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Edition No. 39

Craster Tower, Craster
NE66 3SS
Tel: 01665 571 240
(Free Wi-Fi available)
www.stableyardnurseryandtearoom.co.uk

Open 10 - 4.30, Thurs-Mon and
Wed-Mon in the holiday season
Serving morning coffee, afternoon teas with local home bake cakes &
tray bakes provided by The Pottergate Pantry, Alnwick.
Walkers & cyclists welcome to rest awhile beside the cosy log burner,
or outside seating for sunny days.
Offering a good selection of alpines, perennials, shrubs, roses &
spring bedding plants.
Hanging baskets & containers filled to order.
Compost, bark chips, topsoil and manure.
A selection of garden accessories available in “The Potting Shed”.
Gifts & greeting cards.
See the Embleton website for special offers

Dunstanburgh Castle
Golf Course
1st May until 27th September the clubhouse will be open
every day from 8am till late

Food served 8am to 8pm
Fully licensed bar
Freshly Ground Coffee, Lattes and Cappuccinos
Free Wi-Fi

Editorial

Everyone welcome
Twilight golf rates – from 4pm only £15
Telephone 01665 576562
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Mary Kibble

The proposed closure of Vincent Edwards First School continues to
be a huge issue but … the fight is on! See pages 10 – 14 for the latest
update and, if at all possible, please attend the School Fair on 13 th
September to join in the fun and show your support for our school.
On a personal note, may I take this opportunity to thank all those
who offered good wishes, help and support during my recent spell in hospital
and convalescence. It’s very much appreciated and I am well on the way to
recovery, although entrants to the Great North Run have nothing to fear
from me!

.

Please e-mail material for the next edition by Monday 5th October to:
whintimes@yahoo.co.uk or call:-Articles, Stories etc. - Mary Kibble 576608
Advertising - Jan Ainsley 576019. ‘What’s On’ ’ - Shelagh Coxon 576791
Thanks to the children of Embleton First School for the front cover picture
for this edition.

Useful Telephone Numbers
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline
Crimestoppers
NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland County Council County Hall
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans
Silverline (advice for older people)
Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland
Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

999
101
0800 1111
0800 555 111
111
01665 600733
0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090
0800 470 8090
0871 200 2233
08444 111
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What’s On in September

Tuesday 1st Women’s Club – A wood turning demonstration by David
Barrella. 2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall. All welcome.
Thursday 3rd Craster W.I. – “Famous Faces” by Jimmy Powell. 7.15 p.m.
Memorial Hall.
Sunday 6th Howick Film Night. “Patch Adams” – comedy starring Robin
Williams. Cert 15. 6.00 p.m. Howick Village Hall.
Tuesday 8th Embleton W.I. – 97th Birthday party. Entertainment – Ukulele
Group. Comp – Make a birthday card. 2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Wednesday 9th Mothers’ Union – “Mother Teresa” – talk by Revd. Mike Dent.
2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room.
Thursday 10th Jam AND Jerusalem Please come and help wish the W.I. a
Happy Hundredth Birthday by singing Jerusalem as loudly as you can.
11.00 a.m at Craster Harbour. The more the merrier.
Thursday 10th Keep Fit with Traci Robertson. Craster Memorial Hall 6.00 –
7.00 p.m. Tel. 01665 576121 for details.
Fri – Sun 11th-13th Craster Art Club Exhibition in Howick Village Hall 10.00
– 5.00 p.m. each day. Entry free, but donation jar available for Great
North Air Ambulance. Refreshments available.
Sunday 13th Embleton School Summer Fair 12.00 – 2.00 p.m. Raffle,
tombola, Slaters Funfair, refreshments, face painting and many
other stalls.
Sunday 13th (re-scheduled) - afternoon tea at 4, Grange Park 3.00-5.00 p.m.
£5 in aid of Rennington All Saints Church - Chancel floor fund. To
book your tea contact David or Chris Barraclough on 01665 577475.
Monday 14th Embleton Flower Club - ‘Poisons in your Garden’ an illustrated
talk by Rob Wilson. All welcome. Members free, visitors £5. 7.30
p.m. Creighton Hall.
Tuesday 15th Embleton Carpet Bowls - New members most welcome. Contact
John Wallis 576797 for all details. 7.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Monday 21st Craster Local History Group - “The story of the Swarland
Settlement” by Vera Vaggs. 7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall.
Friday 25th Quiz night at Craster Memorial. 7.00 p.m. Teams of 4. Tkts £5,
includes soup & sweet (bring your own drink) from Doris Clarke
01665 576479.
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Friday 25th Howick Film Night. Call John Roper on 576413 for details.
Saturday 26th Coffee morning in aid of McMillan Nurses 10 a.m. - noon. in
Craster Memorial Hall. Stalls include cakes, produce, tombola and
raffle. Contact Pauline on 576503 to make donations etc.

