed
to these in that it was felt that they removed what little influence the PC
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currently had on decisions. The Clerk was asked to send a response to NCC.
At the March meeting it was agreed to ask our County Councillor to vote
against the proposed changes but unfortunately she will not be at the
meeting.
The PC had responded to the latest draft Core Strategy from NCC.
The responsibilities of the PC as regards to Health and Safety issues
for both the assets which it directly controls, and those that are leased out,
was discussed and it was agreed to consult Community Action
Northumberland for advice.
The next PC meeting will be held on April 20 th at 7.30 in the
Creighton Hall.

Village Agents
Community Action Northumberland (CAN) plan to launch a Village
Agents Pilot Project in April. This is an exciting, innovative response to a
recognised need that many people living in rural communities are unable to
connect with key services that help maintain their well-being.
Village Agents will support people living in the rural areas of North
Northumberland bridging the gap between the local community and statutory
or voluntary organisations, and are able to offer help and/or support.
The scheme works because Agents live close to the communities in
which they work. Consequently, they know the villages and their people well.
Agents provide an overview of services available in the county and
offer help to access them. They also help in a myriad of other ways,
enabling people to stay independent for longer.
CAN are looking for a team of 4 volunteers to be recruited locally
and to receive ongoing training.
An informal event is being held at the Berwick Voluntary Centre, 5
Tweed Street Berwick TD15 1NG on Tuesday 28 th April 10 – 12 noon and
further information can be obtained from Christine Nicholls on 01290
304141 or via christinenicholls@ca-north.org.uk

100 Club
March £40 Linda Dixon No. 101
April £40 Shelagh Coxon No. 13

£20 Brenda Robson No. 99.
£20 N.P. Humble No. 118
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Little egrets and other exciting sightings

Jan Ainsley

We were delighted to receive this report from Peter and Anne
Brown of Shirewater

‘Receiving our latest Whinstone Times reminded me that I meant to drop you
a line after the last one. We do have deer in the garden (usually in threes,
though not so often since Skye) but more excitingly, we have some great
bird sightings. Lucky enough to have the burn widening in our garden, a
regular group (‘paddling’) of teal (6) have joined our resident mallards (a
‘raft’?) and moorhens, but throughout November, December and January we
had regular visits from a little egret. It was extraordinary to watch this
exotic white bird fishing under the watchful eye of Horace our heron - beak
very much out of joint! On RSPB Garden Watch Day we had lots of tree
sparrows (few house sparrows down here) and a wonderful flock of lively
long-tailed tits, but, to our amazement and right on cue, a dumpy little
smudgy black, white and brown bird spent half an hour diving in the water: a
red-necked grebe (identified after detailed research, never having seen one
before). We are hoping this is a first for the RSPB! And we’ve never seen it
since. Spring update - No more exotic birds but the teal are still with us and
a red squirrel has been seen several times.’
About the same time, I saw what I thought was a little egret on the
burn at the golf course but couldn’t be sure and doubted my eyes as I was
completely unaware that they had reached Northumberland. Visiting Google,
I learned that in the 1980s the little egret, a small white heron with black
legs, yellow feet and a black bill, was a rare visitor to the UK, but since then
it has become increasingly common on the south coast of England and has
gradually spread north. It bred in Britain for the first time on Brownsea
Island in Dorset in 1996 and in Berkshire in 2007. In 2014 a pair
successfully reared two chicks in Northumberland at Druridge Pools. It is
thought that there are currently about 700 nesting pairs in the UK.
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DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ
(500 yards from the A1)

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Free range eggs
Home grown vegetables in season
Hanging baskets from May
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)

Second home not living up to the dream;
too much hassle on a Friday night; not visiting as
often as you thought?
OR, you've not found the comprehensive solution
to the care of your holiday-let

Second Home From Home will take the strain
and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
and get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk
or 01665 571 275

