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Edition No. 46

“Top, top bed & breakfast”
“Best and favouritest B&B stay!”
“Luxurious yet homely, professional welcoming hosts”
Don’t take our word for it – we’re rated ‘excellent’ by our
guests on Trip Advisor
‘Westmount’ B&B, Station Road, Embleton, NE66 3XJ
01665 571 275
www.staynorthumberlandcoast.co.uk

DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ
(500 yards from the A1)

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Free range eggs
Home grown vegetables in season

Christmas trees from 1st December

Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)
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Editorial

Jan Ainsley

I’d just like to make my annual plea on behalf of dogs, cats and other
animals for a little care during the bonfire and fireworks season. It is
extremely helpful to people with a pet that is afraid of fireworks to know
when fireworks are going to be used, so that they can minimise the distress
and, with hedgehog numbers in serious decline, it is becoming even more
important to check that there are no hibernating hedgehogs in your bonfire.
On page 16 you will find one of a number of old photographs we have
been given, and it would be really great if anyone knows who these people
are. Do let us know!
As always, many thanks to everyone for their support for the WT.
Please send material for the next edition by Monday 5th December to:
Mary Kibble marykibble@talkttalk.net tel. 01665 576608 (articles, stories etc)
Jan Ainsley jan.ainsley@yahoo.com tel 01665 576019 (advertising)
Shelagh Coxon tel. 01665 576791 ( ‘What’s on’)

Many thanks to Embleton School for the photograph of the children wearing their
new school uniforms

Embleton Guides - 'Bake-off Final

Monica Cornall

Embleton Guides held a series of bake-off competitions. In the first competition we
baked scones outside using a cardboard box oven
constructed using a disposable BBQ, tinfoil and a
cardboard box. The scones rose well initially but
unfortunately the BBQ went out before they
were finished.
In the second stage the Guides cooked pasta
dishes – they were all delicious so the judges
found it difficult to choose a winner. In the third
and final stage the Guides had to cook a Victoria
sandwich cake (using a normal oven this time). All
the cakes were most delicious apart from one
with a slightly soggy bottom.

The bake-off winner with her fabulous cake.
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School News

New Uniform for Embleton Primary School
The picture on the front cover of this WT shows the pupils proudly wearing
their smart new Primary School uniforms, including our new school badge,
which was designed by children, parents and staff.
The badge retains the colours of Merton College Oxford, who supplied
Embleton with many vicars over the years, including Vincent Edwards himself
from 1680-1714.
Rev Edwards founded the school in 1688, making us one of the oldest schools
in the country, and older than any English university, other than Oxford or
Cambridge.
The colours and 1688 date on the badge acknowledge the ongoing connection
with Merton College and the historical significance of 330 years of
education in the parish.
The badge’s celtic loop represents the Holy Trinity, in honour of our village
church, whose relationship with the school remains a cornerstone of village
life today.
Following on with this theme, we also decided to create a latin motto using a
trinity of qualities that represent the school.
Most popular were Sapienta, Veritas, Amicitia being Knowledge, Truth &
Friendship.
We hope you’ll agree that our children look extremely smart in their new
uniforms.

Come and join us!

Film Afternoon – Friday 18th November (details to follow on Friends of
Embleton School Facebook)
Christmas Coffee Morning, at school, Friday 9th December All welcome!
See a full events diary and more on our school website Follow us on Facebook – “Friends of Embleton School”
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School News… continued

Creative Arts Project

Pupils from Embleton were chosen to work on an exciting creative arts
project funded by the Alnwick Playhouse ‘Miniature Story Garden’, in
conjunction with local artists Alison Ashton & Pippa Willetts (mum of Meriel,
Yr 3). You may remember Alison for creating the fabulous Storytelling
Chair with Alnwick Minis Youth Theatre, and we are very lucky to have such
inspiring & imaginative partners to guide the children in this project.
We enjoyed an introductory assembly during which the children created an
imaginary garden out of an assortment of fabulous fabrics and used a rich
vocabulary to talk about their designs. Watch this space for further
developments!........
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MacMillan Care – World’s Biggest Coffee Morning
Year 3 and 4 children hosted a fantastic Macmillan Coffee morning in school
at the end of September. They did a wonderful job of selling delicious homemade cakes & raffle tickets, whilst also serving parents and counting the
proceeds! We had a great turn out and raised £187.10 for Macmillan Care.
Many thanks to all those people who supported us.
Join us at Vincent Edwards school!
As a small school, we are in a unique position to welcome parents,
grandparents, carers & the wider community into school on a regular basis.
We have a weekly calendar of events encouraging everyone to participate in
school life, such as parent & pensioners lunches and also our new “stay &
play” workshops for families of children in Early Years.
School has also started regular Family Worship sessions on Thursday
mornings at 8:50am for ½ hour. All families are invited, including those from
nursery.
If you would like information about any of our school events, please call
01665 576612 or visit the school website www.embletonprimaryschool.com