What’s On in October
Thursday 1st Craster W.I. – “Cuts of Meat” by Daniel Turnbull, Butcher.
7.15 p.m. Memorial Hall.
Tuesday 6th Women’s Club – Talk by Bill Devonshire – subject TBA. 2.00 p.m.
Creighton Hall.
Monday 12th Embleton Flower Club – practical evening “Autumn Fruits &
Berries”. 7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall. Pooled supper.
Tuesday 13th Embleton W.I. – Annual meeting. Competition – Autumn.
2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall.
Wednesday 14th Mothers’ Union –Discussion on chosen topic. Meeting at
23 Woodstead at 2.00 p.m.
Sunday 18th Howick Film Night. Call John Roper on 576413 for details.
Monday 19th Craster Local History Soc. - Mike Fraser "Does my country
really need me?" The work of Berwick upon Tweed Military Service
Tribunal 1916 - 1918. 7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall.
Wednesday 28th North Sunderland Local Hist. Soc. - Mike Fraser "Does my
country really need me?" The work of Berwick upon Tweed Military
Service Tribunal 1916 - 1918. 7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s Church Hall.

*** Blue Bag Collection

in aid of Craster Church roof fund. Bags can be

left at Craster Memorial hall on Tuesday 6th October between 10 and 4p.m.
Bags for that collection can also be left at the Creighton Hall Embleton
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Wednesday 7th October. All information or
bag collection requests to Trish Flegg 01665 576825. Usual rules apply i.e
no towels, bedding or bric-a-brac.

Thanks
The Holy Trinity Church Fete made £3,009.53. The organisers are grateful
for all support given.
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Notes from the July Parish Council Meeting
It was agreed to revise the Parish Council (PC) standing orders to
accommodate the filling of the casual vacancy brought about by the
resignation of George Skipper. As no requests for an election had been
received by the Elections Office at Northumberland County Council (NCC)
the posting of a notice requesting applications for co-option was agreed.
Two Officers from Northumbria Police attended the meeting re
traffic calming in Christon Bank. They explained that the police had
requested a speed survey on the B6347 and the PC asked if this could be
extended to include the B1340. The ‘Community Speedwatch’ scheme,
operated by members of the public using speed guns, was discussed and the
Officers undertook to establish if volunteers were allowed to operate in
their own village/parish. The Officers also agreed to investigate the
possibility of undertaking random speed checks themselves when a tour of
duty permitted this.
Following on from the June PC meeting, labels were received which
will be attached to all waste bins indicating the extension of the bins’ use to
include dog waste; the signing of a lease for the re-located electricity substation was agreed and the satisfactory completion of the Clerk’s
probationary period was noted.
It was noted that the next Homes for Northumberland newsletter
(with reference to the quarry houses) from NCC was imminent. The PC was
told that discussions with NCC regarding the provision of dressed whinstone
from the quarry site to be used to construct a more vandal-proof bus
shelter are ongoing.
During a discussion regarding the requirements placed on PCs today
it was noted that, in the coming months, attention would be given to the PC
asset register, the PC risk analysis, the PC’s policies regarding Freedom of
Information/Data Protection and any Health and Safety matters pertaining
to the PC.
Reports were received on meetings attended by Councillors including
the Area North Committee and Planning Training.
A report from Embleton’s County Councillor included information on
Satellite Broadband, Arriva Bus Consultation and Consultation on Options for
the Alnwick Schools’ Partnership.
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A long debate was held relating to the PC’s response to the second
NCC Consultation Document regarding the proposed Alnwick Schools’
Partnership and more specifically the proposed closure of Embleton First
School. It was agreed that strong support should be given to the campaign
to keep the school open and a letter should be drafted and sent to NCC
laying out the PC’s reasons for believing that closure would be a retrograde
step for the children of the area and for the village and parish of Embleton.
The Chairman of the PC has called an additional PC meeting to be held in
August to further consider this matter, in order to ensure that a response is
submitted within the consultation timeframe.
The next ordinary meeting of the PC will be held in the Creighton
Hall on 28th September at 7.30 pm.

