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THE VEG HUT
Drythropple Cottage, Charlton Mires, NE66 2TJ
(500 yards from the A1)
Logs- Dumpy bag - free local delivery or collect your own bag.
Mobile log splitting service
Fresh Home Grown Veg, Free Range Eggs
Christmas Trees available from 1st December
Garden Machinery Service and Repairs
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286)

Stephen Knowles
Heating & Plumbing Engineers
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances.
Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken. Natural/LPG gas.
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank
Telephone 01665 576855 Mobile 07866 013977
stevieknowles666@gmail.com Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536

T. DAWSON Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing
Inspection & Testing BS2391
Renewable energy
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01670 761921 Mob: 07955 911720
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Editorial
Welcome to the 64th issue of the Whinstone Times. Back editions are available
on the internet and can be accessed from our community website. Simply visit
www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk
Well summer is well and truly over. The temperatures have definitely dropped,
and the evenings are drawing in; time to turn the heating on!
This picture on this edition’s front cover features 3 local residents on one the
walks in Alnwick Medical Groups “walk your way to fitness” programme.
The Tour of Britain cycle race passed through Embleton on September 9th, it
was great to see the village out in force to support the riders. Thanks to Vickie
Ffyfe and Georgina Armstrong for putting up the bunting.
Unfortunately, no entries were received for our sunflower competition, we
either set the time for judging too late or the weather was against them. We
are reviewing whether to run the competition again next year.
The charity BBQ is memory of Evie Rose Cowan raised a fantastic £1833 for
the Air Ambulance; well done to everyone involved.
Finally, it is wonderful to see the village donating and supporting the activities
to raise funds to get Olivia (Liv) Woodburn the operation she so badly needs.
At the time of writing Liv and husband Gary are in Barcelona awaiting the
operation. If you have not already done so please consider supporting the
fundraising efforts, they are still short of the total needed. You can donate
online at: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lifeforliv
The Whinstone Times welcomes both letters and articles from our readers
and any ideas you have for your local community magazine. Please send articles,
letters, advertising or any enquiries to the Editors at our email address:
whinstone.times@gmail.com or tel Jan Ainsley 01665 576019.
Please send any items for ‘What’s On’ to Shelagh Coxon, tel 01665 576791.
The deadline for the next edition is Monday 2nd December.
The editors reserve the right to alter or reject material. The views
expressed are those of the contributors.

100 Club Winners
Sylvia Rochester

October 2019

No 52

Judith Hazlehurst
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No 105

Community Information
County Councillor Wendy Pattison’s report
E-mail: wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk Tel. 07779 983072 and
Facebook – Cllr Wendy Pattison
Traffic Calming – The scheme for Christon Bank is planned
to be installed this Autumn once details have been finalised.
Further discussions on the scheme for Embleton are
continuing. Following complaints from road users and
residents a review of the 4-way junction at Stamford has
been initiated.
Log Bank – A collaborative venture is planning to open log banks across
Northumberland. A pilot bank is currently being set up near Wooler under the
auspices of the Glendale Gateway Trust; they will deliver to Embleton and
Christon Bank. Logs are now being gathered which will be available for people
who may be rurally isolated, in poor health, financial constrained or just simply
getting older and finding it difficult to handle or obtain logs. The wood will be
delivered to all homes by volunteers with the appropriate skills who will stack
the logs and carry out basic checks. For more information, contact Kate Thick,
katethick@hotmail.com or telephone 07900963234.
NCC Housing Strategy: County Councillors are set to rubber stamp a new
housing strategy for the county to tackle the housing needs of young
residents, the elderly and those living in rural communities. The council is
committed to increasing the availability of affordable housing and will
facilitate the building of up to 1,000 new homes for rent, including the building
of new council housing, to meet the needs of Northumberland residents. The
strategy also outlines plans to support vulnerable groups including the elderly
and those with support needs.
Shingles Vaccination: A vaccine is expected to reduce your risk of you getting
shingles. If you do go on to have the disease, your symptoms may be milder
and the illness shorter. Shingles can be very painful and uncomfortable. It's
fine to have the vaccine if you've already had shingles. You're eligible for the
shingles vaccine if you are aged 70 or 78, in addition anyone (born after 1st
September 1942) but missed out on the vaccination remains eligible until their
80th birthday Contact your GP for more information.