Sir Alan, You hired!...
We are pleased to welcome Sir Alan Craft as our new Chair of Governors at
Vincent Edwards School. Sir Alan brings a wealth of experience, having been
Chair of the Scout Association and President of the Royal College of
Paediatrics, along with many other esteemed roles in his career.
To recognise our transition to primary school, governors felt that a
significant restructure of the board would bring in the new skills & energy
required to effectively lead the school in a modern educational landscape.
Sincere thanks go to our departing governors for all their hard work over
the years - we wish Sir Alan and our new governors every success.
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And Sir Alan Craft, our new chairman of governors writes…
Vincent Edwards School- our village school since 1686

The school is a vital part of our village and we all showed incredible support
when we were threatened with closure last year. Over the past couple of
years there have been a lot of changes to teaching staff and in particular
the head teacher. From September of this year we have a new Governing
Body of which I have the honour to have been elected Chairman. The names
of the governors are below.
We are all very enthusiastic to see our school thrive in the very heart of the
village and to that end we have secured a new headmistress who will start in
January. We know that she will provide the stability that is needed to grow
our school from the early years upwards. Our current head, Mrs Liz Hiroz, is
on secondment from Berwick and she has already made a huge difference to
the educational achievements of the children . She will be followed by Mrs
Nicola Threlfeld who is currently working as early years lead at Swansfield
in Alnwick.
We all need to get behind the school and its activities and I would urge you
all to support the various events which you will find in the Net and the WT
We will give you regular updates on progress. Feel free to talk to any of the
Governors who are all in and around the Village.

The governors of the school are Sir Alan Craft (chairman), Rev Ian MacKarill, Mark
Butler, Vickie Fyffe, Liz Heroz, Jenny Smith, with Sarah Coxon, Georgina Armstrong,
Helen Wood and Jan Ainsley yet to be confirmed as governors

MV Pole Star - a brightly lit ship in the bay
Readers may have seen a brightly lit vessel moored in Embleton Bay quite
close to the shore overnight on Tuesday/Wednesday 30th/31st August.
Some laptop research by the Whinstone Times team has identified her as
the MV Pole Star, a Medium Buoy Tender of The Northern Lighthouse Board.
Weighing in at around 1100 tonnes she was built by Ferguson Ship Builders in
Glasgow in 2000.
She is capable of handling all varieties of General
Lighthouse Authority (GLA) buoys, having an 18 tonne crane on her deck. She
has a crew of 15 and berths for a further six. Having last been in Leith, she
set off for North Sunderland at around 08.30 hrs on the 31st.
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Sports in Embleton
Embleton Cricket Club

Raymond Carss

After being promoted to Northumberland League 2 we had a shaky start.
Our results picked up, but towards the end of the season we struggled to
put a full team out and we finished third bottom of the league. The highlight
of the batting was Philip Grey, scoring 148, and Matt Leetham, 107, against
Corbridge 2, and the bowling highlight was Cameron Thorpe 5 for 5 of 9
overs against Tynemouth. At this moment we are trying to raise finances
toward covers for the wicket.
Anyone interested in joining this club (playing or helping, male or
female) please get in touch with me on 01665 576589.
And don’t forget - the village Bingos start with the Cricket club’s on
Saturday 3rd December 7.30 p.m.

Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F. Wallis

It’s up and running and we are pleased to welcome three new members to the
club, namely Derek Wilkin, Hazel and Alan Wilson. So far this season we
have played two matches at home, the first we lost to Longframlington by
54 shots to 45 and the second was against Rennington, which again we lost
by 52 shots to 33 - no comment! Throughout the remaining weeks of
October we have matches at home against Denwick, Bamburgh, Newton on
the Moor, and an away match against St James (Alnwick).