Awards
Local author Shelley Day Sclater has won one of New Writing
North’s prestigious Northern Writers’ Awards 2015. The award - announced
at a ceremony recently at Northumbria University - will help Shelley
complete her collection of short stories, provisionally entitled A Policy of
Constant Improvement. Shelley’s stories have appeared in magazines,
newspapers, online and in anthologies. Her debut novel The Confession of
Stella Moon – set here in the North East - will be published next year by
Saraband.

Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F. Wallis

It’s that time of year again when, on most Tuesday and Thursday
evenings, the Creighton Hall will be buzzing with good humour and banter,
for from September 15th at 7.00 p.m. Embleton Carpet Bowls Club will be in
residence for the 2015/2016 season.
So why not come along and give us a try. I’m sure you will enjoy the
game even if you haven’t ever bowled a carpet bowl before. You will be made
most welcome.

Computers for Beginners
The Library service currently has a volunteer who runs “Computers
for Beginners” classes at Alnwick Library. The sessions are one-to-one and
they are free of charge and are tailored to whatever the client would like to
learn. Contact Alnwick Library on 01670 622154 for details and to book
lessons.
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Embleton - a cask ale Mecca

David Ainsley - CAMRA member no 146407

On the evening of Friday 3rd July I achieved what I’d always thought
would be impossible for, dear reader, I enjoyed a cask ale (often described
as real ale) in all four of our village’s licensed premises.
To many of you that’ll be a “so what?” achievement but let me explain just
what is so remarkable about it. Cask ale is a natural product. It is alive and
perishable unlike those draught ales and lagers so beloved of big business brands such as John Smiths and Carling. These are ersatz beers. They’ve
been pasteurised and are forced to the beer tap at ludicrously low
temperatures by industrial gasses (carbon dioxide and nitrogen). Thus they
are dispensed from sealed kegs and have a long shelf life. As a consequence
of their ill treatment they are woefully short of aroma and subtle flavours.
In the 1970s Watneys (remember that name?) produced the first keg (ie
pasteurised) beer which was promoted under the Red Barrel brand. That
began the rot as it was easy to keep and lasted for weeks which was a
particular boon for the likes of cricket clubs. The North East of England
suffered from this regressive revolution when Newcastle Breweries
pasteurised their wonderful Exhibition and ruined it. And gradually fewer
and fewer pubs sold the real thing. Indeed in my home town of Glasgow not a
single pub sold cask ale by 1974!
So back to Embleton and many congratulations to (in order of my pubcrawl) The Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club, The Dunstanburgh Castle
Hotel, The Greys Inn and The Blue Bell Sambuca.
In the first I had Marstons EPA a modern light hoppy brew, in the second
a pint of Timothy Taylors Landlord, to many the pinnacle of English draught
ales. At The Greys I enjoyed an excellent pint of Alnwick Amber, a standard
bitter that’s anything but. It has such a fine malty base and is so satisfying
considering its modest alcohol content. Finally I visited The Blue Bell and
enjoyed a pint of Shuggy Boat Blond brewed by a Cullercoats former
solicitor who saw the error of his ways and turned to alcohol.
The beers in all four premises were in perfect condition (well done
cellarmasters) and all venues were delightfully busy on a fine summer
evening, their customers in happy conversation.