4

Parish Council Notes

September 2019

Christon Bank Well – see separate article.
Playpark – see separate article.
Neighbourhood Plan – see separate article.
A new waste bin is to be purchased and sited on Sea Lane opposite The Villas.
This will be a generic bin and will accept dog waste. The PC agreed to purchase
stickers to be applied to other bins in the Parish to highlight that dog waste
is now accepted in this type of bins.
The meeting agreed a new policy on Gifts and Hospitality.
Since writing to second-home owners £550 has so far been received. The PC
agreed that the matter should be raised at the forthcoming 9 Parishes
meeting to see if a collective letter could be sent to NCC and our local MP.
The meeting agreed our Local Transport Priorities (LTP) for the coming year
should be: Electric Vehicle charging points in both Embleton and Christon Bank;
‘No Parking’ restrictions on the corner by the Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel; a
weight restriction on vehicles using Station Rd, and methods of restricting
/controlling cars and parking at Dunstan Steads.
The issues of ‘wild camping’ in the dunes and overnight stays by campervans
at Dunstan Steads were discussed as both were leading to problems with litter
etc. The PC agreed that the National Trust should be written to ask for help
in restricting the camping in the dunes and NCC should be consulted over the
issue of campervans.
The PC agreed to donate £500 to the appeal to raise funds for a local resident
who suffers from Ehlers Danlos Syndrome and needs an operation not available
in the UK.
The WI have kindly offered to clean out the pant on the village green at
Embleton and plant flowers during the summer months. This offer was
welcomed by the PC.
Vandalism has been reported at North Farm; signs have been pulled down. The
police have been informed.
A cheque for £150 has been received from the Seahouses Rotary Club towards
the parish Christmas lights; letter of thanks to be sent.
The meeting agreed to go ahead with obtaining insurance for this years’
fireworks, and 2 councillors will meet to ensure the event is complaint with all
guidance and regulations.
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Planning Applications
The Parish Council would like to make sure that all parishioners are
aware of current planning applications in the Parish so that they are able
to review and comment on them. For a list of current planning
applications please visit www.northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton OR the
Embleton Parish Council Facebook page
www.facebook.com/embletonparishcouncil/
These lists are updated weekly, and all planning applications are
discussed at the monthly Parish Council meetings.

Neighbourhood Plan Update

Karen Greenhoff

I am pleased to report positive news about the Neighbourhood Plan. You may
recall that the Neighbourhood Plan is a negotiated series of policies which will
help our community to influence any future developments within the Parish.
The Steering Group have now received a Strategic Environment Assessment
(SEA) report from the ecologist and planning teams at Northumberland County
Council, it reflects the special environmental importance of the areas within,
and surrounding, our villages.
The SEA is currently published for community comment on the Embleton
Parish Council website with the period of consultation closing on October 24th;
if you have the time why not have a look? The SEA is one of the key documents
that we have to submit when the Plan is considered by an independent,
professional planning examiner.
The Steering Group will present an agreed final Neighbourhood Plan, and
associated documents, to the Parish Council for their consideration at the
scheduled October meeting with the hope that it can be formally submitted
to the NCC by the end of the month.
Further consultations will be undertaken by NCC which will eventually lead to
the approval by the independent examiner; and a community referendum vote
to accept or reject the final Neighbourhood Plan.
At last it seems that the hard work of the Steering Group is producing positive
formal outcomes – thank you to the hardworking individuals within the group
and to the members of the wider community for your support and
encouragement! Watch this space for referendum details.
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Creighton/Mandell Place Update

Mark Bridgeman

In early October, the last of the house foundations are going in, the roofs of
the first cottages are being completed and there are three teams of brick
layers on site. The first houses are due to be complete by the year end and
the last by next Spring. The landscaping in the field is also due to progress
next month and will be completed in the Spring.

Christon Bank Well

Work has begun on restoring the old well at Christon Bank. Two local residents,
David Cooper and Anthony Rogerson have
removed vegetation and emptied the well of
years of accumulated muck. The well dates to
1861 and was the water
supply for the old village
before mains water was
introduced. The next
stage
is
to
cut
back/remove the trees which have become invasive,
one of which is leaning dangerously. It is situated right
next to the phone box that houses the defibrillator
opposite the church, why not pop along and take a look
for yourself.