It’s not too late to become a new member so just pop along on a
Tuesday and/or Thursday evening at 7.00 pm. You will be most welcome

100 Club Winners
August
£40 Wendy Storry No. 47,
September £40 Wendy Elsdon No. 63,
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£20 Eve Foster No. 121
£20 Kim Middleton No. 8

Nature notes
For this issue’s nature notes we have used Linda Heslop’s records of wildlife
seen in and around Embleton in the last few months. As Linda says, ‘It’s
amazing what you see when you look harder!’
Amongst the sightings in August and September were lapwings, curlews,
oyster catchers, swallows, swifts, swans and herons, as well as hares, young
frogs, toads, seals and deer, including one baby deer.
Around 200 Swallows and House Martins were gathered on the telephone
wires very early in the morning in mid-August for a week or so. They could be
seen at the top of Sea Lane outside Mount Pleasant swooping and singing
their lovely summer song. Young swallows and house martins were still being
fed in nests at the Villas towards the end of September and about 50
swallows and house martins still remained around the beach huts towards the
end of September. Robins started singing, as ever, in August and they have
been joined, unusually, by a blue tit. In the 3 rd week of September there
was still a nest of blackbirds at Glebe Farm. What might have been a red
kite was seen over a potato field north of the village, but this sighting is
unconfirmed. Has anyone else seen one? There has been another mixed
Woodpigeon/Collar dove brood, very pretty, seen on the hill opposite the
Blue Bell.
After some heavy rain, five dragonflies were seen flying around a newly
formed pond north of Embleton and a lizard was found in a porch in the
village. After an absence of two years a Hummingbird Hawk Moth was twice
seen supping on one of its favourite tipples, the Valerian flowers, during the
hot spell at the beginning of September and at the end of the month three
of them were on the same valerian on the hill opposite the Blue Bell. They
are known to feed on the same plant at the same time every day, and also
partial to buddleia and honeysuckle. They are migratory from southern
Europe.

In addition to Linda’s sightings, a few red squirrels have been seen and a
gold crest was spotted in the trees next to the pig farm. Please see page 17
for more about the Humming bird hawkmoth.
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Job opportunity in Embleton
Can you help ? A lady in Embleton requires care workers for support with
personal care, medication and meal preparation.
Job Description and Personal Specification
There will be 1 visit for 1.5 hours per day at 11 AM, over 6 days & 1.5 hours
at 8.30pm on Saturdays. (no Sunday working). There will also be 3 hours per
week for social activities, times to be arranged.
Main Duties: Support with personal care, medication & meal preparation.
Support to access local community (e.g. shopping). Car driver preferred to
drive clients own vehicle but not essential. Some housekeeping.
Personal specification: Kind, gentle, calm and positive manner. Confidentiality
and adaptability important. Able to take the lead and initiative whilst still
maintaining client choice, dignity and privacy. Willing to learn about
management of client’s health condition.
An Enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Certificate (DBS) will have to
be obtained for the successful candidate (at employer’s expense).
There are no formal qualifications needed to do this job. Where it is
required, such as in Health and Safety matters, practical training and
guidance will be arranged and the care worker will be expected to attend.
Rate of pay £7.50 per hour
Please contact Joan Nelson for an application form on 01670 629089, quote
reference JN/Embleton

Lunches at Christon Bank
Every Thursday between noon -2p.m. Light lunches of homemade soup, choice
of sandwich or a cheese scone and a cup of tea or coffee are served at
Christon Bank Methodist Church. Cost £2.50. These lunches will take place
during the winter months and replace the Tuesday Coffee Mornings. For
further details contact Rob Young.
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Notes from the Parish Council – September 2016
The Parish Council (PC) heard a presentation from the Planning Officer,
Northumberland County Council (NCC) in which the pros and cons of writing a
Neighbourhood Plan were laid out, together with advice on available grants,
probable timescale and committee constitution being given. The PC agreed to
discuss this matter in detail at the next Council meeting.
The PC were told that signs indicating the availability of public toilets in the
Parish Church Rooms had been mounted in suitable positons together with a
new sign indicating toilets at the golf club.
‘NO OVERNIGHT PARKING’ signs had been installed at Dunstan Steads and
the bottle bank lay-by but unfortunately these have no legal standing.
Problems with rats emerging from the sewer at the old public toilet site had
been addressed by Northumberland Water.
The PC had established that proposals by NCC relating to changes in bus
routes due to the new Duchess’s High School being built would not affect
children from Embleton Parish.
It was agreed to purchase a new Parish Notice Board for Christon Bank and
to replace three litter bins in Embleton at a cost of £170 each.

Disappointment – ‘planning gain’
money goes to NCC

The PC was disappointed to learn that the monies allocated to the Parish as
part of the planning permission for Creighton Place (some £7800) were not
under their control to distribute but would be allocated by NCC. This they
felt destroyed the whole point of the grant.
The dispute between the PC, Cussins and NCC regarding the works access
from Station Road to the above site is ongoing, although the PC has been
informed that this access will be closed within three months of its ‘approval’
by NCC on October 3rd.