Embleton I salute you!
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DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ
(500 yards from the A1)

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Free range eggs
Home grown vegetables in season
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)

Second home not living up to the dream;
too much hassle on a Friday night; not visiting as
often as you thought?
OR, you've not found the comprehensive solution
to the care of your holiday-let

Second Home From Home will take the strain
and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
and get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk
or 01665 571 275
For Sale
Electric Hedge Trimmer. Extends to 2.12m. Cuts hedge tops without ladders
As new - £50 (cost £129)
Fireside armchair - £10 Tel. 01665576298
Aiwa Hi-fi Set, fully operational, complete with speakers – free to collector
Pine Cheval Mirror - £10 Tel: 01665 576019
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Save Vincent Edwards School, Embleton!

AN UPDATE:
Northumberland County Council (NCC) will consult about the
Alnwick School Partnership restructure, including the proposed
closure of Embleton School, until 22 nd October 2015.
In early November, the Education Board will then write their
final proposal, based upon the information gathered during this
consultation.
It now looks extremely likely that the two-tier system will
prevail in the Alnwick School Partnership. Andy Johnson (Head of
Education at NCC) met with Embleton School Governors on 8th July to
discuss our future in the two-tier system.
Vincent Edwards School is now preparing a robust curriculumbased plan for delivering good educational outcomes for our pupils up
to the age of 11years, in the hope that this proposal for closure will be
reversed.
Please help us voice the message loud and clear…
Embleton School can be a viable & successful primary school in a
two-tier system.
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Embleton School shares a head teacher with Whittingham School,
and is working in partnership with other local schools to deliver a
solid, broad and balanced primary curriculum to its pupils.
Embleton School building will not require alteration to become a
primary school and is therefore very cost effective.
Embleton is the last sustainable village left between Seahouses
and Alnwick and our school is vital to our community.
Closing Embleton School and transporting our children to
Ellingham is a costly, unsustainable proposal that will NOT
improve educational outcomes for children in the area.
Letters have been circulated to every household in the parish,
highlighting the relevant points and listing contact details of some key
decision-makers in this process.
If you haven’t received a letter, please contact any member of
the Parent Action Group or leave a message on Facebook, Save
Embleton School page. We will get a copy to you within 48 hours.
A big “Thank You” to everyone who has written letters and
emails so far – together we can show the County Council how
important Vincent Edwards School is to this community, so please
keep your fantastic correspondence coming.
Some people have said that the decision is already made and
that we can’t change this proposal. This is NOT the message that we
have been getting from County Hall.
Many Councillors have been surprised at the strength of
support that Embleton School has received from the community and
we have a very real chance of turning this decision around, if we keep
up the pressure.
Rural schools have specific legislative protection, because of
the devastating impact that closing a village school can have upon
rural communities.
Every letter and email that you send will reinforce the message
to NCC that Vincent Edwards School is vital to the long-term success
of Embleton, and that closure of the school will affect the future of this
whole area.
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Petitions have been put in locations around the area and an epetition has been launched online. We have gathered more than 500
signatures so far, so please encourage everyone you know to sign!
As a Church of England Voluntary Aided school, many
residents have been concerned about a lack of public support from the
Diocese of Newcastle. Peter Robinson, Archdeacon of Lindisfarne &
Chair of the Diocese Education Board, has expressed grave doubts
about the County Council proposals and has been very encouraging in
his correspondence.
Paul Rickeard, Head of the Diocese Education Board, made a
special visit to the school on 9th July to speak with the school
Governors about our plans to avert closure. Mr Rickeard confirmed
that the Diocese of Newcastle will support Embleton School staying
open, if we put our efforts into becoming a primary school within the
two-tier system and he was most constructive in his comments.
The Board of Governors will discuss the issue of public support
from the Diocese, when they next meet - please write to the Diocese
and tell them that a clear message of support is vital to Save Embleton
School.
Parents had a positive meeting with Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP
on Thursday 6th August. She was impressed by the overwhelming
approval for the school that her questionnaires to the community had
prompted. Mrs Trevelyan will be meeting with the Education Board
throughout the consultation and has said that she will reiterate the
key points of our campaign.
Parents are compiling a profile of Embleton for each voting
member on the Council Cabinet, as many of these Councillors are not
aware of our growing, sustainable village.
We also hope to invite Councillors to the school Summer Fair
on Sunday 13th September, 12noon-2pm. Please put this date in your
diary, as it will be great opportunity for the residents of Embleton to
come along and show their support for our fantastic village school.
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Useful Contacts:
Save Embleton School Parent Action Group:
Georgina Armstrong-01665 576917 (Home)
Vickie Fyffe-01665 576368 (Home) / 576111 (Dunstanburgh Castle
Hotel)
Mark Butler (Christon Bank)-07984175342
Email: saveembletonschool@outlook.com
Facebook Page: Save Embleton First School
E-Petition: via Facebook Page or Care2petitions
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/357/035/359/save-embletonvillage-first-school-from-closure
Dates for your Diary:
Sunday 13th September, 12 noon-2 p.m., Vincent Edwards School –
Summer Fair please come along and show your support for our village
school
Thursday 1st October, 7 p.m., Vincent Edwards School – Public
Consultation meeting with County Council representatives
Thursday 22nd October – Consultation closes - Deadline for letters,
emails and response forms
Tuesday 10th November, 10 a.m., County Hall Morpeth – County
Council Cabinet vote on Alnwick School Partnership proposals