Alnwick Medical Group

Walk Your Way to Fitness – Free walks every other Tuesday, run by trained
volunteers. See ‘what’s on’ for details. Walks last up to an hour. All ages,
abilities and dogs welcome.
‘Knit and Natter’ Group every Friday 2.30pm – 3.30pm, at Alnwick Medical
Group, Lower Building (meet in the clinic room).
For more information on both contact the surgery on 01665 656000

Vandalism at Embleton Primary School

On Monday 30th September the teachers of Embleton Primary School were
sad to discover that the outdoor early years area of the school had been
vandalised. The children were unable to use the water play area as a result and
it took the staff a considerable amount of time to clear the area up. To help
us protect our school, please could we ask that if anyone witnesses trespassing
on the school grounds that this is reported to the Police.
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Shorebird Site Update

Jane Lancaster

This year was the best year for little tern fledglings since 1990 with a
staggering total of 54 little tern chicks successfully
fledging from the Long Nanny site.
On the 8th August our five Long Nanny assistant
rangers packed up their tents and moved off site
after camping out since May to look after the
breeding birds. They, along with all our amazing
volunteers, should be feeling very proud of
themselves this year following such a good season.
The combination of low predation, good weather, the
creation of a high sand spit over the winter and some
very diligent rangers watching out for the colony, led
to the most successful year for fledglings since 1990.
We are all thrilled with these results as little terns are the
UK's second rarest seabird and have been in serious decline since the 1980s.
Ringed plovers also had a good year with a minimum number of six pairs fledging
nine chicks.
We would like to thank all visitors for their support and interest and for using
the diversions in place when the breeding site was open.

Humpback Whale

Jane Lancaster

On Sunday 22 September a dead juvenile humpback whale was sadly washed
up on to the rocks between Craster and Dunstanburgh Castle.
An initial autopsy revealed that the whale had probably died as a result of
entanglement in a creel line.
The coastguards kept a 24-hour watch on the whale, ensuring members of the
public kept at a safe distance as all whales can carry infectious diseases.
The body was removed from the slippery rocks on 1st October by the British
Divers Marine Life Rescue (BDMLR) and the county council, which was a tricky
job but was completed expertly by the marine mammal medics.
It was a very sad sight and we really hope there are no more whales or other
marine mammals washed up along this beautiful coastline.
It is unusual to see humpback whales along this part of the Northumberland
coast with the Minke whale being a more common sight.
The last time a large whale was washed up here was in 2010 at Beadnell - a
sperm whale weighing 35 tonnes.
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Farming News - September 2019

Lucia Bridgeman

The last few weeks have been very busy – we were within a few days of getting
autumn crops planted and then the weather turned. As you know it went from
being incredibly dry to so wet that we have found it impossible to work on the
land. Hopefully the weather will break, and we will a get a dry spell. We still
have winter wheat to sow and if we can get it in before the end of October it
will be ok. If this is not possible, we will have to look at a spring crop.
Our harvest went reasonably well after a wet August. There was a good,
settled spell in September which enabled us to get a lot done quite quickly.
The fields between Embleton and Christon Bank have seen a lot of work. The
combining went on until late August, and then we were baling straw, once it had
dried out after a few days. These bales were led back to the farm, and having
been sold to an organic mushroom business, will be loaded and gradually leave
the farm over a few weeks.
Farmyard muck (FYM) has been led from the farm and spread at 8 tonnes per
acre. This helps replace the nutrients lost growing
the wheat and the removal of the straw. It should
also provide nitrogen to help next year’s crop. Each
field is tested on a rotational basis to make sure its
ph is correct – that it is neutral, as far as possible.
Lime is spread over some fields which need the ph
raised, so preventing them from getting too acidic.
The headlands around the edges of the fields have been subsoiled to help
prevent soil compaction from where the muck and lime spreaders have been
running.
And you will have seen the plough working long hours, followed by another
tractor working down the soil.