Future of the Quarry

Following the article in the Whinstone Times requesting Parish feedback on
the future use of the quarry, some eight replies have been received all in
favour of retaining it as some form of nature reserve without development.
The PC is awaiting information from NCC and their agents Bradley Hall
regarding the status of the proposed sale.
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Following incidents brought to the attention of the PC, information has been
passed to NCC requesting resurfacing of the footpath leading down Sea Lane
to the coast and of the road through the village past the Blue Bell Inn.

Speeding in Christon Bank

A further request has been passed to NCC in an attempt to reduce speeding
through Christon Bank. Suggestions of chicanes being installed might be
investigated.
A request for a ‘Whinstone View’ road sign to be installed has been made to
NCC.
The PC was told that a new app has been launched by NCC that can be used
from a mobile phone etc. to report issues and incidents to NCC. The app is
free to download by searching ‘MyStreetNorthumberland’.
Copies of the full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available on
the Embleton website.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday 24 th
October at 7.00 pm in the Methodist Church, Christon Bank.

Thanks
The Holy Trinity Craft & Flower Festival Committee would like to thank the
Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel, Beth & Adam Moody and The Fallodon Estate for
sponsoring Flower displays for the Festival. It is very much appreciated.

Free to Good Home
A ‘My Child’ car seat in good condition. Contact Jean Lawrence- 576356

The Blink Bonny quiz nights
Our August quiz raised £110 for Northumbrian Hedgehog rescue, the
September quiz raised £120 for Alexa’s Animals and our October quiz £125
for Northumberland Hospice.

The November quiz is on Monday 14th and the December quiz on
Monday 12th.
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NCC Report October 2016

Cllr Kate Cairns, Longhoughton Ward

New Housing Development
Several residents have raised concerns over recent weeks regarding the new
housing development and the route taken by site vehicles which are using the
entrance / exit to the West of the site, at Station Road, when planning
conditions stated that it should be to the East of the site, on the B1339.
The use of Station Road as an access to the site is allowed for three months
from 3rd October 2016. After that time, all construction traffic should use
the B1339 at which point the permanent entrance will be formed.
Swedish Homes
Cllr. Cairns has urged NCC to make progress with the refurbishment of the
Swedish houses.
Quarry Housing Development
A swift resolution to the snagging issues in the new houses is being sought.
Problems include internal fixtures and fittings, surrounding landscaping
pedestrian access and privacy across the site.
New Bus Shelter
The existing bus shelter is still standing battered and forlorn. £2000 from
Cllr Cairns’ members’ fund for the construction of the new stone shelter was
transferred to the Parish Council in June so the work may progress as
quickly as the PC decides. Following concerns of residents Cllr Cairns has
asked that dropped kerbs be installed to ensure safe and easy access for all.
Rubbish in layby north of Embleton
The council waste services continue to inspect and clear the recycling site
after the Parish Council complained of dumping of general waste there.
Quarry Sale
The County Council is realizing capital from assets across the county in
order to compensate for the significant budget cuts from central
government, which has put pressure on delivery of front line services. NCC is
intending to market a plot in the quarry comprising the old quarry master
house and immediate surrounding area of about 1 acre in total. The design
team is finalizing the plot boundaries and proposed access route before the
agent is re-commissioned. The County Council is keen to discuss a community
transfer of the remaining environmental/ wildlife area in order to preserve
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and protect it. Cllr Cairns welcomes any view from members of the
community on this suggestion. Gas monitoring is ongoing for the site.
Embleton Primary School
Embleton School has started its first term as a Primary after the successful
campaign to keep it open. The new Duchess’s High School has held its first
open days for those children moving up from the middle schools next
September.
Road Repairs
The surface dressing programme is on course around the Embleton area
including between Embleton Mill and Stamford.
Footpath Repairs
A visitor fell on the footpath on Sea Lane to Embleton Golf Club. Cllr Cairns
has requested this be surveyed by officers and a decision taken on repairs.
Dunstan Steads Farm
Residents are suffering environmental nuisance from activities at Dunstan
Steads Farm. A resolution of the issue within the planning framework is
being sought
Speeding in Christon Bank
The Parish Council is considering planters/‘gateway’ structures to the
entrance of the village and may consider electronic speed signs on the
entrance to the South of the village.
Fallodon Crossing Flooding
A survey of the road has now taken place to look at the options such as
raising the level of the road. This road surface is in a poor state of repair
but the council needs to resolve the flooding issue first.