Who should I write to?.....

Two panels of 10 councillors at Northumberland County Council will
have the final vote about the future of our school. They are called the
Scrutiny Committee and the Cabinet.

Write to:

Chair of the Scrutiny Committee, Bernard Pidcock:
16 Hayward Avenue, Seaton Delaval, Whitley Bay, Northumberland,
NE25 0AF
Email: Bernard.pidcock@northumberland.gov.uk
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Chair of the Education Cabinet, Robert Arckless:
37 Anne Crescent, Amble, Northumberland, NE65 0QZ
Email: Robert.arckless99@northumberland.gov.uk
Our local MP, Anne-Marie Trevelyan:
The Gardeners House, Bondgate Without, Alnwick, NE66 1PQ
Email: Annemarie.trevelyan.mp@parliament.uk
The Diocese Acting Director of Education, Paul Rickeard:
Church House, St John’s Terrace, Percy Main, North Shields, NE29 6HS
Email: paul.rickeard@drmnewcanglican.org
The Archdeacon of Lindisfarne, Ven. Peter Robinson:
Church House, St John’s Terrace, Percy Main, North Shields, NE29 6HS
Email: p.robinson@newcastle.anglican.org
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Aviva Tour of Britain

Carl Stiansen

The Aviva Tour of Britain is British Cycling’s premier road cycling
event giving cycling fans the opportunity to see the world’s best teams and
riders competing on their door step, featuring the biggest line-up of UCI
World Teams to race in the UK this year, as nine of the world’s best teams
head to Britain in September.
The eight-stage race runs from 6th – 13th September with the
Northumberland stages taking place on Wednesday 9 th and Thursday 10th –
full Northumberland route details can be found at www.nlandtob.com
Headlining the 20-team list are Team Cannondale Garmin, who won
the 2014 Tour of Britain with Dylan Van Baarle and the Etixx Quick-Step
team of Mark Cavendish and World Champion Michal Kwiatkowski. Top level
British interests are represented by Team Sky.
The other six UCI World Teams that will race in the 2.HC ranked
Aviva Tour of Britain – the first time the race has been sponsored by Aviva,
the largest insurer in the UK – are BMC Racing, IAM Cycling, Lotto Soudal,
Movistar Team, Team Lotto NL Jumbo and Tinkoff – Saxo.
Those nine, plus MTN Qhubeka, have been in action in the Tour de
France, winning 13 of the 21 stages, and will line-up with six rider squads in
Beaumaris on Anglesey for Stage One on Sunday 6th September.
Three squads, ONE Pro Cycling, co-owned by former England
cricketer Matt Prior, Team WIGGINS, the personal team of World Hour
Record holder Sir Bradley Wiggins, and Cult Energy will make their Aviva
Tour of Britain debuts this September. They will also be joined by two
further UCI ProContinental teams – MTN Qhubeka and Team Novo Nordisk.
On Stage Four of the tour, the race will start in Scotland and then
enter Northumberland heading along a route from Ford, where a SKODA
King of the Mountains competition will take place, to Wooler and Alnwick,
before continuing down the spectacular Northumberland coastline to finish
the leg in Blyth.