Embleton Carpet Bowls

John F Wallis

Our new season is up and running and we already have played our first friendly
match against a neighbouring village namely Newton on the Moor, a match
which we unfortunately lost by 58 shots to 45,but we were playing away on
their carpets. Our next friendly match is against Rennington and before the
next edition of the W.T. we are scheduled to play a further 7 friendly matches
so perhaps a win maybe reported. New members are still welcome, so why not
pop along to the Creighton Hall on a Tuesday and/or Thursday evening to give
the game a try, you will be most welcome.
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Northumberland Ghostbusters at the Creighton Hall
The Northumberland Ghostbusters are an officially licensed Ghostbusters
franchise, set up in 2016 to raise awareness of local charities and good causes,
whilst providing a different, fun and educational evening. In August we were
in Creighton Memorial Hall in Embleton. As a new location, the team and guests
were excited to see what the investigation might bring; the hall did not
disappoint. We use various equipment and have our Mediums throughout each
investigation, giving us a scientific and spiritual approach in each of our
investigations and helping to collect evidence along the way. Firstly, we
investigated the main hall, but there was no response to our questions or
activity on our equipment. This can be quite normal at the start of an
investigation. However, once some members of the group
went onto the stage, things started to change. A strange
EVP recording of a voice. Within ghost hunting and
parapsychology, electronic voice phenomena (EVP) are
sounds found on electronic recordings that are
interpreted as possible spirit voices that have been
either unintentionally recorded or intentionally requested and recorded.
Around the same time as the voice was recorded, the projector screen behind
the curtains started to sway on its own, followed by what sounded like
footsteps coming from the back of the stage. With the activity seemingly
starting to build, we decided to try and make contact using the Spirit Board
and responses came quickly. The group then moved into the smaller room near
the stairs to the caretaker’s quarters, where, using paper with yes and no
written on it, there was more activity, including apparent communication.
Following this the group returned to the smaller office room and heard some
slight knocks in various areas of the room, before everyone came back
together to go over the evening’s happenings. All in attendance agreed that
Creighton Memorial Hall had been an amazing location to investigate, and one
worth returning to in the future. The information we received was extremely
interesting and the evidence caught rather compelling. But as with all our
investigations, it is up to the individual to decide if what we experienced was
indeed paranormal or not…
More detail on our findings from our investigation can be found on our
Northumberland Ghostbusters Facebook page, or via email on
info@northumberlandghostbusters.co.uk
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Embleton Playpark

Georgina Armstrong

After twelve years of been involved in the Playpark and the last six running
the park on my own I have decided it’s
time to ask if anyone or group would like
to take it over. I no longer have the time
to give the park the attention it
deserves. There is not a lot of work
involved in the day to day running of the
park. The Playpark is a registered
charity and the Parish Council pay the
insurance.
I am going to hold a meeting on Thursday 21st November @ 10am at 8
Creighton Place, Embleton. If you are interested, please come along and I
will answer any questions you may have.

Embleton Mothers Union

It is with much regret that we are announcing the suspension of Mothers’
Union meetings here in Embleton after a period of 140 years.
It is our intention to hold a Thanksgiving/Advent Service at Holy Trinity
Church Embleton on December 11th at 2p.m. followed by ‘Tea and Festive
Treats’ in the Parish Rooms.
Former members, family ,friends and supporters are welcome to join us at
both events.
Please contact Joan Little 01665 576788 or Edna Purves 01665 576505 if you
intend coming to this event, or for any further information regarding the
closure of this group.

The Vikings Apologise

Those fierce, wild men (and women) of the north lands across the sea owe an
apology to the local people who might have arranged their Saturday to watch
the Vikings storm Craster harbour on the 7th of September. This event was
cancelled as there was just too much happening on the day (Sept 7th) for
enough Vikings to be rallied, and for there to be the waiting crowds for them
to terrify. So, please dear readers, accept sincere apologies from all at
Craster Coastal Rowing Club. If you would like to find out more about coastal
rowing of the non-Viking type, then please contact Sarah Coxon on 07946
440537.
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Embleton Quarry – A call for help