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing
Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/Lpg gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com
Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536
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School News
World Book Day
Thursday 5th March was World
Book Day. This annual event is a
celebration of authors, illustrators,
books and reading. Our children
were asked to come to school
dressed as their favourite book
character to take part in the World
Book Day activities. As you can see our children all made a terrific effort in
dressing up and we had many recognisable characters including Where's
Wally (Grace Davison, Max Butler & Miss Mitchell) and the Gruffalo (Lloyd
Young, Meriel Purkins & Charlie Smith).
Comic Relief
Every two years the UK raises money through Red Nose Day to help people
living tough lives across the UK and Africa. 2015 Red Nose Day took place
on Friday 13th March and to take part our children came to school dressed
in red for the day. Thank you to all parents that gave a voluntary donation
towards the cause. We are pleased to say that we raised £30.65 for the
fund and this has contributed to the whopping £78m raised in the UK so far.
Easter Celebrations

On Tuesday 24th March we celebrated Easter with a range of school
activities. These activities included an Easter bonnet & decorated egg
competition, Easter bonnet village parade, church service and an Easter
fair. As you can see every child made a fantastic effort in making an Easter
bonnet and decorating an egg and these were all judged by our Chair of
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Governors Margaret Brooks, with prizes for the best ones in each class. A
huge thank you to all the parents, families, school governors, community
members and staff that kindly donated prizes, books, toys, cakes and
refreshments towards our Easter fair and for helping to fund raise a
massive £296 for our school. It is very much appreciated.
For more pictures of our events please have a look at our website on
www.embletonfirstschool.com.

Holy Trinity Flower & Craft Festival 2015
This year’s Flower & Craft Festival will be held
in Holy Trinity Church, Embleton on Saturday and
Sunday 22nd and 23rd August and may possibly be
extended to Monday 24th.
The theme for the year will be Our Community
and there will be a display of our local organisations as well as floral displays
depicting various scenarios.
As always exhibits are invited, to include hobbies, arts and crafts,
locally grown produce, knitting, needlework etc. Attractions will include a
variety of musical interludes.
Refreshments and some items for sale will be available in the Parish
Church Room on both days.
A coffee morning to raise funds for the flowers will be held on
Saturday 2nd May in the Parish Church Room and the annual quiz, which is
now on sale at the Embleton Post Office, will also be available.
For further details please contact Rosalind Malthouse on 576599.

Fibre Broadband
Fibre broadband is now available in Embleton but don’t forget that to
take advantage of the faster speeds you will need to contact your service
provider to upgrade your current package. For further information visit
www.inorthumberland.org.uk email info@inorthumberland.org.uk or contact
John Cooper via 01670 623415.
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Sammy

– a true story Part 3 Written for children by Barbara Cato

Next morning, the Battalion got up from the wet field, where they
had spent a very uncomfortable and mostly sleepless night of yet more rain.
In places the water was up to their knees and so Sammy had to be carried
tucked inside the tunic of one of the soldiers. Lieutenant Bunbury shared
his last bar of soggy wet chocolate with Sammy and then he was so tired he
fell asleep standing up. The soldiers marched on until they came to the
village of Wieltje (say Veel-ch) which was in total ruins, with dead farm
animals lying in the fields, and not a person in sight.
Shells that the soldiers called ‘Jack Johnson’s’ came overhead and
they made the sound of an express train. Also there were shrapnel shells
that break into many sharp pieces of hot metal and cause awful injuries.
This was the soldiers’ first Sunday on the battlefield and the previous
Sunday at home in England seemed another world away. The Battalion spent
the night in trenches in front of the village of Wieltje. It was their first
night in the trenches and a good thing that no one knew the war would last
another three and a half years.
The next day was Monday, April 26 th and would be a day to
remember. The soldiers moved up to join the rest of the Battalion and
everyone, including Sammy, noticed that the shelling was heavier than usual
and that every type of shell was being used by the enemy artillery. Then
enemy aircraft came over to direct the German guns to fire more accurately
on the soldiers. The enemy aircraft then fired all along the trenches with
their guns and everyone lay down flat. Sammy was pulled up close to a
soldier for safety. The little dog must have been amazed at the change in
his life but he was happy to be with the soldiers. Thunderous explosions
rocked the ground and part of the trench wall fell in. With his very
sensitive nose Sammy was quick to check that no one had been buried by the
soil. The shelling lasted all morning.
Suddenly, the Battalion was given the order to attack and they
discovered they were attacking the German lines near the village of St.
Julien. The time was 2.05 pm. The soldiers rapidly climbed the ladders out
of their own trenches, passed through their own barbed wire defences, and
then ran forward for a mile across open land. Lieutenant Bunbury said he
ran and hoped his soldiers would follow him and, to his relief, they did,
12