The tour re-starts the following morning from Prudhoe with Stage
Five, where the race will include a YodelDirect Sprint that will take place in
Hexham and a SKODA King of the Mountains climb from Haydon Bridge to
Hadrian’s Wall, the race will then head across the Pennines into Cumbria
before ending in a summit finish on Hartside Fell.
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How I Became a Squirrel Volunteer

Heather

It was a beautiful summer’s day as I strolled through the wood not far from
Belford. Suddenly, on the path in front of me I spotted a red squirrel foraging. Its
colours were beautiful. It looked plump, healthy and well-fed and had a bright
orange-red coat. Of course, it didn’t stay around long when it spotted me but swiftly
scampered off into nearby bushes. However, something about its unexpected
appearance touched me and I remembered the business card I had picked up from a
Red Squirrel Conservation Group’s stand at an agricultural show some years back. I
had kept the card, thinking “this is something I should get involved in” but it never
seemed the right time for this retired person to take on yet another commitment.
For some reason on this occasion it was different. The sighting must have given me
the impetus I needed.
When I arrived home I found the card and
contacted the person named. I was put in touch with my
nearest group, Save Our Squirrels Berwick Group, and
received a welcoming e-mail message inviting me to join
other interested people on a walk in Kyloe Woods for a
taste of squirrel monitoring. We checked the feeding
boxes and tubes in the wood for squirrel hairs and filled up empty ones. We learnt to
recognise nibbled pine cones and look for dreys. I was amazed to learn that squirrels
learn to lift the lid of the box to access the nuts. I hadn’t realised they were so
intelligent! It did not take me long to get hooked!
I have been checking feeders in my allocated wood for a few months now. I
was lucky enough to be given a wood within walking distance of my house. I go every
2 or 3 weeks, and I still feel the thrill of anticipation as I approach an empty feeding
box and lift the lid to check if any hairs have been left on the sticky strip placed
where the squirrel will brush against it as it takes the hazel nuts. That’s how we
know if reds are around. I record this and pass the data on to our Group Coordinator who keeps a record of results.
You might be surprised to know how many volunteers take part in this
exercise in our area. But because this part of North Northumberland has so many
habitats frequented by reds and more recently increasingly by greys, we need many
more. If you like being outdoors, walking amongst trees and enjoy contributing
to a common cause, please think about becoming a Squirrel Volunteer. I wish I
had started years ago!

To report a sighting or to become a volunteer contact
john.rae@berwickredsquirrelgroup.org or Heather Tel: 07536 076131
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Family History