Terry Howells

It is now two years since Northumberland County Council (NCC) transferred
ownership of the quarry to the Parish Council (PC). The site came with a ‘dowry’
of a Management Plan, intended to last for five years. The Plan highlights the
need to remove invasive non-native species and to cut back and remove large
areas of gorse and brambles in order to increase the botanical diversity and
provide a safe home for many species of wildlife that are getting squeezed in
the wider countryside by the pressures of agriculture and development .
Scrubby semi-improved grassland is an increasingly rare habitat that needs to
be protected and well managed to maintain its conservation value into the
future. Coupled with this however is the need to ensure that the site remains
available for community use.
Paths have been cleared and new ones created, trees have been planted, areas
cleared, and plants removed. Hogging (large gravel) has been laid at the south
west corner of the pond to allow easier access to the water without disturbing
wildlife at the water’s edge.
The sun shined on Embleton quarry on August bank holiday weekend, making it
perfect weather for all kinds of biological surveying, from bats, birds, and
small mammals to plant, pond dipping, minibeasts and even lichens. Thanks to a
host of wonderful experts with a diverse range of backgrounds the quarry was
scoured and searched over an (almost) 24-hour period to create a list of 287
species.
The weekend started with a bat survey, led by Kevin Redgrave, a National
Trust Coastal Warden. Those attending got to hear the likes of common
pipistrelles, soprano pipistrelles and noctules. The most surprising quarry
resident was a brown long-eared bat, never recorded before at Embleton.
Bright lights and a white sheet were laid out
to attract moths, which were to be trapped
and Identified the following morning by
Stewart Sexton. In total, there were 518
moths of 66 different species caught,
including the Pine-leaf mining moth, a first
record for north Northumberland. Phil
Hanmer and bird ringers from Howick
arrived to set up mist nets early on the Saturday morning and people got to
join in handling and recording weight and age of birds such as chiff chaff,
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willow warbler, blackbird and great tits and a bird walk led by Tom
Cadwallender started to build the list of species spotted, including yellow
hammer. All but two of the mammal traps contained
a mix of bank voles, wood mice and a common shrew.
Led by Veronica Carnell visitors and volunteers
learnt ID, the basics of mammal trapping and got
to view the mammals. Kevin Redgrave pulled a whole
host of invertebrate and plant life from the pond,
and even a smooth newt, which was a pleasant surprise for anybody who got to
venture down to the pond edge to have a look into the tank. With the help of
Chris Metherell, BSBI President, who was running the simultaneous plant walk,
these pond plants and other plants throughout the quarry were identified. The
arrival of lichen, moss and grass experts Janet
Simkin and Helen Adamson added a new to the
already busy botany sessions and Coast Care
volunteer Joyce Clayton, who, with a group of
other volunteers, spotted 8 species of butterfly
mostly found on the abundant knapweed in the
quarry. The final survey of the day involved a hunt
for minibeasts, with children from the village and adults alike swishing their
way through the grasses with sweep nets, catching the contents in a
magnifying glass pot for Adam Kelsey to identify. We found that the quarry
has large numbers of invertebrates with small diversity, which is expected of
a young site (previously landfill until the late 20th century). This diversity is
expected to increase.
Work has been carried out in the quarry by a VERY small team of Embleton
parishioners and by Coastal Care and their volunteers and help has been
provided by the Girl Guides but there is still much to do. Unfortunately, the
response from parishioners to the previous call for help has been very poor
which is disappointing and surprising. Volunteers do not need experience and
tools will be provided and a few hours now and then from a group will make a
great difference. This is YOUR quarry and if the PC is unable to meet the
terms on which it was acquired there may be problems. If you feel you would
like to take part in the upkeep and development of this superb asset please
send your contact details to the PC at embletonpc@hotmail.co.uk and you will
be contacted .
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Embleton School Report - My trip to the Great North
Museum
by Mary, age9, Orca Class
When I arrived at school, everyone was excited to go on our school trip to
the Great North Museum. We all got into partners, wondering what surprises
would await us. We all got on the bus and set off for Newcastle. Although we
were stuck in traffic for a long time, it was an exciting journey.
After the time-consuming bus ride, we entered the museum. The first thing
we did was to go and see the
famous, Dippy the Diplodocus. When
I first set my eyes on the colossal
beast, I was shock. He was 21.3
meters long and had lived 150
million years ago. He also had an
enormous 292 bones in his body!
Next, we learnt that when Dippy
was alive, his teeth only lasted for
35 days at a time! After the
exciting experience with Dippy, we went to eat our delicious lunch.
When we had finished our lunch, we went to see the Ice Age to Iron Age
gallery. We saw lots of pots and other things that people from the Stone
Age and Bronze Age had made. Next, we went to the Ancient Egypt gallery
where we entered something called The Journey to the Afterlife. I also
looked at an Egyptian Mummy. Afterwards, we went to the Natural
Northumbria Gallery which was where there were lots of birds and other
small animals on display in glass cases. One of the last galleries we visited
was the Living Planet Gallery. Elephants, lions, tigers, giraffes, a spider crab
and many other animals were there. My favourite was the adorable seal pup!
Finally, we went to the World Cultures gallery. When we got back to school,
we got ready for home time and that was our school trip to the Great North
Museum.