Please share your concerns. Cllr Cairns is always happy to hear from
residents. Email will provide the fastest and most efficient response at
kate.cairns@northumberland.gov.uk .
Otherwise call her on 07690 304310.
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What’s On in November

Tuesday 1st Women’s Club – Presentation by Hospicecare. Creighton Hall
2.00 p.m. All welcome.
Tuesday 1st ‘Bottle Bank Band’ concert. Creighton Hall 7.30 p.m. Tickets
£10 at the door.
Thursday 3rdCraster W.I. Annual Meeting. W.I. Advisor to be confirmed.
Saturday 5th Bonfire Night from 6.00 p.m. Please ensure that all rubbish
goes directly on to the bonfire AND IS NOT DUMPED IN THE
PLAYPARK. Donations for fireworks can be made at Moody’s
shop. All enquiries to Adam Moody.
Tuesday 8th Embleton W.I. – ‘Films’ by Peter Ayres. 2p.m. Creighton Hall.
Wednesday 9th Mother’s Union – Talk by the Parkinson Society. 2.00 p.m.
Parish Room.
Monday 14th Embleton Flower Club – Christmas Open Meeting. Katie-Jane
Pridmore ‘All That Glitters’. 7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall. Members free,
Visitors £5
Monday 14th Blink Bonny quiz
Friday 18th ‘Methera’ – celebrating 10 years together, this ground-breaking
folk string quartet launch their 3rd album on November4 th with their
anniversary tour starting in Embleton. Creighton Hall. Doors open 6.45
p.m. for 7.30 start. Tkts £8 at door or wegotickets.com/methera.
Monday 21stCraster Local History Soc. AGM. 7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall.
Refreshments available.
Wednesday 23rd North Sunderland Local Hist. Soc. – “Border Reivers”with
Andy Griffin. 7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s Church Hall.
Friday 25thChristmas Bingo for Rennington Village Hall. Eyes down 7.30 p.m.
All Welcome.
Saturday 26thCoffee Morning in Rennington Village Hall 10.00 - 11.30 a.m.
£3 entryIn aid of Save the Children and Syria

What’s On In December

Thursday 1st Craster W.I. – Christmas Party – Harp players.
Saturday 3rd Children’s Christmas Workshop in Embleton Parish Room. Full
details in December Net.
Saturday 3rd Embleton Cricket Club - Fundraising Bingo, Creighton Hall.
Eyes down 7.30 p.m.
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Tuesday 6th Women’s Club Christmas Lunch.
Saturday 10th Creighton Hall Fund Raising Bingo. Eyes down 7.30 p.m.
Saturday 10thWinter Wonderland Party in Rennington Village Hall. 7p.m.midnight.Reception with Fizz, 3 Course Dinner, Dancing. Bring your
own drink. Tkts £30 per head from Lynn - 572320, Liz - 579138 or
Geraldine - 572854. Tickets must be ordered before December 3 rd
Monday 12thEmbleton Flower Club Workshop 7.30p.m Creighton Hall. Nonmembers welcome. For all details tel Shelagh Coxon 01665 576791.
Monday 12th Blink Bonny quiz
Tuesday 13th Embleton W.I. - Members afternoon in the Parish Room.
2.00 p.m.
Wednesday 14th Mothers’ Union. Advent thoughts in the Parish Room2 p.m.
Saturday 17th Embleton Football Club - Fund Raising Bingo Creighton Hall.
Eyes down 7.30p.m.
This photo of a fancy dress party was possibly taken at Creighton Hall, date
unknown. Do you have any information about it or do you recognise anyone?
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The Humming Bird Hawkmoth

is similar

to the Bee hawk moth in flight, but has
orange-brown hindwings,
greyish-brown
forewings and a chequered black and white
body. It flies during the day, especially in
bright sunlight, but also at dawn, dusk and even
in the rain It likes nectar rich flowers such as
Centranthus (valerian), Jasmine, Buddleia &
Nicotiana and is said to trap-line, that is, it returns to the same flowers at about the
same time each day.

A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.
We take the strain and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or
phone 01665 571 275
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you!

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing
Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/Lpg gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com
Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536
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coffee, cake and gorgeous things……..
Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW
Tel: 01665 571371
www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk
¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster

Useful Telephone Numbers
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline
Crimestoppers
NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland C. C. County Hall- local area
-general matters
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans
Silverline (advice for older people)
Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland
Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

999
101
0800 1111
0800 555 111
111
01665 600733
0345 6006400
0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090
0800 470 8090
0871 200 2233
08444 111
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny
Tel:

At Christon Bank, Alnwick
01665 576595

(dog friendly)

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01665 712799 Mob 07955 911720
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com

Whinstone times advertising rates
Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40, full page £80
Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton

At the heart of the community

Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace
Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

j

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Thursday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2017.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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