despite being fired upon all of the time by shells, machine guns and then
rifles.
Sammy followed also with his tiny thin legs running as fast as he could
despite the bullets and shrapnel that hailed down on the men and the dog.
Lieut. Bunbury said it was like going through a swarm of bees. Soldiers were
falling on either side of him; some were dead and others were injured. The
wounded had to lie on the ground, where they fell, until stretcher-bearers
came up and put them on a wooden stretcher and took them to a field
dressing station. The worst part of all was crossing the St. Julien road,
which was raked with fire from every type of gun. It was here that their
most senior officer, Brigadier-General James Riddell was shot by a bullet
from a rifle and killed. Orders were useless because no one could hear over
the din of battle, and the sinister tak-tak-tak sound of machine guns, so
information was passed from man to man. An officer bringing orders was
wounded and the message did not arrive. The ground that the soldiers were
running across was ploughed up with shell holes.
Soldiers from different Battalions became mixed up in the chaos and
Lieut. Bunbury found a wounded soldier from a Battalion of Seaforth
Highlanders and he gave him a drink of water from the flask he had
fastened to his belt. The Seaforth Highlander gave Lieut. Bunbury his rifle
and bayonet because he had only a revolver, which was the usual weapon for
an officer in 1915.
By evening, the soldiers had reached the front trench and were
amazed that anyone had survived. They looked round to see who had
survived, and only Sammy with his short tail wagging to say, ‘I am here’
brought a smile to their tired faces. Lieut. Bunbury pulled a soggy wet
marmalade sandwich from his uniform and as he ate it he realised how
hungry he was because there had been no time for food that day. Some
wounded German soldiers surrendered. There was some firing all night.
This is what Lieut. Bunbury wrote later in his diary:
‘Sammy our Regimental pet dog, went right through the day with us,
and although once blown several feet into the air by the concussion of a
shell, was none the worse for his experiences.’
There had been too many casualties for the attack on St. Julien to
continue the next day, and the soldiers were told to retire back over that
13

ground they had endured so much to cross the previous day. Before doing so
they searched for any wounded men who had been left out all night, and then
sadly they buried their dead.

To be continued …..

Howick Village Hall Film Club

John Roper

We run our film club from the beautiful old village hall in Howick
Village. In November 2013 a brand new audio visual system was installed with
ceiling mounted projector, a very large (3 metre wide) screen and full
surround sound. Film nights are held roughly every 3 weeks and alternate
between Friday and Sunday evenings. There is no need to book in advance.
New members are always made very welcome (and there is no joining fee!)
We have a ‘cabaret style’ table layout so you can sit with your
friends and you are welcome to bring your own drinks along. The tables are
decorated with tea lights and during the winter we have a real log fire on
the go. There is not an admission charge but we do appreciate small
donations to cover our costs e.g. hire of the hall, film license.
Films shown to date have included;- The Help, Cinema Paradiso, Life
is Beautiful (La Vita Y Bella), Legally Blond, Dead Poets Society, Brassed
Off, Waking Ned, Citizen Kane, Scent of a Woman, The Kings Speech and On
the Waterfront.
Film nights for late April, May and June are as follows: Sunday 26 th
April 6.00 p.m.; Friday 15th May 7.15 p.m.; Sunday 6th June 6.00 p.m.
Licencing laws prohibit the advance naming of films in publicity
adverts but if you would like to be added to our circulation list for details of
forthcoming films please call John Roper on 01665-576413 or email
johnroper1@btinternet.com

Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F Wallis

Once again this report shows the club has lost more matches than it
won. February saw us losing away to Rennington in an exciting finish when we
lost by 41 shots to 40. We then lost to Glanton away by 51 shots to 44, but
did manage a win at home against St. Michael’s by 46 shots to 43.
March started off with a win at home against Newton-on-the-Moor,
winning by 51 shots to 38. We may have continued the winning streak when
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we were due to play Warkworth, but unfortunately they were unable to raise
a team and the match was cancelled. The disappointment of perhaps possibly
winning against Warkworth may have had an effect on the result of the
following matches when we were beaten away by Denwick 47 shots to 27,
beaten at home by Lesbury 60 shots to 34, and again beaten at home by St.
James (Ladies) 53 shots to 36.
Will we come good when we play our last fixture in April? Watch
this space …
Throughout the last two months we have held two internal
competitions. The Triples Team of Alex Hay, Judith Hazelhurst and Eddie
Williams winning the Charlton Salver and the Rinks Team of Kaye Morse, Bill
McDonald, Brenda Robson and Alex Hay winning the Ken Robson Memorial
Shield – well played you people.

Did You Know …….
That the Embleton website is the fastest way of communicating
information such as forthcoming events? The Net and Whinstone Times have
printing deadlines, so information received after the deadline cannot be
published. However, if you have an event in the near future that needs
urgent publicity simply contact marykibble@talktalk.net or call on 01665
576608 and your event can be published online within 24 hours.
Regular and less urgent information will be updated to the site at the
end of each month and in March another publication was added – the History
of the Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club.
The Accommodation section in the Visitor Information page is
expanding as people with holiday lets are beginning to advertise online. Why
not join them if you have a cottage to let? If you don’t want to deal with
enquiries yourself just give the contact details of the holiday agency you
usually deal with.
If you can think of any facilities/amenities or general information
that could be included, either for residents or visitors, please let me know.
www.embleton–northumberland.co.uk is your website. Allow it to work for
you. It will cost you nothing to advertise or contribute so why not use it?
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A Medieval Political Thriller