Howick Film Nights

Held every two weeks on Fridays or Sundays in Howick Community Centre. To
be added to our circulation list for details of future events please contact
johnroper1@btinternet.com Tel. 01665-576413.
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A Riveting App for Air Travel Anoraks David Ainsley
Anyone who has ever wondered where that plane is going, can turn to an app
called flightradar24. Download it and be amazed at the number of aircraft
overhead or approaching Embleton at any given time in the day. One day last
week, for instance, an aircraft flying from Leipzig to Chicago flew right over
the village. The app detailed the airline (Lot) as well as the plane (a Boeing 787
Dreamliner). More mundane, but frequent, are flights between Aberdeen and
Newcastle, doubtless carrying oil industry workers and executives. And whilst
writing this a Ryanair flight is approaching Embleton Bay from the east on its
way from Gdansk to Cork. It’s a Boeing 737 at 38,000ft and it’s flying at 413
knots.

Embleton Fireworks Display

The annual display will be held on November 5th in the field behind the
playpark. Please watch out for posters for further details. You are welcome
to leave garden refuse and untreated timber for the bonfire at the site; but
nothing else. New regulations prevent the burning of furniture, mattresses,
plastics etc. Due to insurance restrictions please do not bring your own
fireworks, including sparklers.

Remember, remember...

Jan Ainsley

The fireworks season is bad news for a lot of pets with nearly half of all dogs
frightened by them to some extent. Dogs and cats can be helped by making
sure they are safely indoors before dark and have a safe place to hide when
the bangs start. A TV or radio on is a useful way to help mask the noise. If you
are planning your own firework display, it would be helpful to let neighbouring
pet owners know so that they can keep their animals safe.
For small pets that are kept outside, consider moving the cages/hutches into
a shed or garage, and put in lots of extra bedding for them to burrow into.
Before lighting a bonfire, use a torch to check for any animals that maybe
sheltering there and try to move them out. For hedgehogs, use thick gloves to
pick them up and take them to a sheltered place, maybe underneath some
bushes, where they will be sheltered from wind, rain and frost.

Whinstone Times Advertising Rates

The cost per issue is £15 for a quarter page, £30 for a half page and £50 for
a full page. A discount of 5% is applied for 3 editions and 10% for 6 editions.
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Nature Notes – September/October