Bill MacDonald

During a visit to the Fusilier Regimental Museum in Bury, I was shown
a wall plaque in one of the reception rooms which had been recovered from
the Ship Inn in Rochdale. Of the names engraved was “James Ward” with a
cross indicating that he had been killed. This was my great-grandfather. I
have his 1914-15 medal: regimental number 9593. Through the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission I learnt that he is commemorated on
the Helles Memorial Gallipoli.
I was due to visit the Bury area and arranged with the Museum
Archivist to spend a day researching both my great-grandfather and father
- they had served in the same infantry battalion during WWI & WWII
respectively. Due to unforeseen circumstances, I had to cancel my research
day, but the Archivist suggested I read a book written by a local amateur
historian about that particular Battalion (6 th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers).
I ordered and received the book.
Imagine my surprise and excitement when I read of my greatgrandfather, Pte James Ward, on page 103. I learnt that at 52 he was the
oldest member of the unit, and that he was killed during an attack on the
village of Krithia on the Gallipoli Peninsula. It further mentioned that he had
been a regular soldier for 17 years before the war, serving in India and
South Africa, and that his job before call-up was a plumber's labourer. All
these facts were unknown to me. Inevitably, this information has whetted
my appetite to learn more.

Bill himself served in the Lancashire Fusiliers. He has also written a book
called “Lost Victory – Battle of Spion Kop” which is available from Amazon,
or from himself, and he is happy to deliver to people in Embleton. All profits
from the book go to a charity, “Christian Outreach & Development", working
in Africa and East Asia, the charity that he and Dawn worked for. A
synopsis of the book follows:-

THE LOST VICTORY
Who is to control South Africa; the British imperialists or the Boer
farmers? Neither will compromise. The farmers determine upon a pre-emptive
strike to seize the British colonies of Natal and the Cape before their enemy can
reinforce and bring to bear his overwhelming military might. Their initial
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successes stun the world and embarrass and shame Britain. The relief of a
besieged Army in Ladysmith becomes an imperial imperative. British honour and
military credibility are at stake.
Jan, a young farmer from the Transvaal, and Jack, a cotton worker from
Lancashire, strike out on paths which bring them together on the top of a bloodstained hill. The battle for Spion Kop proves to be the most desperate and costly
of the whole war, and one which both sides believe they have lost. The fight
sucks in thousands of participants including Lieutenant Winston Churchill and
Sergeant-Major Mohandas Gandhi.
At home in Rochdale Mary, Jack’s childhood friend and recent lover,
anxiously waits for news of his fate. Whilst in Natal Ruth, Jan’s fiery and
passionate sister, follows the men onto the battlefield inspired by her patriotism
and attracted by a handsome American volunteer.
British Generals struggle to understand the changing requirements of
war, and for some this battle will prove to be their professional nadir with lifechanging consequences.

Courier Fraud Scam

Northumbria Police

Fraudsters pretending to be police officers have targeted people
over the phone to try and con them out of their life savings.
The con involves a member of the public receiving a call from a
person pretending to be a police officer, the fake officer tells the victim
that their bank account is at risk of being hacked and they face having their
money stolen. They are told to contact their bank and withdraw all of the
money from their account as soon as possible and that a police officer will
come and collect it and take statements.
They then arrange a date and time for an "officer" or courier to
come and pick up the cash. So far 3 people have fallen victim to the scam
and handed over cash to the fraudsters.
Over the past few months there has now been in excess of 35
incidents across the force area after two further attempts to scam
members of public were reported recently.
In July three men were arrested on suspicion of conspiracy to
commit fraud and have been released on police bail whilst we continue with
the investigations.
Can you please pass this information to relevant persons, their
relatives, friends and carers and the general public, together with the
following advice:
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Protect yourself against courier fraud:
Your bank will never send a courier to your home.
Your bank and the police will never collect your bank card.
Your bank and the police will never ask for your PIN.
If you receive one of these calls end it immediately.
If you want to call your bank, do it from another telephone. If you
have no other telephone, call a friend or family member so you know
the telephone line has not been compromised.
If you have handed over any details to the fraudster, call your bank
and cancel your cards immediately and call the police.
Ensure elderly relatives and neighbours are aware of the fraud and
crime prevention advice.