by Terry Howells

Part 2

The true story of Merton College, kings, popes, earls and Embleton Church
All went well for the next twenty years until the position again became
vacant in 1307 when Thomas, the then Earl of Lancaster and son of Edmund, claimed
the advowson belonged to him and presented the living to his candidate. As might be
expected Merton College refused to acquiesce in this presentation and thus became
involved in a prolonged and arduous struggle with one of the most powerful men in the
land. The college sent a representative to the subsequent enquiry held in Rothbury
before a jury of Northumberland clergy. The clergy, overawed by the Earl and his
bailiff, overlooked the fact that Merton had presented the last two incumbents and
found in favour of the Earl. His candidate was admitted to the living. Although the
living belonged to the College, the Warden did not dare to present a candidate
through fear of the Earl and his bailiff.
The new rector, Peter de Dene, was clearly a man of ambition and quickly
also became the rector of Elmley (near York), a position he let out, being nonresident for three years. Despite various accusations from jealous rivals and being
investigated for holding two livings at the same time, his friendship with Earl Thomas
enabled him to repel these attacks. He showed his gratitude to his patron by making
him a present of two cart horses to assist in the building of the Earl’s fortress at
Dunstanburgh.
Peter resigned around 1321 but, during his occupation of the Embleton living,
legal proceedings had been progressing with regard to the advowson. Earl Thomas
had ‘requested’ that the Bishop of Durham check his records to establish if the
Merton College candidate had been correctly presented in 1279. The Bishop alleged,
in answer to the Earl’s request, that he could find no trace of this presentation. The
Earl was thus able to claim the advowson and procured the admission of his clerk,
Gilbert de Halughton, to the vacant living. Earl Thomas was beheaded in 1322 outside
his own castle at Pontefract after the royal victory at the battle of Boroughbridge.
After Thomas’s execution Merton College brought an action in Common
Pleas for the recovery of the advowson in which they were successful. Edward III
issued a writ to the Bishop of Durham ordering him to admit to the living the
candidate presented by the Warden of Merton College. There was a sting in the tail
however in that the writ was only valid pending a claim to the advowson by the King
himself. He based this on the fact that Edmund had given the advowson to Merton
College without royal license. The living was sequestrated and the college was not
pardoned until a fine of two marks (£1 6s 8d) had been paid, the King at the same
time reserving to himself the presentation immediately following. This dispute took
so long to resolve that Gilbert remained in office for at least five years until forced
to resign.
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The King now exercised his new right and presented his own candidate, Thomas
de Bamburgh, in 1328. While Thomas was in office Merton College took the
opportunity to obtain Papal confirmation of their right to the next and succeeding
presentations. Edward III wrote to Pope John XXII on behalf of the College, as did
the University of Oxford. The Archbishop of Canterbury wrote to the Papal ViceChancellor to explain that the Bishop of Durham refused to sanction the
appropriation of Embleton church to Merton College until Papal authority had been
obtained. Pope John XXII accordingly wrote from Avignon in 1331 giving the
required sanction. In the following year the Bishop of Durham converted the rectory
of Embleton into a perpetual vicarage.
Thomas died in 1340 and it might be assumed that, after all that had gone
before, disputes relating to the living had been settled- but not so. During the time
Thomas had been in office Henry of Lancaster, who was also Earl of Derby, had
succeeded to the Barony of Embleton and he took Thomas’s death as an opportunity
to present his own candidate, John de Bredon, for the post. His argument for doing
this was long and ingenious, but totally inconsistent with the facts. The Warden of
Merton College, doubtless having heard of the Earl of Derby’s plan, quickly sent a
proctor from the College to Embleton where, armed with a deed of appropriation
from the Bishop of Durham, he stood in the church porch and with the ring of the
church door in his hand said in a loud voice ‘Here I take corporal possession of the
church of Embleton in the name of the Warden and scholars’. This might have been
successful except for the fact that the Earl’s bailiff arrived, supported by people
armed with ‘swords and staves, bucklers and other weapons’, and told the proctor and
his companions to take themselves out of the parish for he would not allow them to
stay another night in Embleton, far less take possession of the church.
Whilst all this was happening the Warden of Merton College presented his
own candidate but he was not granted admission to the living by the Bishop of
Durham. An appeal was lodged with the Archbishops’ Court in York and at the same
time the Bishop was made aware of outrageous conduct of the Earl’s partisans whose
threats made it unsafe to approach Embleton church. In desperation the Warden of
Merton appealed to the Pope who appointed the Canon of Naples to investigate the
case. It would appear that the Canon had great difficulty in getting all the parties
involved together in London, but the Earl’s claim was clearly very weak and the case
came speedily to a conclusion when in 1341 the Earl renounced all claim to the church.
Finally the Warden’s candidate was installed as vicar of Embleton, but it would appear
that the college had paid £400 to the Earl for his renunciation of the advowson!

To be continued ……
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coffee, cake and gorgeous things……..
Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW
Tel: 01665 571371
www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk
¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick
Tel:

01665 576595
(dog friendly)

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Sunday Lunch
Varied menu
Daily specials board
Selection of beers, lagers and real ale
Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01665 712799 Mob 07955 911720
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com
Whinstone times advertising rates
Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40, full page £80
Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton

At the heart of the community

Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace

Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

j

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Thursday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2014.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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