Linda Heslop

“To bend with apples the moss’d cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;”
John Keats - “To Autumn”
Autumn is now upon us, it is suddenly much colder, the fields are in process of
being ploughed and sown and only the rather sad song of the robin is to be
heard amongst all the passing, noisy skeins of geese again on the move to their
winter bases.
Gulls are much in evidence following the tractors, showing up a sparkling bright
white against the dark chocolate newly turned soil. When something startles
them, they rise as one, then appearing a stunning white against the blue sky.
On 23rdSeptember the first gorse flowers were out, and a large deer ran
across the stubble fields to the north; it was doing little leaps every few steps
and its progress could be followed by the movement upwards of the birds,
starlings, gulls, rooks etc startled by the interruption to their feeding.
Buzzards have been seen in woods near Christon Bank, making that distinctive
almost cat-like mewing sound common to birds
of prey on the wing. 14 curlews are back in the
fields to the north, also a large flock of
lapwings. 4 Whooper swans, Finland's national
bird with the distinctive horn-like honk, are
on the ponds at Newton. There have been no
sightings of the parakeets this year and only
one hummingbird hawkmoth has been
observed.
Over the church very early in the morning rooks, owls and a pair of gulls greet
the dawn. In Dunstan Steads, Reg and Vivienne Kirkby had an unexpected
visitor in their cottage, a young hare. Startled by the unfamiliar surroundings
it allowed itself to be picked up and put outside.
Observations from Rita Cavill and Peter Brown:
Rita wrote to say a sparrow hawk visits their garden and sitting in the hedge
along the lane, a little black kitten was lucky the other day, shouldn’t mess
with him. Many Goldfinches in the quarry and gardens. They watched 3
buzzards circling the quarry last week. Sparrows are plentiful in the garden
along with Starlings and Magpies, one with no feathers on his head. 2 swans
are back on the quarry water and a hedgehog is appearing regularly in their
garden.
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Peter says they had hundreds of Painted Ladies at the same time as everyone
else lasting about 2 weeks, they were replaced by
record numbers of Peacocks again lasting about 2
weeks followed by Red Admirals. They also had
the local hares. They watched 3 youngsters on
our front lawn every day throughout August and
into September; initially watched by an adult but
soon left to themselves. They grew fast and it was fascinating to watch a young
rabbit trying to join them. Mallards produced 7 chicks, the Moorhens 3. The
House Martins which arrived on May 4th were last seen on 23rd September, 4
pairs had 3 broods each. The most seen overhead was 30.
Now a quick note on RATS...... If you have a problem, look at Northumberland
County Councils pest control page for advice and you can also phone their pest
control department on 01670 623752.
Finally, if you find that your face becomes irritatingly itchy while out walking
it is caused by flying cobwebs. Cow parsley comes in handy, just carry it (or
any other stick) in front of your face and that should solve the problem.
Please send any sightings, reports or articles by email to
naturenotes.whinstonetimes@gmail.com

Wanted – Amateur Male Actors

Fresh from its recent successful run of ‘Waiting in the Wings, The Portable
Theatre Company is currently casting for its next season in July 2020. This
award-winning amateur theatre company seeks to bring quality drama to rural
locations around Alnwick and has performed in the Creighton Hall, Embleton,
for the last three years. ‘Steel Magnolias’ was our first production followed
by ‘The House of Bernarda Alba’ in 2018 for which we won the NODA Best
Drama Awards for both the northern region and for the whole of the North.
We would like to hear from male actors of any age who might be interested in
taking part in our next play. Our performance dates for next year are 1st July
to 4th July and our venues will be Embleton, Warkworth and Rothbury. We are
a close-knit group who work collaboratively to achieve as professional a
standard as possible, so being a team-player is essential. Acting experience
would be good but is not absolutely essential. If you have any questions or
would like to discuss taking part, please contact Sally Pumford in the first
instance on martsal83@yahoo.co.uk or 01665 604304.
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Whinstone Times Table - Top Sale
Having a clear out before Christmas ?

Saturday 23rd November at 10am in the Creighton Hall, Embleton
Tea, coffee and biscuits available.
Raffle
Free admission.
Grab a bargain and support your community magazine at the same time.
Tables £10 each, please contact Chris on 01665 571044 or Jan on 01665
576019 to book yours table

DAVIDSONS DAIRY LTD
01665 602599

FRESH MILK IN GLASS BOTTLES
DELIVERED DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR.
WE ALSO DELIVER BUTTER, CREAM
YOGHURTS, CHEESE, BREAD AND EGGS.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, E-MAIL OR CALL US DIRECT FOR A QUOTE
WWW.DAVIDSONSDAIRY.CO.UK
ROGER@DAVIDSONSDAIRY.CO.UK
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What’s on in November 2019