Councillor Kate Cairns
I was elected as Northumberland County Councillor for the
Longhoughton ward just over a year ago in July 2014 and it has been a jampacked whirlwind of a first year in office.
It is a privilege to be able to represent the residents of the region
in which I was born, brought up and educated. My background has afforded
an intrinsic understanding into the many challenges faced by families living in
this part of rural North Northumberland.
The steep learning curve has been challenging and enlightening.
Having the ability to assist residents on a diverse range of matters at both
parish and county level is hugely rewarding.
I have addressed issues such as local services, planning, education
and a wide range of transport challenges including access to schools,
speeding, parking, and safe and sustainable travel on rural roads.
Responding to residents with diverse opinions brings its own
challenges and I do my utmost to be open, honest and transparent in all
dealings with organisations and individuals. I have built good relationships
with other Councillors of all parties for the best interests of this area.
Much of my effort relates to casework raised by residents. This has
included liaising with the County Council on the repair of roadside
infrastructure and resurfacing; guiding parents on educational issues;
assisting with social housing problems; encouraging painting of buildings in
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the AONB to minimise visual impact; and addressing concerns over dog
fouling and fly tipping.
In June I hosted a public meeting in Embleton for residents to hear
the options of high-speed fibre and satellite broadband. It was encouraging
to see people from the parishes of Embleton, Ellingham, Newton-by-the-Sea,
Longhoughton, Rennington and Rock, who all took an active part in the lively
Q&A session.
The County Council proposal to close Embleton First School has been
one of the most important issues of the year. Parents, carers and governors
of Embleton First School have launched an impressive and professional
campaign and I am providing support and applying influence wherever
possible. In June I addressed Council Cabinet on behalf of campaigners
ensuring a clear voice went direct to the heart of the decision-making
process. This is an important and emotive issue and I will continue to
represent the views of the school community at every opportunity.
In the recent annual Council reorganisation of elected member roles
I was appointed Chairman of the Corporate Performance Overview and
Scrutiny Committee, an important and challenging position that I accept with
conscience and commitment. I continue to serve on the AONB Partnership;
the Walking and Cycling Board; Arts, Leisure and Culture Overview and
Scrutiny Committee; and Local Services (Rural).
I am always happy to raise any concerns you may have with the
Council and other organisations and you should feel free to contact me
at kate.cairns@northumberland.gov.uk if I can be of any assistance.

Kirkharle Coffee House
Kirkharle Coffee House is located at Kirkharle Courtyard, serving a
range of freshly brewed teas and coffees, delicious homemade cakes, scones
and mouth-watering brunch and lunch dishes. Above the Coffee House we
cater for larger groups (between 8 and 40 people) in the Loraine Room.
At Kirkharle Courtyard you can take a stroll around the serpentine
lake and you can enjoy a walk to explore St Wilfrid’s Church. The walk
starts and finishes at the Kirkharle Courtyard Car Park.
Kirkharle was the birthplace of famous 18th century landscape
gardener Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, whose 300th birthday celebrations are
scheduled throughout 2016.
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Recipe - Blackcurrant Ice Cream
250 gm blackcurrants
50 gm sugar
2 tbs crème de cassis
250 mls double cream
Wash the blackcurrants and then simmer with the cassis and the sugar until
they are soft.
Leave to cool and then puree them in a liquidiser. Sieve to remove the skins
and seeds.
Whip the cream slowly and as it thickens gradually blend in the blackcurrant
puree.
Pour the ice-cream into a plastic container with a lid and put in to the
freezer. Give it a stir from time to time until it is frozen (this is not
absolutely necessary but makes a smoother ice-cream).
This works equally well with redcurrants.

100 Club
July
£40 Beryl Morgan
August £40 Grace Yewdale

No. 107
No. 62

£20 Kaye Morse
£20 Tom Paton

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing
Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/Lpg gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com
Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536
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No. 83
No. 90

coffee, cake and gorgeous things……..
Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW
Tel: 01665 571371
www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk
¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick
Tel:

01665 576595
(dog friendly)

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Sunday Lunch
Varied menu
Daily specials board
Selection of beers, lagers and real ale
Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01665 712799 Mob 07955 911720
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com
Whinstone times advertising rates
Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40, full page £80
Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton

At the heart of the community

Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace

Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

j

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Thursday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2015.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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