1st Craster W.I. Annual Meeting (advisor tbc.) plus pie & pea supper.
2nd Concert in the Creighton Hall with Andy & Margaret Watchorn plus
VoiceMale. Traditional music and songs from the North East and further
afield. 7.30pm (doors open 6.45p.m.) Tickets £8 at door , under 12’s free.
2nd Fireworks at Blink Bonny 7.30pm – proceeds to British Legion.
3rd Craster Coffee Morning & Tombola. 10am. Raising funds for Craster
Village Hall. Please come along and help to support us.
5th Embleton Women’s Club. Embleton Parish Room 2pm. Visitors welcome.
5th Embleton Fireworks.
5th AMG walk – meet at Falloden Drive (just over the crossing) 10.20am.
11th Embleton Flower Club Christmas Open Meeting Creighton Hall 7.30pm.
Demonstrator Katie Jane Hermes –‘All things bright and beautiful’. Members
free, visitors £5.
11th Charity Quiz at Blink Bonny 8pm.
12th Embleton W.I. 2pm. Parish Room. David Young ‘It’s a Vet’s Life’
14th AMG walk – meet at Sugar Sands car park (Longhoughton) 10.20am.
18th Craster Historical Society. AGM with refreshments at the Cottage Inn.
19th AMG walk – meet at Low Newton church 10.20am.
23rd Fund Raising Table-Top sale for Whinstone Times. Creighton Hall 10am.
23rd Bingo at Blink Bonny 7.30pm – proceeds to Riding for the Disabled.
25th Embleton Parish Council – Christon Bank Church Hall(upstairs) 7.30pm
27th Seahouses Historical Society. Carol Griffiths – The Armstrongs of
Bamburgh Castle.
28th AMG walk – meet at rear of Howick Gardens car park 10.20am.
30th Christon Bank Christmas Fair 10am -2pm in Christon Bank Church Hall.
Any donations can be left at Christon Bank Shop.
30th Embleton Guides Christmas Fund Raising Bingo. Creighton Hall 7.30pm.

What’s on in December 2019

3rd Embleton Women’s’ Club.
3rd AMG walk – meet at High Newton car park (charges apply) 10.20am
5th Craster W.I Christmas Party with invited Guests 7.15pm Memorial Hall.
7th Embleton Cricket Christmas Bingo. Creighton Hall 7.30pm.
9th Embleton Flower Club Christmas Workshop. Members only.
9th Charity Quiz at Blink Bonny 8.00pm
10th Embleton W.I. Christmas celebration for members Parish Room 2pm.
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12th AMG walk – meet at Boulmer village car park 10.20am.
14th Christmas Coffee Morning. Ladywell House Rock. 10am –noon £5 entry
will include coffee/ tea plus a slice of cake and a raffle ticket. There will
also be a cake stall. Proceeds are for Rock Church.
14th Embleton /Craster Football Christmas Bingo. Creighton Hall 7.30pm.
15th Embleton School are holding a fund-raising bag pack at Morrisons and
would be grateful for volunteers to help for an hour. Please contact the
school if you are able to help.
17th Embleton School Christmas Play Creighton Hall 1pm will be followed by
the School Christmas Fair in Embleton School at 3pm.
17th AMG walk – meet at Rock Farm walk car park area 10.20am.
18th Embleton Children’s Christmas Party. Creighton Hall details tbc.
21st Creighton Hall Christmas Bingo. Creighton Hall 7.30pm.
26th Charity Quiz at Blink Bonny 8.00pm
There is a Whist Drive in the Methodist Church Hall, Christon Bank every
Monday evening at 7 o’clock.
Rennington Village Hall Singing Group meet on Thursdays at 4pm until 5.30pm
and are keen to attract new members especially men. No experience is
necessary. Ring Carole 572166 for information.

Useful Telephone Numbers

Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard
Police (non-emergency)
Childline

999
101
0800 1111

Crime stoppers

0800 555 111

NHS non-emergency care
Northumberland C. C. County Hall
NCC Councillor for Longhoughton Ward – Wendy
Pattison
Alnwick Medical Group
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
Samaritans
Silverline (advice for older people)

111
0345 600 6400
07779 983072

Traveline
C.A.B. Northumberland Adviceline

0871 200 2233
03444 111 444
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01665 656000
0344 811 8111
0845 790 9090
0800 470 8090

A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday let.
We take the strain and give you peace of mind.
To see our range of services, go to:
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk
Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or
phone 01665 571 275
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you!

Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to

The Blink Bonny at Christon Bank, Alnwick
Tel:01665 576595
(dog friendly)

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.
All proceeds go to Charity
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THE GREYS INN
Embleton
At the heart of the community
Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace
Selection of pub meals every day
Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available. Pizzas a favourite.

Live sport on TV
Quiz nights last Friday of every month
Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.
The Good Beer Guide 2018.
Open Daily

01665 576983 for dining room bookings
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